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with Troy Rice

April 8, 2013  v  6:00 p.m. 
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1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

Pelagic Sea Birds of Florida’s 
Atlantic Coast with Michael Brothers

April 15, 2013  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Masthead photo: Sandhill Cranes by Bob Montanaro.

Field Trips for more information and reservations call 
772-567-3520 or visit www.pelicanislandaudubon.org
April 2 - Turkey Creek Sanctuary 

Black-capped Petrel, Razorbill, Red-billed Tropicbird, Bul-
wer’s Petrel, Manx Shearwater, Band-rumped Storm-Petrel 
– these are names that set a birder’s heart racing in Florida. 
The pelagic birds are one of the last frontiers of our under-
standing of Florida’s avifauna These birds of the open ocean 
come from distant shores of the Arctic, or remote islands 
of the Caribbean and South America, or from the coast of 
Europe, northwest Africa, and even islands off Antarctica. 
These great travelers pass by our shores largely unseen. The 
difficulties of offshore access limit the numbers of observers, 
and this is compounded by the challenges of identification. 
Our knowledge is often limited to coastal observers getting 
a brief glimpse of a shearwater or storm-petrel. Systematic 
studies of Florida’s oceanic birdlife are very few. This pro-
gram will offer an introduction to this challenging group of 
birds as we continue to try to unravel the dynamics of the 
occurrence of these birds off of our coast and their relation-
ship to the oceanic environments.

Mr. Brothers is currently the Director of the Marine Sci-
ence Center in Ponce Inlet, Florida, where he has worked 
since 2004.  He has over 35 years of experience in museum 
administration in city, county, state, and private non-profit 
museums.

Mr. Brothers has extensive natural resource and natural 
science interpretive experience including specializations in 
the bird life and flora of Central Florida, as well as leading 
natural history tours throughout Florida, the Okefenokee 
Swamp, the Galapagos Islands, Kenya, Machu Picchu and 
the Amazon. He has been leading pelagic birding trips off 
of Florida’s east coast for the last 9 years. These trips extend 
to the Gulf Stream and even out 100 miles to the 3,000 foot 
deep canyons beyond the Gulf Stream.  His research spe-
cialty is in the coastal and oceanic birds of Florida. He is 
currently a member of the Florida Ornithological Society 
Records Committee, which evaluates reports of birds re-
corded in the wild in Florida and is responsible for updating 
the scientific record of Florida’s avifauna.

Troy Ricee, Director of the Indian River Lagoon National 
Estuary Program, will discuss the 20-years of NEP work in 
the IRL, highlight recent stormwater and habitat projects in 
the estuary and discuss the impacts from the 2011 Super-
bloom of microalgae that has reduced seagrass acreage in 
the lagoon by over 32,000 acres from recorded levels in 
2009.
Troy Rice is the Director of the 
Indian River Lagoon Program, 
an organization comprised of 
over 20 federal, state and local 
governments, non-profits, busi-
nesses and the public who are 
working in partnership to pro-
tect and restore the Indian River 
Lagoon.  He is responsible for 
the Lagoon’s multi-million dollar 
restoration initiative, including 
the management of many water 
quality improvement and storm 
water retrofit projects, habitat 
restoration projects and envi-
ronmental education programs 
throughout the estuary.  
Troy served honorably in the US Air Force and was sta-
tioned in Europe and Florida.  Originally from Colorado, 
Troy holds a Bachelors Degree from the University of Colo-
rado and a Masters of Science from Troy State University.  
He is a graduate of the Florida Natural Resources Leadership 
Institute with the University of Florida, and the Leadership 
Brevard Program.  Troy volunteers his knowledge and expe-
rience to the City of Rockledge’s Planning and Zoning Board 
and for other community efforts.   



Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

Title:    Let me get that itch! by Karen Schuster
Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias
Order CICONIIFORMES – Family ARDEIDAE
What a grand nest!  The Great Blue Heron likes the penthouse: 
the tops of trees, overlooking bodies of either salt or fresh waters 
where they feed solitarily.  Noticeable to even non-birders by 
their size, Great Blue Herons are the most adaptable, most-recog-
nized and widespread herons in North America.
Great Blue Herons often reuse nests for many years, although 
they choose new mates each year.  The nest is rebuilt when they 
come into breeding plumage (brighter colors, two head plumes 
and billowing body and back plumes).  Nesting most often in 
colonies alongside other long-legged waders and pelicans, it is 
the male that brings in sticks for the female to build the bulky 
nest that she often lines with pine needles or moss.
She will lay 3-7 pale green eggs once a year unless the nest is destroyed or abandoned; if so, she may lay a replacement 
clutch.  Humans getting too close or disturbing nesting areas may lead to nest failure and abandonment of eggs or chicks 
- stay 300 feet away from all nests.  For about a month during incubation, and 6 weeks after hatching, parenting is shared: 
males tend the nest and fledglings during the day and the females take over at night.  With specialized night vision, Great 
Blue Herons are able to forage for fish and other small animals 24/7, taking regurgitated food to place directly in the most 
aggressive chick’s open mouth.  Learning to fly at 8 weeks and by 10 the juveniles leave the nest, as well as their parents, to 
survive on their own.
Karen Schuster, with her Canon 50D with 70-200 mm lens, photographed the heron as it raised its foot in midair showing 
the heron’s unique “pectinated (comb-like) third toe nail” stretched out to scratch its long neck with suitably matching long 
legs.

 Great Blue Heron ©2013 by Karen Schuster, Pelican Island Audubon

See Annual Awards article on page four.

For information and 
reservations, call

772-567-3520
or e-mail

piaudubon@bellsouth.net
Morning Tours 7-10AM

Evening Tours
4:30-7:30PM

$85 donation per person
All proceeds benefit

Pelican Island Audubon
Limited to 8 persons

per trip.
Includes food & drinks.

Tour Leaders:
Richard Baker

Bob Bruce

Guided Pontoon 
Boat Tours

Blue Cypress 
Lake



The President’s Hoot by Richard Baker

The Beauty and the Beast: Something Wrong Is Going On!1
The Beauty is Blue Cypress Lake, the most pristine place in 
our County and Florida and generally not visited by hu-
mans.  You can visit it as Bob Bruce and I are leading boat 
trips as a PIAS fundraiser.  Still as beautiful as it was when 
invasive humans discovered it in 1895, although based on 
the aging of arrowheads found there, Native Americans 
have been there for at least 12,000 years. 
In 1915, humans massively cut down huge 500-year-old 
cypress trees around the lake, but left interesting deformed 
ones that are very beautiful in their own right - works of art.  
Giant stumps can still be found around the lake, and one 
was moved to the McKee Botanical Gardens as a monument 
to what was there.  Very little pollution is found at the lake, 
as there are no major roads, ditches, yards or farms dump-
ing nitrogen, phosphorus and other pollution into the Lake 
in contrast to troubled Lake Okeechobee.   Fortunately, the 
St. Johns River Water Management District preserves most 
of the Lake in conservation.
In contrast, another Beauty, highly visited in our coun-
ty, is the Indian River Lagoon, which also had Native 
Americans living along it for over 12,000 years. Canals, 
inlets, and drainage have changed the course and flow of 
the waters.  These were the first critical impacts. In the last 
50 years, unprecedented development led to water pollu-
tion from agriculture, invasive animals and plants, excess 
fertilizers, oil, paint, medicines, and old leaking septic tanks 
from our many yards and farms is coming into our Lagoon. 
Yet, our county and city officials have been unable to pass 
simple strong fertilizer ordinances like the West Coast 
Counties of Florida, Martin County, and recently the City of 
Rockledge.
On March 9th, I first learned that some Beast was killing 
our brown pelicans, when PIAS member Nanette Notes-
tein, living in Brevard County, called about a brown pelican 
with a band on its leg in her yard that appeared to be ok 
but allowed her to get close to it.  That of course was not 
natural, and I suggested she should get help for it. Unfortu-
nately, it died a few hours later.  It is fortunate that the Peli-
can stopped to die at her home where she gave it comfort 
during its last hours.  She learned that it had been banded 
in Rhodes Pt., Maryland on July 6, 2004 before it fledged, 
almost 9 years ago.  Cause of death is still undetermined. 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion has received reports of more than 230 dead brown 
pelicans in Brevard County ranging from Merritt Island 
to Melbourne this year alone (Orlando Sentinel, March 
23, 2013).  These pelicans were emaciated and have heavy 
parasite counts. 
It is not just pelicans that are dying.  Over 55 manatees 
have died in Brevard and a spike of dolphin deaths this 
year.  Our richest marine environment in North America 
has had extensive blooms of microscopic algae in recent 
years that have triggered massive die offs of seagrass in 
Brevard County.  Even in areas without microscopic algae 
blooms, the seagrasses are gone, yes gone, from Grant to the 
Alma Lee Loy (17th Street) Bridge in our County.  

Scientists have not fully investigated the Beast or maybe 
Beasts causing this ecosystem disaster in the Lagoon.  
Pelicans and dolphins eat fish that need seagrass beds to 
thrive, and the manatees eat seagrasses to live.  State water 
managers fear that the nutrient pollution is related to street 
runoff, lawn fertilizers and sewage getting into our Lagoon.  
With the loss of seagrass, the dead manatees stomachs were 
full of algae, which in itself should not kill them.
The Lagoon is now dying: seagrasses and fish have disap-
peared for miles, manatees, dolphin, and pelicans are dying 
from still further unknown causes, and we may not ever 
know why!  Fortunately, the public is becoming aware of 
this ecosystem disaster and over 58 Indian River County 
organizations representing many thousands of people have 
formed the Indian River Lagoon Coalition and have signed 
”A Call to Action” to get local county and city govern-
ments to show leadership to make it a priority to restore the 
Lagoon back to health.  Newly elected Commissioner Tim 
Zorc held a Lagoon symposium, where experts and the pub-
lic expressed their concerns.  The County and City govern-
ments MUST take new action quickly to pass laws to save 
the birds, manatees, and dolphins in the Lagoon.  
1.“Somethin’ Wrong is Goin’ On, from the Earth to the Sky, 
and We Sit and Wonder Why!” Bob Rafkin, Florida Folk-
singer, 2001

Photographs by
Nanette Notestein.



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, PIAS 
could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission in Indian 
River County and support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon and a free gift cookbook!

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secretary 
Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Sutherland, 
Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: Joe Carroll ‘14, 
David Cox, Ph.D. ‘14, Nancy Irvin ‘16, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘15, 
John Orcutt, Ph.D. ‘15, Toni Robinson ‘16 — Appointed Board 
Members: Graham Cox, Ph.D., Bill Halliday, Tina Marchese, 
Jane Schnee, (Billi Wagner - Ornithological Consultant) Pelican Island Audubon Society, 
Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy of the official registration 
and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within 
Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

2013 Pelican Island Audubon 
Society Awards
The Pelican Island Audubon Society held its annual awards 
ceremony at its March 18, 2013 meeting at the Vero Beach 
Community Center to recognize those in the community 
who have made a positive impact on the environment and 
Indian River County.
Phyllis Stockburger Award to Joe Carroll, longtime PIAS 
and Audubon Florida board member for dedicated service 
and organizing our Jay-Watch program.
Board Member of the Year to Peter Sutherland, for his in-
spirational, terrific, and successful leadership in providing 
Audubon’s 80 4x4 foot school gardens to 13 of Indian River 
County’s elementary and middle schools. 
Maggy Bowman/Conservationist of the Year to John & 
Judy Orcutt for consistent contributions to our environ-
ment by bringing people together.  Judy is head of Sustain-
able Indian River County, and John has been the “driving 
force” behind the Indian River Lagoon Coalition, a Board 
Member of the Indian River Land Trust, and a Board Mem-
ber of Audubon Florida.  They both have put together the 
Indian River Lagoon Coalition and the “Call to Action” to 
protect our Lagoon.
Environmental Educator Award to Janice Broda, an ac-
tive educator for the past 17 years at the UF Florida Medi-
cal Entomology Laboratory and has provided training to 
over 400 volunteers for the Oslo Riverfront Conservation 
Area where these volunteers learn about the plants and 
animals, clear trails, and remove invasive plants.  Janice has 
served as President of the FL Native Plant Society, Chair of 
the Land Acquisition Committee and the Environmental 
Learning Center’s education committee, and is currently an 
elected Indian River Mosquito Control District Commis-
sioner.
Environmental Citizen to Paul Dritenbas, who sets the 
example for all fishermen, that they must take a major role 
in protecting the environment for their own hobby and 
interests.  In collaboration with Indian River County and 
Rotary International, Paul has established a “no motor 
zone” area in the Moorings Flats & Oslo Road Boat Ramp 
area to save the seagrass habitat for fish and to protect the 
manatee.
Conservation Journalist to Ed Killer, the Press Journal’s 
Outdoor and Fishing Writer, for writing numerous articles 
on the conservation issues affecting the Indian River La-
goon.  Educating all the public is so essential for its health. 
Environmental Landscaping Award to Robin Pelinsky for 
her excellent volunteer contribution in designing the native 
planting for our new Audubon Community Center and 
the Hallstrom Farmstead (conservation land purchased by 
Indian River County).
President’s Award to Bob Bruce, 1st Vice President for 
his dedication, initiative, loyalty, fundraising, and carrying 
out his ideas.
Appreciation Award to Diane LaRue, Ken Gonyo, Susan 
Warmer.  Unsung heroes working these last few years at 
Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area to remove invasive 
plants.  



April 5-6, 2013__________
Florida Medical 

200 9th Street SE (Oslo Road)
Vero Beach, FL

Surrounded by the Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area

www.treasurecoastbirdingfestival.com
www.facebook.com/TreasureCoastBirdingFestival

Entomology Lab

  Sponsored by

Hosted by

3pm Registration opens

4-7pm Bird Art Artists Reception

4pm TM Goodwin tour with David  
 Simpson FEE $40

5:30 Lecture - Dee Simpson Very   
         Non-Scientific Birding
 Identification FEE $5

7pm Keynote Lecture - Gary White  
 History of Conservation in
 Florida FEE $10

8pm Field Trip - ORCA Owl Prowl  
 with Kevin Lowry FEE $15

FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE
7am Stick Marsh Rookery with   
 David Simpson FEE $30
8am Canoe to ORCA rookery
 island with Kristin Beck FEE  
 $25
8am Indrio Savannahs with Jim   
 Shea &Tina Marchese
 FEE $15
9am West County Regional
 Wastewater Facility with
 Carolyn Cimino FEE $15

FREE TOURS OF ORCA
8am     Observation Tower
10am     South ORCA
11:30am  Hammock Loop
1pm     Observation Tower
2:30pm   Hammock Loop
FREE TOURS OF FMEL
   10:00am ____       2:00pm   ____

JURIED BIRD ART SHOW
at the FMEL Roundhouse

9am - 5pm   Open to the Public

LECTURES
at the FMEL Boathouse - FEE $5 each

10am Fish of the Indian River
 Lagoon with Dr. Grant
 Gilmore (Followed by a net   
 pull at the Oslo Roadboat
 ramp) 

11:30   Bird Photography with
 Reinier Munguia

1pm Warblers with Dr. Peter
 Merritt

2:30 Beginning Birding with Heidi  
 Grooms

4pm Birds of the Indian River
 Lagoon with Bob Montanaro

Friday April 5 Saturday April 6 Saturday April 6

FREE CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES    1pm - 5pm
Nature Sketching
Facepainting

OTHER FREE HAPPENINGS
Snake and Reptile Exhibit

Tours of the Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory, 
University of Florida, 10AM & 2PM

Bird Wood Carving Demonstraion with Joe Miller

Ring the Bird
What goes in the Indian River Lagoon?
Nature hike for kids

REGISTRATION
Register online at

www.treasurecoastbirdingfestival.com
or by calling 772-770-4857

(Check, Cash, Mastercard, Visa, or PayPal)
E-mail: info@cultural-council.org

Barbecue lunch 
available on
Saturday



Treasure Coast Birding Festival Registration Form
Friday April 5        FEE
4pm TM Goodwin tour with David Simpson      $40 __________

5:30 Lecture - Dee Simpson VeryNon-Scientific Birding Identification  $5   __________

7pm Keynote Lecture - Gary White History of Conservation in Florida  $10 __________

8pm Field Trip - ORCA Owl Prowl with Kevin Lowry    $15 __________

Saturday April 6
FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE
7am Stick Marsh Rookery with David Simpson     $30 __________

8am Canoe to ORCA rookery island with Kristin Beck    $25 __________

8am Indrio Savannahs with Tina Marchese     $15 __________

9am West County Regional Wastewater Facility with Carolyn Cimino  $15 __________

LECTURES at the FMEL Boathouse

10am Fish of the Indian River Lagoon with Dr. Grant Gilmore   $5 __________ 
            (Followed by a net pull at the Oslo Road boat ramp)

11:30   Bird Photography with Reinier Munguia     $5 __________

1pm Warblers with Dr. Peter Merritt      $5 __________

2:30 Beginning Birding with Heidi Grooms     $5 __________

4pm Birds of the Indian River Lagoon with Bob Montanaro   $5 __________

          TOTAL  ___________

CHECK__________  CASH__________ CREDIT CARD  MASTERCARD or VISA

CREDIT CARD #_______________________________________________________________EXP:__________

NAME:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL:_______________________________________________________PHONE:_________________________

Cultural Council of Indian River County, 2041 14th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960
772-770-4857 - info@cultural-council.org

FREE TOURS OF ORCA
8am     Observation Tower __________

10am     South ORCA __________

11:30am  Hammock Loop __________

1pm     Observation Tower __________

2:30pm   Hammock Loop __________

       FREE TOURS OF FMEL
   10:00am __________        2:00pm  __________


