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1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

Florida’s Paleontological History:
Focus on Vero Beach

with Fred Mazza

April 16, 2012  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Masthead photo: Indigo Bunting by Bob Montanaro.

Fred Mazza of Paleo Discoveries will present a program on 
Florida paleontology within the context of relevant geol-
ogy and climatology.  The talk will also look at local sites of 
interest, especially the “Vero Man Site” located near the Vero 
Beach airport. Authentic and replica fossils will be displayed 
and discussed from many Florida sites including the Vero 
Man site and the Peace River area.
Fred Mazza has had a lifelong interest in paleontology and 
for the past 7 years has pursued his interest by operating a 
guided fossil-hunting tour business based out of Vero Beach. 
As well as fossil-hunting tours, Fred performs educational 
programs in schools and libraries and eco-tours in Indian 
River County.    

The Lost Bird Project Movie Screening 
Palm Beach Film Festival - April 15 - 12PM
The Lost Bird Project is a documentary about the stories of 
five birds driven to extinction in modern times and sculp-
tor Todd McGrain’s project to memorialize them. The film 
follows the road-trip that McGrain and his brother-in-law, 
Andy, take as they search for the locations where the birds 
were last seen in the wild and negotiate for permission to 
install McGrain’s large bronze sculptures there. Learn more 
at http://www.lostbirdproject.org/ and about the screening 
at http://www.pbifilmfest.org/
Todd 
McGrain 
explores 
former Caro-
lina Parakeet 
habitat 
along the St. 
Sebastian 
River with 
Scott Anger 
and Richard 
Baker.

We counted over 205 Ospreys on our PIAS fundraising Pon-
toon Boat trip!  Don’t miss this unique experience.  We will 
again offer guided morning (7- 10 am) and evening (4:30-
7:30) pontoon boat rides with refreshments at Blue Cypress 
Lake to view the many nesting Ospreys and other wildlife 
April 22-29 for $75/person ($25 cost and $50 donation).  
Space is limited to 8 persons.  Put a party of your friends 
together.  Call 772-567-3520 for reservations.  Tour leaders 
are Richard Baker and Bob Bruce.

Blue Cypress Boat Trips

Dr. Ed Gerstein will reprise his excellent talk on Right 
Whale calls given last month at the Vero general meeting.  
Along with video of these large mammals shot while record-
ing their interactions, Dr. Gerstein will describe and play for 
us the various calls made between the adult whales and their 
calves.  This work in determining the presence and location 
of North Atlantic right whales in their critical southeast 
calving habitat is of great importance.  In Florida waters, as 
elsewhere, reliable real-time detection of right whales is an 
immediate concern of the military and commercial shipping 
industry.  In an effort to help reduce the risks of ship strikes, 
real-time passive acoustic monitoring has emerged as a tool 
to help detect and track the calls of whales, as well as moni-
tor noise and mitigate potential and realized impacts on 
behavior and ecology.  Continued passive acoustic methods 
and videography will provide critical acoustic data on right 
whale calls, associated behavior, ambient noise, and prevail-
ing environmental conditions that are all necessary to design 
and develop passive acoustic systems that are effective for 
detecting and tracking right whales.
Edmund Gerstein is Director of Marine Mammal Research 
in the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science at Florida 
Atlantic University and Research Associate Professor in the 
College of Engineering and Computer Science.  He is cur-
rently off the Florida and Georgia coast recording and ana-
lyzing the acoustic behavior of North Atlantic right whales 
in their southeast critical habitat. 



Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker
Title: Portrait of a Limpkin (Aramus guarauna) by J.R. Williams
Order GRUIFORMES – Family ARAMIDAE
What a portrait -- a confident presence! We rarely see human-like 
portraits of a bird. Only at a distance with his Cannon EOS 50D Camera 
1/400, f/8.0, ISO 250 using a EF 100-400mm lens at 235mm, was 
photographer J R Williams able to bring the feather and facial details into 
fine focus depicting this Limpkin’s inner aliveness.
Sixty years ago Limpkins were plentiful, but became rare as development 
reduced their food source by draining wetlands. However, now Limpkins 
thrive here, even in some populated community retention ponds, perhaps 
due to the recent proliferating invasive Island Apple snail Pomacea 
canaliculata. Limpkins snap their wings, flying like their cousins the 
Sandhill Cranes. They are smaller with long curved bills, thus often 
confused with the immature mottled brown White Ibis. All birds’ bills 
are shaped to best access their primary food source. Notice the bottom 
mandible slightly curves to its right, allowing the bill to slip more easily 
around the shell door (operculum) and the curves of the Apple snail. 
Then like forceps bringing mandibles together, the Limpkin severs the 
muscle attachments. In 20 seconds a tasty delicious snail is eaten, where 
plentiful consuming one every 2-3 min, some 40-50 per day, piles of 
broken empty shells are left at extraction sites.
Limpkins are rarely seen in the US outside of Florida because snails do 
not thrive below 50ºF. They are common in other Caribbean, Central and 
South American tropical countries. The male, often heard before being 
seen, with it’s loud, repetitious raucous calls stakes out its territory, then another male may screech back, “Carao!” Listen, 
during pair bonding Jan-April, for the female answering with a softer “gon.”

Cattle Egrets by Linda Chancellor

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

Eyeball to eyeball, actually three feet away but still eye level 
to eye level.  A Cattle Egret, in breeding plumage with tawny 
golden feathers on the crest of his head and his chest, stood 
on the hood of a parked car as secure as if he was stand-
ing on the back of a cow.   Normally he would have looked 
almost regal standing there but a small white downy feather 
was hanging from the tip of his bill and blowing gently in 
the breeze.  He continued to preen but the feather remained 
stuck to his bill.
He seemed to take no notice of the people who were com-
ing and going in this beachside parking lot.  Sitting in my 
parked car and looking at the Egret at this level I observed 
many details.  The yellow of his bill matched the vibrant 
yellow iris of his eye.   Little knobs showed where his knee 
joints were and his legs extended down to large feet with 
three toes in front and one in back.  The length of his toes 
appeared to be about three inches long and this was about 
the same length as his bill.  Well balanced bird I thought.  
Then something or someone caught his eye and where his 
head had previously looked like it was attached to his body 
with no neck, suddenly his neck extended giving him an ex-
tra foot of height.  Was this to improve his vision or to stake 
out his territory?  He did not seem to think whatever the 
distraction was deserved flight or more attention because he 
then settled back into his relaxed stance.  He did not even 
seem to care as we backed our car out and drove away. 
The Cattle Egret, Bubuicus ibis, is a small heron that was 
originally native to Africa and Asia.  They were first ob-
served in South America in 1877.  By 1941 they had reached 
the United States and had started breeding by 1953.  Cattle 
Egrets can now be found from Alaska to Newfoundland.

Their preferred diet includes insects, spiders, frogs and 
sometimes small birds.  They are birds of opportunity and 
will normally follow cattle, farmers’ plows, roadside mow-
ers and fires because these activities stir up insects in their 
wake.  But they will also seek food wherever it is easily 
obtained and as such are birds of opportunity.  Recently I 
saw a sign on the door of a McDonalds in Sarasota request-
ing the patrons not feed the Cattle Egrets because they had 
become beggars at the restaurant.  People often think they 
are helping provide food for hungry birds but instead are 
creating unnatural behavior by upsetting their diet and 
natural foraging behavior.       

Cattle Egret and cow at Treasure Hammock Ranch by Bob Montanaro.



The President’s Hoot by Richard Baker Our 2012 Audubon Heroes!
Annually we recognize the 
efforts of those who have 
contributed to our chapter 
and our community.  These 
awards also highlight our ac-
tivities and hopefully inspire 
us all to work together to im-
prove our quality of life and 
make Indian River County a 
better environmentally sound 
and happy place to live.
Phyllis Stockburger Award: 
Debby Ecker is retiring from 
our board, after many con-
tributions. She led our major 
efforts in writing and passing 
Indian River County’s Tree 
and Landscaping Ordinances 
and authored the Booklet, 
“Indian River County Water: 
Coming and Going.” 
Board Member of the Year: 
Bob Bruce, 1st Vice Presi-
dent, for taking responsibility 
in persistently solving many 
problems with gentle, help-
ful solutions.  Bob generously 
gives his time in providing 
fundraising boat trips to Blue 
Cypress Lake, selling our por-
celain birds, and setting up 
our booth at local events.
Maggy Bowman/Conser-
vationist of the Year: Ralph 
Monticello, Indian River 
Land Trust, for recognizing 
the importance and facilitat-
ing major purchase of con-
servation lands along the 
Lagoon.
Environmental Educator Award: Laurie Wykoff & Brad 
Wright, Teachers at Sebastian Middle School, for introduc-
ing Project Citizen Program to their students and guiding 
their community involvement.
Environmental Youth Award: Katrina Nilsson, Jessica 
Howell, David Green, Mark Green, Noah Rieck and 
Martha Grudens, Sebastian Middle School, for Best Team 
project, named “Mission Possible: Lagoon Rescue” under 
the Project Citizen Program, which aimed at saving the 
lagoon by promoting a strong fertilizer ordinance in Indian 
River County. 
Environmental Citizen: Jane Schnee, who set the example 
of what a private individual can do to help preserve habi-
tat for wildlife by purchasing 10 Ac. of Scrub Habitat for 
$100,000, that has scrub-jays on it and are breeding! As a 
follow up and Special Recognition and Thanks to Anytime 
Waste: Beatrice Garcia-Sartor & Fernando Sartor, for pro-
viding free dumpsters for Jane Schnee’s scrub habitat trash 
removal by many volunteers.

Conservation Journalist: Steve Thomas, Vero Beach 
32963, for excellent investigative reporting on timely envi-
ronmental issues in our county and especially his concern 
for the health of our Lagoon and efforts to get county and 
local officials to pass a strong fertilizer ordinance.  
Environmental Landscaping Award: Marie Stiefel, Home 
Owner, Daniel Ford, Ford and Associates Design, and Mi-
chael Brice, Mike’s Landscape Maintenance, for installing a 
“green” water collection and distribution system, the group-
ing of plants based on their water needs, the use of native 
plants, and the minimization of lawn area.
President’s Award: Pat Walther, Carter Associates, Inc. for 
his extraordinary pro bono surveying and civil engineering 
efforts for the new Audubon Community Center.
Eleanor & Bud Kleckner Award: Wayne & Eva Sandlin 
for their generous time in organizing the very success-
ful “Grand Prix of Vero” and contributing the proceeds to 
PIAS!  
Thank you all!
Richard Baker, President



Pelican Island Audubon Society
National Audubon* $20_____________
Pelican Island Audubon**
Individual   $20_____________
Family   $30_____________
Supporting   $50_____________
Contribution   $    _____________
Total    $_______________
*National Audubon membership 
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The 
Florida Naturalist.
**Pelican Island Audubon membership 
Dues which PIAS will use for environmental education and 
advocacy and subscription to the Peligram

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue which 
concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secre-
tary Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Suther-
land, Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: Joe Carroll 
‘14, David Cox, Ph.D. ‘14, Nancy Irvin ‘13, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. 
‘15, John Orcutt, Ph.D. ‘15, Toni Robinson ‘13 — Appointed 
Board Members: Keenan Adams, Bill Halliday, Tina Mar-
chese, Don Morris, Jane Schnee (Billi Wagner - Ornithological 
Consultant)
Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer 
Services.  A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of 
Consumer Services by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.

Announcements
t Many Thanks:  We appreciate the excellent refreshments 
for the March 12 Sebastian meeting by Mary Esther Bollis 
and at our March 19 Vero Beach meeting by Karen Schuster 
and Jean McGovern.
t Receiving the Peligram via e-mail rather than by snail 
mail has the advantage of earlier receipt, living color, and 
it is easier on our budget and the environment.  To receive 
the Peligram electronically, please email piaudubon@bell-
south.net to initiate delivery to your e-mail address.  PIAS 
will not release your e-mail address to any third party.
tThe over 200 museum quality porcelain bird reproduc-
tions by Doughty and Boehm can now be viewed online.  
These works of art are for sale with all proceeds benefiting 
Pelican Island Audubon.  Prices range from several hun-
dred to several thousand dollars with birds ranging in size 
from several inches to over three feet in height.  View the 
collection at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org
tThanks to Tim Towles, Bill Loftus, and Ralph Monticello 
for leading field trips in March.
tThanks to Karen Schuster and Bob Killick for helping fold 
and mail the March Peligram.

Photos by Janice Broda.

Tread softly, the common name for Cnidoscolus stimulosus, 
really should be tread not at all.  This plant has especially 
effective defenses.  Like poison ivy, another native plant, 
tread softly is a plant that everyone should learn to identify – 
and avoid.
Native to the southeastern United States, tread softly also is 
known as finger rot, 7 minute itch, spurge nettle, bull-nettle, 
and stinging nettle.  All parts of the plant are covered with 
conspicuous stinging hairs.
Tread softly grows in dry, low nutrient soils, usually in sun 
in coastal and scrub areas.  In Florida, this plant flowers 
throughout the entire year.  Its bright white five petalled 
flowers might beckon you touch it but beware.  Irritating 
compounds that cause intense stinging and itching fill 
the long, stiff, hollow hairs on the stem, leaves, flowers, 
and fruits.  Intense pain is instant, and a rash that can last 
for several days for the sensitive-skinned, appears shortly 
thereafter. 
The genus name Cnidoscolus is derived from the Greek words 
“cnid(o)” meaning “a nettle” and “scolus” meaning “a thorn”.  
Stimulosus, the species name, is derived from the Latin word 
“stimul(us)” meaning “to goad or prod”.”
This erect perennial plant can grow to be about 3 feet tall.  
In full sun, it usually is shorter, more compact, and densely 
branches.  Its alternate leaves are coarsely toothed with 3 to 
5 lobes.  Like other members of the Euphorbiaceae (spurge) 
family, this plant contains a milky sap.
Since this plant has a deep, tuberous root system, it can 
be difficult to dispatch from your landscape.  The Indians 
and pioneers took revenge upon this plant by consuming 
its tuberous roots.  Take great care should you attempt this 
approach for this plant truly knows how to defend itself from 
herbivores.  Look before you touch!

Look before you touch!


