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Masthead photo: Black Vulture by Bob Montanaro.

Although common throughout most of their range, how 
many of us really know much of the rich life-history of these 
essential and fascinating birds? In this talk, I will explore 
facets of Black Vulture social behavior and the intricacies 
of how these noble scavengers cooperate to find food. I will 
also discuss how their natural behavior and habitat altera-
tion has brought them into conflict with humans. Much of 
the talk is based on my research in central Florida in the 
1990s and more recently at the Kennedy Space Center/ 
Merritt Island NWR. Designed to gain information for 
management decision-making, this study included the use 
of satellite GPS and radio telemetry to detect the locations 
of specific individual birds, and the marking of vultures with 
wing tags for a mark-recapture study. Hopefully, you will 
come away from this talk with a new appreciation for these 
fascinating and useful birds.

A resident of Florida since 1985, Eric received both a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Biology from the Univer-
sity of Central Florida (the foraging ecology and roosting 
behavior of Black Vultures), and a Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology 
and Conservation from the University of Florida (wading 
bird foraging ecology in managed salt marshes).  Eric has 
worked as a wildlife biologist at the Kennedy Space Center/ 
Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge since 1995. He cur-
rently lives in Port St. Johns with wife Megan, son Ethan and 
daughter Erin. Eric enjoys bird watching, hiking, kayaking 
and studying math in his spare time.

For helping at our booth at ELC’s EcoFest:  Richard & Nita 
Baker, Graham Cox, Bill & Darlene Halliday, Nancy Irwin, 
Bill & Becky Loftus & Felicity Rask.
For helping at our booth at the Pelican Island Wildlife Festi-
val: Richard Baker, Karen Schuster, Bob Bruce, Nancy Irvin, 
Bill & Becky Loftus, Susan & Russ Frawley, & Bill & Darlene 
Halliday.  

Accolades

In the past decade, probably more, every agency, commu-
nity, corporation and green NGO has attached themselves to 
the word ‘sustainable’. This word has come to mean almost 
anything that the writer wants it to mean. Pelican Island 
Audubon Society has undertaken a county-wide project to 
give some real meaning to the word ‘sustainable’ and we are 
starting with some small steps in Indian River County.
We have been lucky to be awarded a $5,000 planning grant 
from Audubon’s Toyota TogtherGreen program to work with 
two communities within the county -- Gifford and the City 
of Fellsmere. We are integrating what we are calling ‘qual-
ity of life’ indicators with the information in the respective 
community comprehensive plans. The goal in each commu-
nity is first to define an acceptable vision for the future of the 
community, then decide -- using information from commu-
nity surveys -- which indicators or measures we can use that 
are appropriate, measures that we can use over time to show 
we are making progress towards their community visions. 
We will attach available data -- environmental, economic, 
social -- to the measures, post the information for everyone 
to see and also set up a means to keep the database, our 
indicators, up to date.
To work with PIAS on the planning grant we have joined 
forces with the local state health department experts and 
also with the Gifford Progressive Civic League as well as 
with the Fellsmere City Manager and City Council. We can 
use the results of the sustainability indicators to help de-
termine community priorities and in due course help set 
budget priorities for community improvements.

This PIAS presentation will outline the indicators we have 
developed as well as bring people up to date on our county-
wide quality of life indicator choices. We will also outline a 
bigger task, to produce a set of indicators for Indian River 
Lagoon based on all the science and economic data now 
available for example on seagrasses, nutrient loads and 
health of the aquatic life.
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Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

What a day! by Linda Chancellor

Photo: Hummingbirds and Honeysuckle by G. Lee Benson
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris
Usually we see a blur of wings as our tiny 3-inch Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 
weighing less than a nickel, hums by. Their wings beat so fast, at least 55 times 
per second, but by using a fast shutter speed, Lee Benson stopped action with his 
Nikon D300, Aperture Priority, f/5.6 at 1/1600 sec, ISO-500, Nikkor 2.8 70-200mm 
lens, with 1.7 teleconverter. Tiny, neatly rowed feathers are visible especially on 
the metallic green back and ruby throat (940 total feathers = 15% of their weight 
and are twice as heavy as their bones). At night, facing low temperatures, they can 
lower energy consumption by 10-60% by reducing respiratory rate (to 100 breaths/
minute rather than 300-400), body temperature by 8-10 degrees C, and heart rate 
from 1260 beats/minute to 30.

A master at hovering, hummingbirds are the only birds that can fly backwards, 
rotating their wings independently from a shoulder ball and socket in all direc-
tions to maneuver away from predators, escaping by flying forward, backward, 
sideways or even upside down! This, the only hummingbird that breeds in eastern 
North America from Canada to Florida, understandably seeks warmth and flowers 
during the winter. All migrate, some to the southern US while, amazingly, others 
fly nonstop across the 500-mile Gulf of Mexico to winter from Mexico to Panama. 
To prepare for their long journey, they consume nectar with its high sugar content, 
stored as fat, to double their weight. Spiders and insects provide essential protein 
for adults who feed them to nestlings almost exclusively.

Hummingbirds must visit 1,000- 2,000 flowers per day and eat once every 10-15 minutes to maintain their unique metabo-
lism. You can help them thrive here by providing them with red, orange, and yellow tubular flowers. Plant native vines, 
plants, shrubs, and trees like bee balm, Florida trumpet honeysuckle, and hummingbird sage which provide much more 
nectar and insects than hybrid and exotic plants.

It was very early, 6 a.m., and very dark but sixteen people 
were ready to travel south to the Wakodahatchee Wetlands 
and Green Cay Nature Center to participate in a birding 
trip led by Bill Loftus. The group arrived at the Wetlands 
around 7:45 a.m.   Wakodahatchee is a Seminole word 
meaning “created waters” and that was what the Palm Beach 
County Water Utilities Department’s Southern Regional 
Water Reclamation Facility had done with 50 acres of 
unused utilities land.  Over two million gallons of treated 
water is pumped daily into the Wakodahatchee wetlands.  
The wetlands act as a natural filter to remove remaining 
nutrients.   They have created a bird watching paradise by 
installing a ¾ mile boardwalk that meanders above three 
wetland ponds.

I stepped out onto the wooden boardwalk and was amazed 
at the scene that greeted my eyes.   The boardwalk seems 
to snake across large expanses of water.  Small islands of 
native pond apple trees had become roosting and bask-
ing spots for tricolor herons, white egrets, anhingas, and 
wood storks - all decked out in their breeding plumage.  At 
the base of pond apple trees I saw little green herons and 
purple gallinules climbing over the roots in search of food.  
Surrounding areas of open water were groups of emergent 
plants including alligator flag, pickerelweed, bulrushes and 
giant leather ferns.  Several species of waterfowl appeared 
from around the edges.   I saw pairs of blue wing teals, least 
bitterns, and coots.  It was like taking a walk through an 
aviary with no walls or ceiling.  In the center of a pocket 
of open water my eye caught a dimple on the surface and 

up popped a pied-bill grebe to quickly dive again.  A flock 
of  black-bellied whistling ducks flew above my head and a 
cormorant sat on the boardwalk rail only two feet in front 
of me.

Most of the time I did not even need to use binoculars 
since the birds were so close to me.  I took a lot of pictures 
that day and so did many others who had more advanced 
cameras than mine.  The birds did not seem to mind all of 
the people in fact some birds seem to pose for the photog-
raphers.    But the best thing about this entire trip was that 
I had a really great opportunity to “learn birds”.  There were 
numerous chances to develop my recognition skills because 
of the frequency with which I would see birds of the same 
species again and again.  I began to notice more details 
about a species.   By constantly viewing a species my brain 
would finally absorb and hopefully retain the information.  
Were you aware that the skin around the eyes of a bird often 
changes color during the breeding season?  I observed that 
an almost florescent shade of chartreuse had developed 
around the eyes of anhingas and egrets.  

After lunch we drove to Palm Beach County’s Green Cay 
Nature Center.  The group walked along a 1½  mile board-
walk and saw many of the same species that we had seen 
earlier but two highlights for me were seeing painted bun-
tings, at the feeders, and then seeing a northern harrier as 
he swooped across the marshes.   I saw over thirty species 
that day including several butter butts.  Thanks Bill for a 
terrific learning experience.



The President’s Hoot by Richard Baker
Ways to be a Patriot

 “I love gardens. But the idea that you would turn your 
whole yard into a garden is a bunch of (expletive)”  “You 
know you’ve got to be kidding me.  Lawns are American…
They are not harmful to the environment, and the only 
people who would say that are ignorant of the facts”.  These 
are the words of Jim Hagedorn, the chairman and CEO 
of Scotts Miracle-Gro, the lawn-care empire, as quoted by 
Eve Samples in her recent TCPalm column entitled “Scotts 
Miracle-Gro study a challenge for Organization”. 

Scotts Miracle-Gro Corporation is granting Ft. Pierce-based 
Ocean Research & Conservation Association (ORCA) 
$500,000 to study water-pollution sources in the Indian 
River Lagoon.  Mr. Hagedorn says Scotts will “step up to the 
plate” if the evidence shows, yes, fertilizers are harmful to 
the Lagoon.  Yes, let science decide.

There certainly already is evidence that Nitrogen (N) and 
Phosphorus (P) are polluting in our freshwater stormwa-
ter ponds and canals.  The presence of large cattail stands 
and green water in freshwater ponds actually provide good 
indicators that there is plenty of N and P present, even in 
subdivisions without septic tanks.

Our “American” lawns actually go back to English 17th c. 
history where closely cut “English” lawns began as a symbol 
of status of aristocracy and gentry.  Only the wealthy could 
afford to keep land unproductive. 

Is America obsessed with pristine, weed-free lawns? Have 
we succumbed to the advertisements in which neighbors vie 
for the lushest green grass? Lawns are our biggest U.S. crop, 
three times in acreage bigger than corn! Yet people starve. 
Good for Scotts’ bottom line, but does it make sense that we 
spend so much money to continually pollute our environ-
ment?

When will it be un-American to have a St. Augustine Grass 
Yard requiring fertilizers, precious water, and pesticides that 
pollute our Lagoon?  It doesn’t need to be so. Here in Flori-
da, new regulations allow homeowner associations to allow 
residents to forego lawns. We can have beautiful gardens 
using plants that do not require fertilizers, large amounts 

of water, and pesticides.  Let’s learn that growing some of 
our own vegetables will reduce our carbon footprint and 
be more sustainable.  Planting trees to shade windows and 
roofs will save you energy and clean the air.  

For those who do not like to garden, have time, or be out-
side, could we train some of our existing lawn-care folks 
or others to help raise vegetables and fruit trees in their 
customer’s yards instead of grass?  What a big change in our 
environment and eating habitats.  It will not be easy, as turf, 
sod or grass is a monoculture exotic plant that does not re-
quire much expertise to care for. The only requirement is to 
follow the new strong fertilizer ordinances that, fortunately 
in Indian River County, are a beginning in the process of 
cleaning up the Lagoon.

Mr. Hagedorn’s lawn, apart from needing fertilizers, pes-
ticides, and water, requires mowing.  A new gasoline-
powered lawn mower emits 93 times more pollution on a 
gallon-per-gallon basis than a new automobile.  Along with 
that, there’s the noise that the mower engine, weed-whack-
ers, and blowers make that can drive you crazy!  

Our new Audubon Community Center will have a dem-
onstration landscape garden for native plants that requires 
little care and provide classes on how to propagate plants. 
Your flower garden can become lively with butterflies, 
moths, and birds.  Recently, Pelican Island Audubon provid-
ed 90 four-foot gardens in 13 Indian River County schools 
to show students how to produce food at home.

In my youth, everyone had a garden, and a compost pile for 
yard and food waste.  We knew how to grow our own let-
tuce, tomatoes, various berries, carrots, onions, cucumbers, 
cabbages, peas, beans, etc., which tasted great and were very 
fresh.  The gardens did not have to be big, and we preserved 
what we did not eat immediately for the future.  Because we 
were outside, we talked to our neighbors and even traded 
vegetables and plants.  

I am looking forward to the day when it is patriotic to have 
a garden again.  I can dream, can’t I? Each of us can do our 
part to realize that dream.

The Pelican Island Audu-
bon Society has published 
the Second Edition of its 
book Reflections of Blue 
Cypress – Photographs, 
History, and Poems of the 
Headwater Lake of the St. 
Johns River, authored by 
Dr. Richard H. and Dr. 
Juanita N. Baker. The book 
provides a reflective and 
artistic perspective of Blue 
Cypress Lake today, tak-
ing readers on a journey 
to one of Florida’s natural 

treasures. 

Since 1990, Richard and Juanita Baker visited Blue Cypress 
Lake many times, often spending the night listening to a 
steady chorus of frogs and an occasional gator.  Rising be-
fore the sun, they often witnessed the early changing light, 
and photographed and savored each moment of their days 
at the lake.  In the resulting book, which includes photo-
graphs and poems, they provide a vivid and factual account 
of the lake’s history since its very beginning.  

Pelican Island Audubon Society is fortunate to have the 
opportunity to bring the Baker’s beautiful tribute to people 
everywhere who are interested in wildlife, conservation, 
natural history, photography, or just experiencing one of 

Pelican Island Audubon publishes second edition of Reflections of Blue Cypress



Smartphone users will be able to scan QR (Quick Response) 
codes (similar to barcodes) on signs at the Pelican Island 
National Wildlife Refuge 
(PINWR) to get photos, 
videos and descriptions about 
different areas within the 
refuge. One of Pelican Island 
Audubon Society’s Special 
Places is America’s first 
national wildlife refuge and 
our namesake - the Pelican 
Island National Wildlife 
Refuge.  About forty percent 
of 100,000 visitors to PINWR 
use smartphones so many will 
access these innovative new 
signs.   The videos are also 
on the PIAS website: http://
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.
org/PINWR_QR/MOBILE_
video_directory.html.  The 
original idea for QR Codes for 
our refuge and to enhance a 
visitor’s experience came from 
Audubon First Vice President 
Bob Bruce and Keenan Ad-
ams, Audubon board member 
and former Deputy Manager 
of PINWR. Audubon’s Bob 
Montanaro, Administrative 
Assistant and talented wild-
life photographer, did the 
artwork and videos.  Indian 
River County’s Public Works 
Department assisted in the 
manufacturing of the signs.  
Audubon and refuge staff 
installed the “iNature Tour” 
signs.  Funding for the signs came from a grant from Audu-
bon Florida. 
The following experts contributed their time for each sign’s 
video.  This information will aid in the interpretation and 
education about the refuge for its visitors as they travel 

down Centennial Trail and Joe Michael Trail. 
•	 Kevin Lowry, Refuge Ranger – “Welcome to Pelican 

Island and its Early History”, 
“Welcome to the Joe Michael 
Trail” and “Protecting the 
Birds from Fishermen”
•	 Doug Carlson, Direc-
tor, Indian River Mosquito 
Control District—“Mosquito 
Control using Rotational Im-
poundment Management” 
•	 Janice Broda, Native Plant 
Authority, Volunteer Coordi-
nator, Florida Medical En-
tomology Lab, University of 
Florida Classes—“Mangroves”, 
“Saltmarsh Plants” and “Ham-
mock”
•	 Suzanne Valencia, Former 
Volunteer for PINWR- “But-
terflies and the Butterfly 
Garden”
•	 Dr. Grant Gilmore, Senior 
Scientist, Estuarine, Coastal 
and Ocean Science, Inc. and 
Richard Thomas, Commercial 
Fisherman—“The importance 
of Seagrasses in the Indian 
River Lagoon”, “The Indian 
River Lagoon and PINWR”, 
and “Predators & Prey in the 
Indian River Lagoon”
With additional funding, 
Audubon will provide QR 
signs at the Oslo Riverfront 
Conservation Area, adjacent 
to the new Audubon Commu-

nity Center.  
PINWR and PIAS are having a short inaugural ceremony 
to celebrate the installation of the QR signs at 11 am April 
7, 2014 to demonstrate the signs for the press and refuge 
visitors.

A New Way for Visitors to Learn about Pelican Island National 
Wildlife using Smartphone QR Codes are Now Available 

Florida’s very special places. By publishing Reflections of 
Blue Cypress, Audubon hopes to: 

•	 Enhance awareness of the unique natural environment 
of Indian River County, Florida

•	 Advocate preserving what is left of our remaining pre-
cious habitat and native species 

•	 Illustrate the delicate balance of nature and the tremen-
dous impact that even slight human influences can have 

•	 Describe the unique circumstances that have preserved 
this lake, encouraging us to take action immediately to 
make a difference 

•	 Increase public awareness of our chapter’s goals
•	 Raise funds to support the chapter’s education and envi-

ronmental activities

Audubon is honored to have Dr. George Schaller of the 
Wilderness Conservation Society write the forward for the 
book.  Instrumental in preserving vast habitats worldwide, 
George Schaller’s studies in Africa, the Himalayas, Tibet, 
and China have been the bases for his numerous scientific 
and popular writings. The winner of several awards, includ-
ing the National Book award, he has authored 15 books, 
including The Serengeti Lion, Stones of Silence, The Year of 
the Gorilla, and The Last Panda.  

The second edition of Reflections of Blue Cypress is avail-
able at the full retail price of $34.95 at the Audubon offices 
in Vero Beach, and at bookstore and gift shop locations 
throughout the area.  For more information, call 772-567-
3520 or visit www.pelicanislandaudubon.org



The Pelican Island Audubon Society recognizes the 
outstanding community contributions individuals have 
achieved at its annual awards ceremony, March 17, 
2014 meeting at the Vero 
Beach Community Center.
Phyllis Stockburger 
Award to Tina Marchese, 
longtime Audubon board 
member, chapter Librarian, 
field trip leader, support at 
special events.
Board Member of the 
Year to Graham Cox, for 
his successful grant writ-
ing, fundraising, directing 
videos, and successfully 
pursuing Quality of Life 
Indicators for a sustain-
able future in Gifford and 
Fellsmere. 
Maggy Bowman/Conser-
vationist of the Year to 
Rev. Gregory Wilson & 
Helen Wilson for success-
fully bringing together 
faith groups for conserva-
tion and organizing the in-
formative and motivational 
2nd Healing Our World & 
Ourselves Conference held 
at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church in Vero Beach.  
Environmental Educator 
Award to Karen & Don 
Schuster for developing 
a pamphlet entitled Peli-
can! How to help’em if you 
hook’em describing how to 
remove a fishhook from a 
pelican. The Florida Park Service and Audubon’s col-
laboration on the pamphlet has led to the pamphlet’s 
adoption and reprinting by over 20 different organiza-
tions in Florida.
Environmental Citizen to Lange Sykes, President of 
the Treasure Coast Coastal Conservation Association 

(one of the largest fishing organizations), who sets the 
example for all fishermen, that they must take a major 
role in protecting the environment for their own hobby 

and interests. 
Conservation Journalist 
to TCPalm team members 
of the Scripps Newspapers, 
Cheryl Smith, Team Lead-
er, Tyler Treadway, Lead 
Reporter, Scott Wyland, 
Investigative Reporter, 
Christin Erazo, Digital 
Producer, Sam Wolfe, Visu-
als, Ed Killer, the Outdoor 
and Fishing Writer, and Eve 
Samples, Columnist for 
writing numerous articles 
on the conservation issues 
affecting the Indian River 
Lagoon.  Educating the 
public is so essential for the 
environment and all our 
welfare.   
President’s Award to 
Cris Costello, Sierra Club 
Regional Organizer and 
Mary Sphar, Sierra Club, 
Brevard County for helping 
educate Audubon advo-
cates, and joining efforts to 
speak up to pass the County 
and City’s strong fertilizer 
ordinances.
Eleanor & Bud Kleckner 
Award to Peter Sutherland, 
Audubon board member, 
who generously gave both 
of his time and money to 
advance one of our most 
successful projects, the Four 

Foot Garden Project that placed 90 gardens in 13 el-
ementary and middle schools in Indian River County.
Special Recognition to Adam Sutherland, an unsung 
hero, for building most of the 90 Four Foot Garden 
Forms.  

2014 Pelican Island Audubon Society Awards

After 10 years service, Joe is stepping down.  Last year Joe 
received the Phyllis Stockburger Award given to a long time 
Audubon member and in 2009 Board Member of the Year.  
Thank you Joe for leading our special project, Jay Watch, 
which fortunately he will continue to do.  At the March an-
nual meeting, Dr. David Cox and Dr. Graham Cox were 
elected to the board for three years.

Joe Carroll 
retires from
the Board

Field Trips
April 5 & April 19 - Saturday - Oslo Riverfront Conserva-
tion Area - Guide: Ken Gonyo  For more information call 
772-567-3520

or visit www.pelicanislandaudubon.org



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, PIAS 
could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission in Indian 
River County and support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon and a free gift cookbook!

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secretary 
Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Sutherland, 
Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: David Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, 
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, Nancy Irvin ‘16, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. 
‘15, John Orcutt, Ph.D. ‘15, Toni Robinson ‘16 — Appointed 
Board Members: Bill Halliday, Jim Kirley, Tina Marchese, David 
Peabody, Jane Schnee, (Billi Wagner - Ornithological Consultant) Pelican Island 
Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy 
of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services 
by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the State.

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda
You can buy Mexican petunia (Ruellia simplex) with its 
showy dark purple flowers at most any Garden Center – 
cheap.  Consumers spend $50 million a year on this plant 
that now invades our hammocks, pine flatwoods, prairies, 
pastures, and riverbanks.

Pictured is PIAS Treasurer Steve Goff removing Mexican 
petunia from the moist hammock trail at the Oslo Riverfront 
Conservation Area.
Introduced to Florida in the 1930’s, this fast-growing plant 
has proved super- successful outside of people’s yards in 
sun or shade, wet or dry, hot or not conditions.  Fruiting is 
copious, and its cylindrical fruits that split open with explo-
sive force to catapult 4 to 20 seeds great distances.  These 
seeds have almost no dormancy and germinate almost im-
mediately.  It spreads by underground rhizomes, too.
This pernicious perennial plant grows to be 3’, with dark 
green, lance-shaped leaves from 6 to 12” long and lots and 
lots of five-petaled purple trumpet-shaped flowers.  Nu-
merous cultivars – white, pink, light purple -- of this easy 
to grow plant are available, and, according to University 
of Florida, only the ‘Purple Showers’ variety is completely 
sterile.
This plant also is called wild petunia, Texas petunia, and 
Texas bluebell – definitely a slur to ‘real’ petunias & blue-
bells.
This evil invasive pest plant is unlikely to ever be prohibited 
because of the revenue that it bring to nursery growers, 
even though it displaces native plants in natural areas and 
has proved problematic in pastures.  You, though, can make 
better plant choices.
Dr. Sandra Wilson, Environmental Horticulture Profes-
sor from the Indian River Research and Education Center, 
University of Florida, will suggest “Native Alternatives to 
Invasive Ornamentals” at the next meeting of the Eugenia 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society on Thurs-
day, April 17, at 7:30pm.  This meeting will be held in the 
Boathouse of the Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory 
located at 200 – 9th Street SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach.


