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Osprey photo by Bob Montanaro.

Upcoming Events
For more information visit PelicanIslandAudubon.org

or call 772-567-3520

4/5/19 
Field Trip

Oyster Bar Marsh - Guide: TBA Call Indian River 
Land Trust for time/directions 772-794-0701

4/6/19 
Field Trip

Captain Forster Hammock Preserve - Guide: Will 
Johnson - 8AM - Sign up at
PelicanIslandAudubon.org

4/8/19 
Meeting

Best Management Practices of Pruning Mature 
Trees with Katherine Booth - 6PM - North 
County Library- 1001 Sebastian Blvd (CR512), 
Sebastian

4/13/19
Field Trip

South Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area - Guide: 
Terry Greene - 9AM meet at Audubon House, 195 
9th Street SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach

4/15/19 
Meeting

Pelican Island Audubon Field Trips: Special 
Places and Fabulous Birds with Becky & Bill 
Loftus - 7PM - Vero Beach Community Center - 
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

4/17/19 
Field Trip

Turkey Creek Sanctuary - Guide: Bill Loftus - 
7AM - 1518 Port Malabar Blvd NE, Palm Bay - 
Sign up at PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Monthly Free Course Series!
At Audubon House

195 9th St. SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach, FL 32962
April 19, 2019 | 9 am - Noon

Learn about
Florida’s Unique Environments!

Invasive Plants
& Their Control
with Beth Powell & 

Wendy Swindell
Indian River County 
Conservation Lands

Our Insect Overlords
A new program by Bob Montanaro

Friday, April 12, 2019
Audubon House - 
195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd)

A Basic 
Introduction 
to Florida’s 

Insects 
observed 

through 
Photography, 
Science, and

B Movies!

Doors open at 
6PM - Program 
starts at 6:30PM

Plants for Birds & 
Pollinators

with
Tim Harrison

Native Butterfly Nursery

4/20/19 
Field Trip

Sebastian Stormwater Park - Guide: Karen 
Schuster - 9AM - South side of Englar Drive 
between Barber Street and Schumann Drive - Sign 
up at PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Get a free oak tree from Pelican Island 
Audubon Society for your yard.  Oak 
trees support a wide variety of insects 
making them beneficial for birds, 
especially around nesting time when it 
comes time to feed the chicks.  Oak trees 
also help to combat climate change while 
providing a cool shady spot in your yard.

Call 772-567-3520 or email
piaudubon@yahoo.com

for your free oak tree today!

Plants for Birds



A long overdue visit by Linda Chancellor
We had finally arrived at Corkscrew Swamp.   Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary has been managed by the National Audubon Society 
since 1954.  It was established to protect the largest remaining 
stand of bald cypress in North America.  A beautiful boardwalk 
meanders through pine flatlands, pond cypress at the edge of 
a wet prairie and continues through an ancient stand of bald 
cypress.  Spring is beautiful at Corkscrew.   The temperature 
was warm but at least there were no mosquitoes. The day we 
were visiting there was a post of a prescribed burn and we could 
see and smell the smoke as we approached the wet prairie   Blue 
flag iris were blooming at the base of the trunks of pond cypress 
and red blooming tillandsias clung to their rough gray bark.  We 
heard several kinds of birds but never expected what was around 
the corner.  Several visitors were staring at something down in 
the water.  It was an American Bittern not three feet from the 
railing.  It didn’t seem to care that it had an audience watching it.  

He just stood there looking for prey among the reeds and purple 
flowering pickerel weed.  Slowly it moved its neck forward 
and backward above the surface of the water.  I had only seen 
a bittern one other time in my life.  I simply had to get a good 
picture!  After a few moments we moved along the boardwalk 
deeper into the swamp.  I found myself surrounded by large bald 
cypress trees standing in dark tannin water.  New chartreuse 
green needles were emerging from the bald cypress trees.  Strap 
ferns, royal ferns and marsh ferns with their  varying shades of 
green brought life to this brown world.  I thought this could be 
a landscape of prehistoric times.  It was very difficult to leave 
this beautiful place but we had plans to meet friends on Marco 
Island.    
FYI - American Bitterns are known as shy birds and will usually 
try and camouflage themselves by raising their bill skyward to 
blend in with the reeds.  One colloquial name that it is known by 
is Sun Gazer.

Audubon Advocates News
Stories by students in the Audubon Advocate after-school program.

by Kenneth Crowell
Indian River Academy

At the Audubon house we do many 
things! For instance taking pictures, 
sketching, and what I’m going to tell 
you about birdwatching. When it comes 
to birding watching you have to be  very 
quiet. My great teacher, Ms. Katheryne, 
told me that if you are not quiet you 
will scare the birds. Did you know that 
cattle egret eat bugs? When cattle egret 
are hungry they walk around with cows 
because when the cows eat grass they 
disturb the insects and the cattle egret 
gets the reward. Anhingas swim under 
the water to get its food. Once it is done, 
it opens its wings and lets the sun dry 
them. That’s all you need to know about 
birdwatching!

by Katelyn Kemble
Citrus Elementary School

We were leaning about the birds in 
Audubon, they had a speaker to come 
and talk to us about what type of birds 
we would be seeing at Egret Marsh. The 
birds we were learning about in Audubon 
have found ways to adapt to their 
wetland habitats. Most of the birds have 
been flying around the water trying to 
find food. We learned that tree swallows 
eat mosquitoes. We later learned about 
how Egret Marsh uses algae to pull the 
nutrients out of the stormwater. They use 
a type of tractor that takes the algae and 
moves it into a little drop that moves the 
algae to a little crane-like machine that 
pulls it up and makes a pile on the other 
side. The algae pile can also be used as 
a soft landing, for the birds if they try to 
catch a ride on the machine. We got to 
use a camera and a pair of binoculars to 
see and take pictures of the birds more 
closely. When we were observing the 
birds we were learning about how they 
have adapted to their surroundings. We 
also learned that most birds like to stay 
near their mate.

Birdwatching
by Sandy Medina

Glendale Elementary School
In the art and photography lesson, 
we learned how to take pictures of 
animals and landscapes. We also got to 
practice our sketching skills with paper 
and pencil. What I learned in art and 
photography is that drawing and taking 
pictures can be fun, and I learned new 
things that I never knew before. We also 
got to go to Egret Marsh and see bunches 
of different types of birds and a huge 
alligator. We used binoculars and our 
cameras and took pictures of sandhill 
cranes and willets. We also learned how 
algae is used to pull the nutrients out 
of the water to help clean stormwater 
runoff at this facility.

Art & Photography
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Please help support our outdoor science, after-
school Audubon Advocates program, which 
focuses each year on 104 5th graders from four 
underserved elementary schools.  

 
We have no funding sources, 
and our kids need your help. 

 
Goal: improve science scores and opportunities for 

students, particularly under-served minority and girls. 
Path: Introduce students to outdoor, hands-on Lagoon 

science, providing and envision new career choices. 
• Pelican Island Audubon takes students outdoors into 

nature to kayak, photograph, sketch, meet scientists and 
understand our county’s diverse habitats, the role of 
seagrasses, mangroves, mosquitos, snakes fish and 
birds.  They learn about water pollution by going to 
Egret Marsh and the Lagoon. They adopt and clean a 
spoil island.  

Results: Educated, empowered students; new aspirations 
and possibilities for disadvantaged children; over time a 
healthier Lagoon.  

Transformative for our kids, their parents, our 
community & environment! 

• Children given the opportunity to explore and develop 
their natural curiosity and make their own observations, 
WILL come up with ideas, maybe even solutions, 
which will change community, our world. 

Please Sponsor One Student:  
Do Something Extraordinary! 

$700 Supports One 5th Grader 
• The students and their parents tell us that they now 

spend time together in nature.  
• Families come to ‘their’ Audubon House to explore the 

native gardens and walk the trails.  
• Students are proud to show and teach their parents, sibs, 

and friends what they’ve learned.  This experience is 
encouraging students to be strong environmental 
advocates now and in the future! 

========================================= 
Help	  fund	  one	  or	  more	  students	  to	  attend	  our	  14-‐week	  

after-‐school	  program	  at	  Audubon	  House.	  Thank	  you!	  	  
Name	  _________________________________________	  
Address________________________________________	  
City_______________________State____Zip__________	  
Telephone______________________________________	  
Email__________________________________________	  
My	  check	  is	  enclosed.	  Make	  check	  payable	  to	  Pelican	  

Island	  Audubon	  Society,	  or	  donate	  on	  line	  at	  
PelicanIslandAudubon.org	  

	  
___1	  Student	  $700	   ___2	  Students	  $1,400	  ___3	  Students	  

$2,100___4	  Students	  $$2,800	  	  ___5	  Students	  $3,500	  	  	  
	  
With	  great	  appreciation,	  
Richard	  H.	  Baker,	  Ph.D.	  President	  



Many folks contributed to the success of Pelican Island Audubon 
this year.  Volunteers participated in our events, developed 
courses, led birding field trips, helped with landscaping, grew 
trees, taught kids, wrote grants for funding, welcomed visitors, 
and continued our ongoing projects at Audubon House.  At our 
annual meeting on March 18, 2019, we recognized the special 
outstanding contributions individuals have made not only to 

our chapter but also to our community.  
These awards highlight our activities 
and inspire us all to work together to 
improve our quality of life and make 
Indian River County a sustainable, 
environmentally, and happy place to 
live. 
Phyllis Stockburger Award: to Ruth 
Moore longtime PIAS member who, 
at 98, is so generous with her financial 
support of our Chapter.
Board Member of the Year: to Dr. 
William Loftus for his great editing 
skills of PIAS publications, organizing 

new field trips and speakers at meetings, and facilitating our 
Osprey and Spoonbill citizen-science programs.   
Maggy Bowman/Conservationist of the Year: to Dr. Grant 
Gilmore, world-renowned Fish expert for helping us protect 
the fish nurseries at the Oslo Boat Ramp from a dredge-and-
fill project.  A great lecturer: “Did You Know Fish Talk?”  He 
teaches us that fish are like birds in that you can identify them by 
their sounds and gain so much information on their mating and 
nursery habitats.  He’s published over 70 papers on fish ecology 
and life histories of the spotted seatrout, snook, groupers, and 
sharks.
Environmental Educator Award: Katheryne Nix, who has 
done a terrific job in providing  an environmental awareness for 
our  After School Program, the Audubon Advocates, summer 
camps, and spring breaks.
Environmental Citizen: to Wayne Mills, who served as Chair 
of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, got the EPA to enforce the 
Clean Water Act and provide a blue print to reduce nutrients 
and sediments to restore the Chesapeake Bay. He has brought 
this mission to Florida by organizing the Brevard Clean Water 
Coalition and now the Indian River Clean Water Coalition with 
50 partnering organizations.
Conservation Journalist: to Tyler Treadway. We are so lucky 
to have Tyler Treadway, environmental journalist for TC Palm 
newspaper, spreading the word about the terrible environmental 
problems in our Lagoon and Blue Cypress Lake. 
Environmental Landscaping: to Terry Greene who not only 
keeps our Audubon House native gardens and Oslo Riverfront 
Conservation Area landscape beautiful, and is redoing his own 
yard in Collier Creek with native plants, setting a great example 
for all his neighbors and HOA.  
President’s Award: to Steve Palmquist. New on our board, 
Steve has nicely taken leadership of our Trees for Life Project.  
We now have around 1,500 Live Oaks in pots and 4,500 acorns 
planted in trays for germination.  One hundred free Live Oaks 
are available for planting now. 
Eleanor & Bud Kleckner Award: to Carla Hahn for her 
generosity.  Before the Intensive Beginning Birding Class started, 
I showed her our greenhouse and the Live Oaks in pots.  After 
the class, she gave Juanita an envelope saying it was a donation 

for the PIAS tree project. Not hundreds, thousands! When I told 
her I wanted to give her an award she said, “I do not need any 
recognition. I just love trees and your project is so wonderful 
and needed.  I am so happy to contribute because of all the great 
programs you are doing.” She agreed when I encouraged her to 
be an example to others.
Environmental Youth Award: to Will Johnson who led our 
warbler field trips for adults, joined us on the Christmas Bird 
Count, and had an art exhibition of his beautiful bird paintings.
Outstanding Service by an Elected Official: to Bob Solari, 
Chair of the Indian River County Commission who, more than 
anyone else, stopped further deposition of human sewage sludge 
(euphemistically called biosolids) being deposited in Indian 
River County.  He also successfully made a motion to stop a 
dredge-and-fill project the Oslo Road boat ramp that passed 4 
to 1.
Special Recognition: to David Simpson, Meri Beck, Carolyn 
Cimino, Becky Loftus, Felicity Rask, John Ericson, Jim Shea, 
Douglas Sutherland, George Thomas for helping with the 
Intensive Birding Class, and to Alexis Peralta for teaching about 
Stormwater to our Audubon Advocates for the last two years 
and leading field trips to Egret Marsh, Indian River County’s 
stormwater facility.

Our 2019 Audubon Heroes



Pelican Island Audubon Membership
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$25 Individual q$30 Family
Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

For more information and to join, visit
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or mail in the application

Bird of the Month 
by Juanita Baker

[

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A 
copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services 
by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘22
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘21
Toni Robinson ‘22
Bonnie Swanson ‘21
Appointed Board Members:
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese
Steve Palmquist
Ricky Ray

Pelican Island Audubon Society depends on its volunteers. Of our 
700 members we look to you to provide skills, labor, support, 
enthusiasm, dollars in contributions. We are now putting out the 
net to you again to find folks who retired from professions with 
skills that you would be willing to revive and share -- accountants, 
lawyers, fundraisers, public relations, academics, medicine, 
human relations and more. We know you are out there and just 
bursting with energy to jump into the PIAS volunteer pool.
So here is what we need: we have a strategic plan to move our 
chapter to new levels of work and accomplishment, but like 
all visions we need a funding plan, a plan to identify our supporters 
and potential long term contributors, people who like what we 
are doing with the after-school students, with our ‘trees for life’ 
project, our lagoon restoration partners, our field trips and lecture 
programs, our bird monitoring and our land conservancy projects. 
So if you have experience in any of the above listed skills and are 
willing to share your expertise with us, please step up, call 772-
567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com and let’s talk!

We need you!

Bonaparte’s Gull on graceful wing. © Andrew Liu 02
Sebastian Inlet State Park

Nikon D500 200-500 mm, ISO 400, 500mm, 1/1250, f/5.6. 

Meet a real “snowbird,” that visits us 
for the winter months, beginning in 
December through March. With such a 
delicate curving black bill, black ear spot 

behind the eye, and graceful white wings and square tail edged in black, 
Bonaparte’s Gulls come in flocks. Very actively diving just above the 
water or dipping along our shores and coves, they capture small fish, 
invertebrates, and insects.
Breeding season begins in May, after they leave us for Canada and 
Alaska. To attract their mates, Bonaparte’s Gulls molt their white 
head feathers, which are replaced by black feathers. Many birds have 
hormonal changes and breeding colors that lead to unusual eye-catching 
features to appeal, letting them know that it’s time, the season. Usually, 
to attract a particular mate, they exhibit specific behaviors (e.g. move 
towards them with a long call, then head toss). 
One of the few gulls that chooses to build their nests in trees, they select 
high locations in swampy, coniferous forests (tiaga) overlooking bogs, 
bays, and ponds so they can view any oncoming predators. If intruders 
come, the small colony of gulls easily spots them and raise the alarm. 
They come from different directions—diving, twisting, and turning—
complaining together in their strident voices, distracting the intruder, 
thus keeping the nests undiscovered. 
In August, after breeding and raising their young, they molt again, losing the black head feathers before their journey south to us. 
While migrating and fishing along the ocean coasts, isn’t this mostly white bird harder for you and predators to see against the gray 
background waters or cloudy sky?
The Bonaparte’s Gull was first described in 1815 with its Latin scientific name, but later given a common name after Prince Charles 
Lucien Bonaparte, nephew of Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte I. An ornithologist, Charles moved to America in 1822 from Italy to 
live with his new bride whose father lived in Philadelphia. He conceived of cataloging every bird species in the world. He started by 
publishing “American Ornithology, or History of the Birds of the United States” (4 vols., Philadelphia, 1825-’33), containing more 
than 100 new species he discovered by himself.


