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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

Upcoming Events & Field Trips
Call 772-567-3520 for reservations and directions or sign up 
online at www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
April 7 - Sebastian Stormwater Park - Guide: Karen Schuster

Masthead photo: American Robins by Bob Montanaro.

Florida Friendly Landscaping
Seminars & Workshops

Free seminars and workshops offered at Audubon House, 
195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd) in Vero Beach, on Wednesdays from 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

2017 Class Schedule
March 8 Introduction: Right Plant, Right Place
March 22 Water Efficiently
April 5 Fertilize Appropriately
April 26 Mulch
May 3 Attract Wildlife
May 24 Manage Yard Pests Responsibly
June 7 Recycle
June 21 Prevent Stormwater Runoff
July 5 Protect The Waterfront
July 12 Rain Gardens

The conservation and protection of Florida’s water resources 
starts at home. Homeowners’ landscaping choices can 
affect the health of ground and surface waters and the 
natural environment. The Florida Yards & Neighborhoods 
Homeowner program educates homeowners about how to 
design, install, and maintain healthy landscapes that use a 
minimum of water, fertilizer, and pesticides. The result? Low-
cost, low-maintenance, attractive landscapes that add value 
to your community and reduce the chance of polluting the 
water supply.

with UF/IFAS Environmental Horticulture Agent Nickie Munroe

April 10, 2017  v  6:00 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Apil 17, 2017  v  7:00 p.m. 
An Illustrative Tour of Sebastian Inlet 

State Park with Ed Perry

North Indian River County Library
1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian

April 3, 2017  v  6:00 p.m. 
Ocean Plastic: The Problems, The Science, 

The Solutions with Patty Goffinet
River House - 305 Acacia Road, Vero Beach

What does the manatee say: Manatee 
Communication & Vocalizations

with Beth Brady, Ph.D.

Hear Patty Goffinet, marine scientist and founder of BlueTube, 
talk about plastic in the ocean. See slides from her expedition 
to “The Great Garbage Patch” in the Pacific Ocean and slides 
from our own Atlantic Ocean and inland waterways. Learn 
how BlueTubes make it easy to be part of the solution.

Beth Brady’s research focuses on manatee communication. 
While dolphin communication has been extensively studied, 
the language of our state marine mammal remains relatively 
unknown.   Manatees create several vocalizations, but we 
know very little about when they communicate, why, and the 
circumstances surrounding their “conversations.” Analyzing 
data gathered from hydrophones is teaching us more about 
the manatee vocal repertoire and how it is used under differ-
ent behavioral contexts.

Sebastian Inlet Park Ranger & Florida Native Ed Perry 
presents a photographic tour of Sebastian Inlet State Park.  
As an accomplished wildlife photographer, Ed’s program 
should be quite the visual treat as he documents the myriad 
wildlife that visit the park..

Visit PelicanIslandAudubon.org to learn about our weekly 
summer camp program.  Our goal is to connect each camper 
with nature, respect, and an appreciation of conservation 
while increasing independence and self-esteem.

Nature Summer Camp for kids



A bird way out here? by Linda Chancellor

Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker
Did you know that thousands of American Coots descend upon 
Florida’s freshwater and coastal wetlands during winter months? 
They migrate from as far north as Canada, adding to our few resident 
coots. On lakes, shallow ponds and wetlands, they congregate, 
swimming together serenely in a group, jockeying their places, 
dipping their heads or diving under the water. Dipping their heads 
or flipping in unison, tails pointed in the air, they pull out their food 
of algae and aquatic plants roots, shoots, leaves, and seeds. They also 
may eat small aquatic animals as well as grazing on grasses and some 
grains. Notice their odd feet in Barbara Whitlam’s photograph. The 
lobes between each toe segment allow it to use its long toes to walk 
effectively on squishy mud or atop vegetation, yet act as ‘fins’ when 
swimming. 
America Coots pump their heads when swimming, like a chicken 
thrusts its head forward and back as it walks. Though at first glance 
we may think they are small ducks, their bill shape is more pointed, 
with a white shield extending up their forehead. By beating their small 
wings and feet rapidly fleeing, they whirl noisily across water to escape 
into dense vegetation for cover. Yet here in Florida, we most often see 
them huddled in large flocks, loafing on the water, or all together start 
tipping up their tails, head under water searching for and devouring plants.  Coots have smaller wings than ducks and thus 
do not fly as fast, so unlike ducks, they migrate under cover of night to avoid the predators that feed during the day. 
Ancient fossils of American Coot bones have been found across North America from the Pliocene and Cenozoic eras millions 
of years before Homo sapiens evolved. What kind of birds did early Native Americans eat? Early kitchen midden excavations 
reveal almost half of the bird bones found are from American Coots, maybe because being slower than ducks, they were 
more easily hunted!

We were walking our second lap, around the top deck of the 
ship, when I spotted a bird flying along the starboard side.  It 
seem to keep pace with the ship’s speed.   The bird was very 
large with distinct black and white markings.  Suddenly it 
turned sharply and made a very steep dive toward the water’s 
surface.  Just before hitting the water he lifted his wings and 
regained the same altitude as before.  I guess his intended 
prey had disappeared.   Then he flew in front of the bow of 
the ship but made a sharp turn and returned to the starboard 
side again at the same altitude as the deck we were on.
He continued this speed for about fifteen minutes - long 
enough for me to observe more of his physical features.   His 
large, white body was very streamline and the edges of his 

wings were a solid black along with black tail feathers.  But 
it was the head that was so striking.   There was a black band 
that separated the bright yellow bill from the white head.   I 
thought this bird must be a gannet.  When we returned home 
I wanted to verify my identification.  Looking at my bird 
guides I realized the bird did not match the picture nor the 
range maps of a Gannet.  Searching similar species turned 
up pictures of the Masked Booby and its range matched the 
location where we had spotted the bird.  
FYI - The Masked Booby is a pelagic bird meaning it spends 
most of its life over the oceans and only comes to land to 
breed.  Curiously the year before we had also cruised these 
same waters and we had had the same experience with a bird.  
We had taken a photo on that trip and after reviewing it saw 
that it also had been a Masked Booby.   

American Coot Fulica americana
Vigilant Red Eyes, Special Toes. © Barbara Whitlam

Canon EOS 70D, 1/200 sec., f5.6, ISO 1600,
Sigma lens 250mm

Would you like to gain firsthand 
experience learning about native plants?  
Volunteer on Wednesday and Sunday mornings to 
help with the Audubon House pollinator garden, 
which is fast becoming popular with beneficial 
pollinating insects and birds.  Learn how to bring a bit 
of Florida nature to your yard.  For more information 
call 772-567-3520 or email piaudubon@yahoo.com

Students from Pelican Island Elementary School along 
with teacher Ms. Susan Flak were nominated for the Keep 
Indian River Beautiful (KIRB) student conservation 
award. They did not win but they were so proud to be 
invited to attend the KIRB luncheon at Oak Harbor.  
Way to go kids!  Pictured with the team is Pelican Island 
Audubon Vice-President Donna Halleran.

Society News



Our 2017 Audubon Heroes
Many folks have volunteer and contributed to the success of our chapter by developing courses, leading 
and organizing birding field trips, writing grants for funding, maintaining our the Audubon House, 
initiating special events, and yes contributing money to keep projects going. At our annual meeting 
on March 20, 2017, we recognized the outstanding contributions individuals have made not only to 
our chapter but to our community. These awards highlight our activities and inspire us all to work 
together to improve our quality of life and make Indian River County a sustainable, environmentally, 
and happy place to live.
Phyllis Stockburger Award to Dr. Richard Sakai for generously supporting our Audubon House and 
programs for more than ten years. Only ever a visitor, living in Mali for over 25 years, he is an NIH 
employee assigned to the US Embassy and Mali Medical Training Institute. On his own time, he helps 

villages build medical health clinics and care systems.
Special Service Award to Bill Loftus - Leading our Osprey Watch program at Blue Cypress Lake, consultation on grants, 
organizing our field trips, recommending meeting speakers, and editing many of our written materials.
Board Member of the Year to Donna Halleran, 1st Vice President for leadership generous time and effort she put into writing 
grants, updating policy and purchasing procedures, helping manage the afterschool program, and organizing fundraising 
events such as honey tasting, open houses and gift shop.  
Maggy Bowman/Conservationist of the Year to David Cox for Local Business Alliance (memberships), Spoonbill Watch, 
and administering Spoonbill Watch at the two Stick Marsh Islands that are breeding sites for Spoonbill and other birds, and 
proposing and achieving, that they become a FWC Critical Wildlife Area (CWA), the first approved in many years.
Environmental Educator Award to Linda Urban for being the 4x4 square foot Garden Queen volunteer, making Vero 
Beach Elementary School garden above and beyond success, inspiring children.
Environmental Citizen to Judy Orcutt - for efforts to pass fertilizer ordinances, remove septic tanks, promoting hybrid 
systems, and living shorelines to save our Lagoon and benefit our community. 
Conservation Journalist Award to Laurence Reisman for writing strong articles to save the Dodgertown Golf Course from 
280 homes and promote changes in home owner associations selection of planting natives and flowers, that encourages 
environmentally sound guidelines instead of the recommendations of many Home Owner Associations requiring only 
certain limited plants that may not be good for wildlife and our environment. 
Environmental Landscaping to Ken Gonyo 
for his expertise and enthusiastic leadership 
of volunteers installing our Audubon House 
butterfly pollinator and wetland gardens as a 
landscaping example for our community.  
President’s Award to George Glenn, Jr. for 
his research and writing on the advocacy side 
for stopping SJRWMD Bull Creek land swap, 
and stopping Ansin development & making 
county Water Farming projects transparent.  
Eleanor & Bud Kleckner Award to Dr. 
Graham Cox for being generous with his 
time volunteering in consultation, in leading 
the initiative grants in Gifford and Fellsmere, 
helping organize the 4x4 foot square gardens, 
in successfully obtaining important grants to 
fund our Audubon Advocates after school 
program.  
Special Recognition to:
Michael Estabrook for installing our 
landscape irrigation system and shelving in 
the tool house. 
Steve Thomas (4x4 sq. ft. school gardens) 
for refurbishing and expanding the gardens 
at Vero Beach, Rosewood and Citrus 
Elementary Schools and Indian River 
Academy. 
Environmental Youth Award to Michael Stabile for his summer community service, which included air potato removal, 
eBird data input for decades of bird banding, and moving our Audubon library to the Audubon House.



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon!

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer 
Services by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, 
approval, or recommendation by the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary 
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘19
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘18
Toni Robinson ‘19
Bonnie Swanson ‘18 — 
Appointed Board Members: 
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese
Maria Maul

Recently this fairly uncommonly seen but dangerous invasive 
plant was discovered thriving at Toni Robinson Waterfront 
Trail between Vero Beach and Sebastian.  The noxious weed 
which is native to Mexico and Central America was in full 
flower and fortunately approximately 60 fully flowered 
plants were removed before seeding.  This plant moves into 
disturbed areas and was making itself at home in an area 
that had been cleared of Brazilian Pepper and which is being 
closely monitored to observe the native (and nonnative 
plants) moving in.

This invader has a litany of harmful effects that go beyond the 
typical threat to native flora and fauna.  Via a process known 
as allelopathy, he roots emit chemical agents which inhibit 
the growth of nearby plants. As is the case with some other 
invasive plants this process results in a dense monocultural 
mass of the one species.  Parthenium Ragweed is very prolific 
and a single plant can produce 15,000 seeds.

Beyond being invasive, this noxious weed is dangerous 
to livestock and other animals that may feed on it.  The 
monocultural aspect of its growth reduces fodder further 
encouraging livestock to eat it.

Human health can be very negatively impacted.  Repeated 
contact with the plant can result in very painful and serious 
dermatitis with extremely unsightly and painful blistering.  
It can cause asthma, eye problems, and hay fever. Although 
this poison plant is not always fatal to the livestock that 
ingests it, meat and milk from such animals is dangerous for 
human consumption.

The rapidly spreading distribution of this plant worldwide 
is both amazing and alarming.  It has caused enormous 
problems in Africa, India, and Australia.  

When we find this plant here in Florida (or anyplace) it 
should be safely removed as quickly into the infestation as 
possible with future follow up. 

More than Just Your Average Ragweed
by Ken Gonyo
Parthenium hysterophorus goes by many common names of 
which Ragweed Parthenium, Famine Weed, Feverfew, and 
Congress Grass are but a few.


