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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities, and the land and water on which 
they depend in Indian River County through education, advocacy, and public awareness.

Masthead photo: Ring-necked Ducks by Bob Montanaro.

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

April 9, 2018  v  6:00 p.m. 
Shorebirds of Florida
with Michael Brothers

April 16, 2018  v  7:00 p.m. 

North Indian River County Library
1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian

Corkscrew Swamp: Wood Stork 
nesting & water shortage effects on 

the ecosystem with Shawn Clem, Ph.D.

Learn about the shorebirds of Florida and the best ways to 
identify these well-traveled though often hard to identify 

species.  Michael Brothers is the 
director of the Marine Science 
Center in Ponce Inlet, Florida, 
and has extensive natural 
science experience including 
specializations in the bird life and 
flora of Florida, as well as leading 
natural history tours throughout 
Florida, the Galapagos Islands, 
Kenya, and the Amazon.

Audubon’s Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary chief scientist, Dr. 
Shawn Clem, states that mining and development is changing 
the hydrology of Southwest Florida. Water level monitoring 
stations at Audubon’s Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary show 
dramatic changes over time. It takes the right amount of water 
at the right time to make a swamp productive for Wood Storks 

and other wading birds. The absence of 
stork nests tells the story.  Birds are the 
measure and treasure of healthy wetlands. 
As Florida grows, we can and must protect 

the shallow waters 
where wading birds 
forage.  Shawn Clem, 
Ph.D. is the Research 
Manager of the 
Audubon Florida 
Western Everglades 
Research Center, 
located at Corkscrew 
Swamp Sanctuary.

April 20, 2018  v  9:00 a.m.
Flora and Fauna of the Indian River 

Lagoon with Dr. Grant Gilmore
Audubon House

195 9th Street SE (Oslo Rd), Vero Beach
There are many species of aquatic plants and animals that 
are indigenous to this region of Florida, from Sebastian 
south to Palm Beach that are found nowhere else in Florida 
or the United States.  Why? Dr. Gilmore will discuss our local 
physical setting: geology, oceanography and climate along 
with the lives of some of the more interesting creatures that 
dwell here.  Their vulnerabilities to water quality and habitat 
loss will also be discussed relative to human activities.  Dr. 
Gilmore’s talk will be followed by seining the Lagoon near the 
Oslo Boat ramp to show the participants what creatures are 
currently there.

Seining the 
Indian River 
Lagoon with 

Dr. Grant 
Gilmore



Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

Maria Heffernan © Canon 7D, 150-600 
Tamron lens at 600 mm, ISO 640, F9, 

1/1600 at Kissimmee  Prairie

Flamingos are back!
I had finally decided on a design to paint on 
the new cornhole boards that my husband 
had built.  It was going to be a quirky pink 
flamingo.  Flamingos have always 
held a special place in my heart.  I 
have a framed Audubon Flamingo 
print hanging in my living room, 
two wooden flamingos standing in 
one corner and a few as yard art.  I also have 
fond memories of seeing them at old Florida 
gardens and the Hialeah race track.    So I was 
thrilled to read the article February 21, 2018 
from Audubon about flamingos keep coming 
back to Florida.   Phoenicopterus ruber  - the 
American Flamingo is one of six species of Flamingos, 
that live around the world, and is endemic to Central 
and South America and the Caribbean.   In the 1800’s 
people who came to Florida in the winter, often saw 
these birds along the southeast coast.  John James 
Audubon saw his first flock of flamingos on May 

7th, 1832 while sailing from Indian Key and his 
account of that visual experience is an interesting one 
to read.   But like other birds with beautiful feathers 
they were hunted to almost extinction.  Fast forward 
to 2014 when ornithologists spotted 147 flamingos 
in a remote storm water treatment area in Palm 
Beach County.   Since then flamingos have returned to 
the same area although in varying numbers.  Because 

of the great demand to see these birds, from people all over 
the world,  Audubon Everglades has been offering weekly 
car tours which begin each March.  Scientists and biologists 
from the National Park Service and Miami Zoo are working 
on capturing adult flamingos in order to attach satellite 
transmitters to record their movements.  I would love to 
think that flamingos are Florida natives.  Maybe we should 
consider changing flamingos to being our state bird.    
FYI:  Florida Fish and Wildlife has removed the American 
Flamingo from its list of non-native birds.  March 3, 2018 
NPR - National Public Radio, also did a spot on Florida’s 
flamingos and Conchy the flamingo. 

The Florida Department of Health and the Environmental 
Learning Center are trying to make it safer for residents 
to walk and bike in our community. We want your input. 
Please complete the online survey. You will receive a free ELC 
membership and the chance to win a free pontoon boat ride. 
Please visit the following link:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/IndianRiverWalks

by Linda Chancellor

Although the Grasshopper Sparrow eats grasshoppers, its favorite insect, 
the Grasshopper Sparrow is, according to ornithologists named after the 
insect sounds it makes. What a lovely pattern on its feathers. Notice how 
it holds onto that tiny branch, its nails curving, toes crossing.  Weighing 
less than an ounce, it does not bend the twig. Found on grasslands and 
prairies, it forages exclusively on the ground for insects and seeds (panic 
grass), thus difficult to photograph or find, especially with its coloring, 
unless the male as it likes to do, climbs atop a stalk to sing. Due to loss of 
prairies and grasslands, the populations have drastically declined.  
In Florida, we have two subspecies of Grasshopper Sparrows: visiting 
migrants: this photo is of the A. s. pratensis, the Eastern Grasshopper 
Sparrow, that migrates from as far north as Maine and winters 
(November-April) throughout the state. Perhaps in its evolutionary 
history, the second subspecies A. s. floridanus decided to be a year-
round resident finding Florida’s habitat and food ideal as many of us do and evolved as a 
nonmigrant.  However, there has been much loss of our dry prairies, no periodic burning 
as habitats require, invasion of fire ants impacting the ground nests, flooding, and 
pathogens resistant leading to a 95% decline in population. Thus A. s. floridanus is listed since 1986 as federally Endangered 
with less than 50 A. s. floridanus Grasshopper Sparrows remaining in South Central Florida, (sadly, now only in Three Lakes 
Wildlife Management Area). This rare Grasshopper subspecies primarily is identified by their song, location, and the time of 
year present (May-July) indicating it breeds here.  These sparrows live less than 3 years, hardly time to expand its population 
even though scientists have been studying the species intently and have had a captive breeding program, feeding each chick 
by hand.  So, let’s appreciate these little Grasshopper Sparrows.

Grasshopper 
Sparrow

Order: PASSERIFORMES Family: PASSERELLIDAE 
Genus: Ammodramus Species: savannarum

Subpecies:  pratensis (& discussion of floridanus)

Special Earth 
Day Event for the 
Whole Family: 
APRIL 21 @ 
10AM-1PM

Join us for a FREE FAMILY EVENT at the Audubon House! In honor of Earth Day, we are hosting the 
youth founders of One More Generation (OMG). OMG was founded in 2009 by then 8 year old Carter 
Ries and 7 year old Olivia Ries. They are both passionate about animals and conservation. They 
learned of the pressing issues surrounding endangered species, and knew they had to act. Carter and 
Olivia started their own non-profit in an effort to help educate children and adults about the plight 
of endangered species. Their intention is to preserve all species for at least One More Generation and 
beyond and empower youth around the world to stand up and help create solutions for the issues of 
today! Afterwards, we’ll be building birdhouses with FPL for the new solar farms of Vero Beach, and 
lunch will be provided.  Please bring your families and friends. RSVP by calling at (772) 567-3520.



1.  Governor Scott:  Save our 
precious aquifer- Veto Bill #HB 
1149 that allows sewage-effluent 
injection into the Floridan aquifer. 
The Floridan Aquifer underlies an 
area of 100,000 square miles, the 
entire state of Florida. It developed 
millions of years ago during the 
late Paleocene to early Miocene 
periods, and is one of the world’s 
most productive aquifers for millions 
of Florida’s residents and tourists. 
Florida is extremely fortunate to have 
fresh, clean drinking water that has 
filtered down over the millennium 

into the deep aquifer, essential for wildlife and humans to 
thrive. 

Unbelievably, HB 1149, passed by both the Florida Senate 
and House, and sent to Governor Scott to sign, allows 
sewage effluent to be injected into the Floridan Aquifer! 
Sewage effluent contains pharmaceuticals and personal-
care products, microplastics, and toxic bacteria among other 
long-lived contaminants shown to cause endocrine-hormone 
disruption, pathogen resistance, and chronic toxicity. Sewage 
treatment plants don’t remove those compounds. Once 
injected, there is no removing the sewage effluent. 

Bill #HB 1149 is nothing more than a giveaway to developers 
who desperately desire “cheap” drinking water so they 
can make the case that there is plenty of available water to 
support the thousands of new residents moving into their 
development properties. When Florida properly places a 
value on our most valuable resource, only then will we begin 
to develop a statewide water policy focused on conservation 
and sustainability.   

Ask Governor Scott to Veto HB 1149 and encourage the 
Florida Legislature to pass a bill to fund a state-wide system 
to prevent salt-water intrusion, conserve water, and use 
treated sewage effluents (gray water) for our crops, yards, 
and toilets.  Save precious aquifer water for domestic 
purposes only. 

2.  Biosolids being brought into Indian River County (IRC) 
from other Counties-third highest amount in the state. 
David E. Gunter, Chairman of the Indian River Soil and Water 
Conservation District, wrote to Stan Boling, IRL Community 
Development Director, concerning biosolids (human waste 
from sewage-treatment plants) coming into IRC.  Of the 67 
Florida Counties, IRC is in the third highest county with the 
most acreage of biosolids being applied per year on four 
properties: Corrigan Ranch, Flying L Ranch, Ox Creek Ranch, 
and Pressley Ranch.  We are concerned about the increasing 
nitrogen levels in Blue Cypress Lake and our Indian River 
Lagoon that fuel algae growth.

David Gunter wrote “Indian River County Utilities Department 
takes its own dewatered biosolids to the landfill.  IRC does 
not spread …[its own] dewatered waste on land within the 
county. If IRC is disposing of the waste in the landfill, because 
they think it is prudent and the right thing to do for our 
county, then why is IRC allowing other counties to bring their 

waste and spread it on our land?”

This is urgent! The Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council 
is holding a Regional Biosolids Symposium: Charting the 
Future of Biosolids Management on Friday, June 8, 2018 at 
8:00 a.m. at Indian River State College Chastain Campus Wolf 
High Technology Center, 2400 SE Salerno Road, Stuart.  There 
is a great article on biosolids in the March 2018 issue of the 
Indian River Neighborhood Association News Magazine 
written by Gary N. Roderick entitled Biosolids, Nutrient 
Loads & Impact to IRC  (http://indianriverna.com/home/
march-2018-news-magazine-lagoon-issue). The entire issue 
is devoted to our Lagoon with great articles by Duane De 
Freese, Edie Widder, Judy Orcutt, Leesa Souto, Holly Dill, 
Grant Gilmore, Keith McCully, Mary Morgan, and Cooper 
Beckett.

Biosolids disposal needs to be resolved, as our own 
landfill and others around the state, will eventually fill up.  
Gary Roderick points out that a better way to dispose of 
biosolids is to build a facility to burn them, which produces 
electricity and phosphorus-rich ash that can be safely sold 
outside of Florida in lands where needed.  Ask our County 
Commissioners to stop any importation of Biosolids. 

3. Spoonbill Marsh Saga. IRC’s Spoonbill Marsh project 
started in 2005 as an experimental project to dispose of the 
salt and minerals removed from salt-laden aquifer water 
using a reverse-osmosis water purification process, instead 
of the county illegally dumping it into the lagoon by canal.  
Originally touted as an experimental project, the only one 
in the world, we expected that scientists would determine 
through careful monitoring if it could work without polluting 
the lagoon and surrounding wetlands.  Normally this brine is 
injected into the boulder zone below the aquifer, as is done 
by the City of Vero Beach and others. 

We should note that based on expert scientific review in 2006 
PIAS formally objected to the destruction of ecologically 
sensitive and rare high marsh for this industrial wastewater 
facility. Recently, Carter Taylor and Barry Shapiro, who have 
done detailed investigation into the project since it was 
implemented, are concerned that the facility and the county 
are not accurately measuring what is entering and leaving the 
facility, as required by Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP).  I, and others, have observed that the 
county has allowed untreated, toxic brine material to flow 
into the adjoining Indian River Land Trust high saltmarsh, 
destroying that aquatic preserve. 

Carter and Shapiro made a great presentation to the Florida 
DEP, and have requested a formal public hearing where 
they and concerned scientists could present their arguments 
before a DEP moderator and panel.  Unfortunately, instead 
of a public hearing, DEP has just scheduled a “Meeting” on 
April 12 at 1 p.m. at the County offices.  We recommend that 
you attend this important “Meeting” and request a PUBLIC 
HEARING on the Spoonbill Marsh Project. Also send an email 
to Diane Pupa: diane.pupa@dep.state.fl.us. 

Stand up for our precious water resources, speak out, let’s 
work and advocate together!

Act Upon Three Major Water Issues
Concerning Us and our Waterways



Pelican Island

2018
Audubon Society

Give your child a summer of outdoor adventure, exploration, and education.

Junior Audubon Guide Training 
for Teens (13-17 yrs old)* June 4th - 8th

Session 1     (Ages 10 to 17) June 11th - 15th
Session 2     (Ages 10 to 17) June 18th - 22nd
Session 3     (Ages 10 to 17) June 25th - 29th
Session 4     (Ages 10 to 17) July 16th - 20th
Session 5     (Ages 10 to 17) July 23rd - 27th

Activities include: kayaking, wildlife & plant identification, outdoor adventures, hiking, 
science education, and more!  Your child does NOT need to know how to swim.

•	Programs	run	from	9:00	a.m.	to	
3:00	p.m	

•	Before	&	aftercare	are	available	for	
an	additional	fee	

•	Camp	is	held	at	Audubon	House,	
195	9th	St.	SE	(Oslo	Rd)

Camp cost is $200 per week; sibling and/or additional weeks are $185.  Space is not 
guaranteed until full payment is made and confirmation is received.  Limited scholarships 
are available.  Please contact the Audubon office at 772-567-3520.  Space is limited to twelve 
children per session.
*Junior Audubon Guide Training is $225 and limited to twelve teens.

To register your child(ren), go to

www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
Payment can be made online using a credit card.  Contact the Audubon office at 772-567-3520 
for altnerative payment options (check or cash).



Annually we recognize the outstanding contributions 
individuals have made to our chapter as well as to our 
community. We depend upon the many volunteers who 
contribute to our chapter’s success.  They develop courses, 
lead and organize birding field trips, write grants for funding, 
maintain Audubon House, initiate special events, and yes, 
contribute money that get and keep projects going. These 
awards given at our annual meeting on March 19, 2018, 
highlight our activities and inspire us all to work together 
to improve our quality of life and make Indian River County 
sustainable environmentally and a happy place to live:
Special Service Award to Donna Halleran, 1st Vice 
President, for leadership, generous time, and outstanding 
effort she put into organizing the logistics of our successful 
Conference: Transforming our Landscapes for a Sustainable 
Future.  
Board Member of the Year Award to George Glenn, Jr., our 
Corresponding Secretary for keeping us in communication 
with our local, state and national agency leaders in keeping 
them transparent about the environmental consequences 
of their actions.  Unfortunately, it takes constant vigilance 
as there have been many attempts, some sadly successful, 
to reduce safe guards for our plants and animals and their 
habitats.
Maggy Bowman/Conservationist of the Year Award to 
Dr. Edie Widder, Oceanographer, Marine Biologist, and the 
Co-founder, CEO and Senior Scientist at the Ocean Research 
& Conservation Association (ORCA) for being a leader in 
preserving Indian River Lagoon based on careful science.  
ORCA’s research has shown us what’s wrong; now we must 
implement solutions. She is educating adults, and more 
important our children, on the knowledge and skills needed 
to understand the complexity of the challenges our aquatic 
planet is facing and help us in our efforts to find solutions as 
we have arrived at the tipping point for Indian River Lagoon.
Environmental Educator Award to Dr. Dennis Hanisak, 

a Research Professor at Harbor Branch at Florida Atlantic 
University and Director of its Marine Ecosystem Health 
program and Director of Education. He educates us by hosting 
the Ocean Science Series of lectures on our environment.  For 
the last seven years, he has hosted the Indian River Lagoon 
Symposium where scientists in Florida and local citizens can 
discuss the state of the lagoon and what is going on, especially 
encouraging young students to make presentations.
Environmental Citizen Award to Paul Fafeita, President, 
and Mark Yanno, member, Coastal Conservation Association, 
for collaborating, advocating, and organizing to defend, the 
Oslo Boat Ramp adjacent to the four fish nurseries area, and 
also stop any dredging and paving of the parking lot and road. 
Environmental Landscaping Award to Barbara Riebe & 
Ed McCool for their enthusiastic leadership and hard work 
maintaining the Audubon House butterfly pollinator and 
wetland gardens and native landscaping, a model for our 
community.  
President’s Award to Bob Montanaro, PIAS Office Manager, 
for all the many great works and generous contributions 
above and beyond his official duties he does for PIAS and is 
responsible for PIAS being an award-winning chapter for so 
many years.
Special Recognition Award to Paul Halleran, volunteer, for 
purchasing materials and installing kayak racks in our new 
trailer, for shelves in our classroom and closets, and many 
other activities to keep our Audubon House looking neat and 
trim.
Special Thanks and Appreciation Award to John’s 
Island Foundation for funding our new 15-passenger 
van, so essential to our after-school Audubon Advocates 
Program, and to the Indian River Community Foundation, 
Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program, and the 
Children’s Services Advisory Committee for financially 
supporting our after-school Audubon Advocate program for 
four south county elementary schools.

Our 
2018 
Audubon 
Heroes



Pelican Island Audubon Membership
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$25 Individual q$30 Family
Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy 
of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services by calling 
toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by 
the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘19
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘18
Toni Robinson ‘19
Bonnie Swanson ‘18 — 
Appointed Board Members:
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese

Membership benefits include:
• Monthly Peligram newsletter
• Monthly meetings on the environment and wildlife
• Birding field trips led by expert guides
• Opportunities to volunteer to help 

      the environment
• . . . .and much more!

Join or renew your membership in 
Pelican Island Audubon Society

For more information and to join, visit
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or mail in the application aaaaaaaa

April 6 - Friday - Oyster Bar Marsh 
Trail - Offered in partnership with 
the Indian River Land Trust - Guide: 
David Heuberger - Start time 9:00AM 
- Oyster Bar Marsh consists of a 155-
acre mangrove forest located on the 
lagoon-side of the barrier island, one-
half mile north of the St. Lucie County 
Line. In 2015, the Land Trust acquired 
30-acres of Oyster Bar Marsh, thereby 
protecting nearly all of the two miles of 
Lagoon shoreline. Not yet open to the 
public this walk affords scenic views 
of the Lagoon. Location: Oyster Bar 
Marsh: the lagoon-side of the barrier 
island, one-half mile north of the St. 
Lucie County Line - No signup required.

April 14 - Saturday - Oxbow Eco-
Center, 5400 North East St. James Drive, 
Port St. Lucie - Guide: Bill Loftus - Meet 
at the Center at 7:00 a.m. - Sign up 

online at PelicanIslandAudubon.org or 
call 772-567-3520

April 14 - Saturday - South Oslo 
Riverfront Conservation Area (ORCA) 
- Guide: Barbara Riebe - Start time 
9:00AM - South ORCA, located on 
the south side of East Oslo Road is 
comprised of approximately 70 acres 
of maritime hammock, xeric uplands, 
and impounded wetlands. The new 
link connection trail also traverses 
mesic hammock and a disturbed area 
through reclaimed abandoned citrus 
groves. There is an active Bald Eagle 
nest on the site. Location: South ORCA: 
Audubon House, 195 9th Street SE 
(Oslo Road) - No signup required. 
 
April 15 - Sunday - Sebastian 
Stormwater Park - Guide: Karen Schuster 
- Start time 9:00AM - Stormwater Park 

was designed to naturally treat storm 
water runoff before it enters the Indian 
River Lagoon. Untreated storm water 
contains fertilizers, lawn clipping, 
pesticides, and pet wastes. The retention 
areas eliminate large percentages of the 
nitrogen, phosphorous, and sediment 
pollutants. Location: Sebastian 
Stormwater: south side of Englar 
Drive between Barber Street and 
Schumann Drive - No signup required. 
 
April 21 - Saturday - Captain Forster 
Hammock Preserve - Guide: Will 
Johnson - Start time 8:00 a.m. - Meet 
at the Captain Forster parking area on 
Jungle Trail, one mile south of CR 510 
and the Wabasso Causeway.  Sign up 
online at PelicanIslandAudubon.org or 
call 772-567-3520

Field Trips 2018 For more information, call 772-567-3520
or email piaudubon@yahoo.com

A New Monthly Free Course Series!
At the Audubon House

195 9th St. SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach, FL 
Friday Mornings 9 am -12:00 pm

Attend classes & field walks to enhance your
Environmental Understanding and Skills

More info at
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

April 20 Flora & Fauna of the Indian River Lagoon followed by 
seining for fish in the IRL - Dr. Grant Gilmore

May 18 Blood Suckers followed by finding them at ORCA - Dr. 
Nathan Burkett-Cadena

June 15
Florida’s Honeybees: Challenges & Solutions For 
Our Local Pollinators with Stuart Rowan, President, 
South Brevard Beekeepers


