
February 21 p 7:30 p.m. p Vero Beach Community Center

Birding in the ArCtiC
with Andy Bankert

The PIAS cookbooks are 
here!  The cost of the book 
is $14.95 plus $1.05 tax.  We 
are very pleased with the way 
the cookbook turned out.  We 
received a nice variety of 
recipes and the photos that 
Bob Montanaro provided for 
the book are outstanding.  It 
will surely make a wonderful 
addition to your cookbook 
collection or make a special 
gift.  So buy your copies 
today!  Call 772-567-3520 for 
info.

Cookbook for Sale!

Noted birder Andy Bankert is the February 21 speaker at the Vero Beach Community Center, 2266 14th Avenue, starting 
at 7:30pm.  Every summer millions of birds migrate to the arctic tundra of the far north to breed. Many shorebirds which 
are familiar to birders along their migration routes perform bizarre courtship displays, changing our impressions of these 
incredible creatures. Semipalmated Sandpipers make noises like a UFO and Buff-breasted Sandpipers throw their wings 
in the air to impress females. All four of the world’s species of eiders breed along with many other ducks in the tundra’s 
marshes. The Arctic Ocean also provides an important staging area for seabirds, some of which will follow the perpetual 
daylight to the Antarctic during our winter. Lifelong Floridian Andy Bankert will share some of the sights and impressions 
from his travels to the cold western Alaskan arctic. This talk will range from the small lemmings that drive life on the 
tundra to the Snowy Owls that hunt lemmings through the summer, from the shorebirds that travel the globe to the 
Eskimos who find everything required for life within a few miles of town.

Andy Bankert has been a birder for as long as he can remember and has traveled throughout much of the country and 
some of the world searching for birds.  He has seen over 200 species of birds on the World Series of Birding multiple 
times and holds the record for most species of birds seen in Florida in a single year.  For the past two summers, Andy 
has worked on bird-related projects in the Dakotas and Alaska.  He is a Civil Engineering student at the Florida Institute 
of Technology in Melbourne and plans to work in the field of water resources or hydrology.  Stay for light refreshments 
following the meeting.

Field trips
February 19 - St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park to 
see Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, Guide: Ranger Samantha 
McGee.
March 5 - Padgett Creek Ranches, Guide: Jens Tripson
Call 772-567-3520 for reservations and directions.

Bird Photo of the Month Contest
Share your love of photography and birds by entering 
Pelican Island Audubon’s Bird Photo of the Month 
contest.  For more information and the rules, visit 
www.pelicanislandaudubon.org. 
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.



Pishing by Linda Chancellor
To pish or not to pish, that is the question.  Pishing involves 
making a sound, that resembles a bird’s alarm or scolding 
call, by using one’s lips or kissing the back of your hand 
to coax the bird out of hiding.  The inquisitive bird would 
then reveal himself to find out who was in his territory.  
The noise one makes sounds like pish, pish, pish in rapid 
succession then chit, chit, chit.  I have heard this done on 
field trips and honestly thought it was another bird rather than 
a human making the sound.  Newer technology has elevated 
the art of pishing.  Today one can order and download an 
App, to your smartphone, which includes a complete set of 
bird identification pictures, songs and calls.  Information on 
a specific bird can then be accessed in less than a minute 
and the bird’s song or call can be played over the speakers.
More and more people are using this technology to coax birds 
out of hiding.  There is concern, as noted in David Sibley’s 
book Sibley’s Birding Basics,  that this technology, if used 
too often, might have a detrimental affect on a species.  
One should never use it during mating or nesting season 
as this may put stress on a species and divert them from 
their rearing duties, avoiding predators and resting. Pishing 
whether using ones voice or recordings can be a very useful 
tool for the birder but should be used only in moderation.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and a variety of public 
and private partners are advancing a collaborative approach 
to address landscape-scale land protection efforts to conserve 
wildlife and habitat in the greater Everglades landscape. This 
partnership is the Greater Everglades Partnership Initiative.

This partnership initiative would help conserve a rural 
working ranch landscape; protect and restore habitat; protect, 
improve, and restore water quality and wetlands benefiting 
residents and visitors in South Florida; and connect a matrix of 
existing conservation lands and important wildlife corridors, 
supporting Everglades restoration efforts. Three study areas 
have been defined within the greater Everglades landscape: 
(1) the Everglades headwaters area, (2) the Fisheating Creek 
area, and (3) the area around Florida Panther NWR and the 
Caloosahatchee River. The Service is currently focused on the 
first study area.  The planning target is to work with partners and 
willing landowners to conserve approximately 50,000 acres 
in fee title acquisitions and 100,000 acres in less than fee title. 

Public Meeting - Feb. 10, 2011 - 6-9 p.m.
Vero Beach High School - 1707 16th Street

new national Wildlife refuge 
Proposed in Florida

Pelican Island Audubon Society received a donation of 280 museum quality Doughty and Boehm porcelain bird 
figurines.  PIAS is selling these figurines at 25% off of the listing price as featured on www.Replacements.com.  
Please contact the PIAS office at 772-567-3520 if you wish to see the collection on a computer DVD.  We have 
already sold about $6,000.00 of the collection.  The prices range from several hundred to several thousand dol-
lars.  The birds range in size from inches to three feet in height.

Beautiful Porcelain Birds for Sale
All Proceeds to Benefit Pelican Island Audubon

Pelican Island Audubon is offering one $1,000 scholarship to a graduating senior in Indian River 
County who has been accepted to college.  The scholarship will be determined by a committee in response to a 
750-1,000 word essay answering the question, Should your generation care about the loss of Florida’s threatened 
and endangered species such as the Florida scrub jay, the gopher tortoise, manatees, and wild columbine?  For 
more information call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@bellsouth.net.  Deadline for entries: March 15, 2011. 



The President’s Hoot

Feds recommend denial of County’s dredge and Fill Project

PIAS was formed in order to protect Pelican Island 
National Wildlife Refuge, America’s first wildlife 
refuge, in 1961.  PIAS roots go back to 1961 as the In-
dian River Preservation Society, whose early members 
were comprised of citrus growers, commercial fisher-
men, sportsmen and concerned citizens that mobilized 
a successful grass-roots community effort to expand 
the boundaries of the Pelican Island National Wild-
life Refuge, the nation’s first refuge, when a proposed 
dredge and fill development project threatened the 
refuge. The organization was successful in convinc-
ing the State of Florida to declare the wetlands 
sovereign land.  From its success at Pelican Island the 
organization became affiliated with the National Audu-
bon Society and changed its name to the Pelican Island 
Audubon Society.
PIAS is still the voice of conservation in Indian 
River County (IRC).  PIAS’ opposition to the Oslo 
Road boat ramp dredge and fill project is a continua-
tion of this historic legacy. It is poetic that this time 
the Feds have come to our aid for what must be for 
them a very small issue of a small ramp at the end 
of a dirt road in Indian River County.
We were scheduled to begin a three day administra-
tive hearing regarding the St Johns River Water 
Management District’s permit to IRC on January 
19, 2011. The New Year began with three days of 
depositions.  Our experts deposed were Pat Rose 
(Executive Director of the Save the Manatee Club), 
Leonard Nero (environment consultant), and Dr. 
Grant Gilmore (world renowned research ichthy-
ologist-fish expert).  All did an outstanding job in 
showing the scientific reasons for refuting the vari-
ance and permit application given by St. Johns River 
Water Management District to Indian River County. 
Additionally, our attorney, Marcy LaHart, deposed key 
District and County witnesses.
As a result of our standing up and initiating this 
case, the US Environmental Protection Agency  
(EPA), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
have taken note of our action and have written 
strongly worded letters to the US Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACOE) recommending denial of the project 
as proposed.  Your letters also were important as 
indicated in a letter from the USACOE to IRC “In ad-
dition, numerous comments have been received from 
the public recommending denial of the project.”  
All these agencies are concerned with the county’s 
proposal to widen and pave the dirt road and park-
ing lot, fill valuable wetlands for a larger parking 
lot, and dredge in an environmentally sensitive area 

containing important nursery habitat for our coun-
ty’s important recreation and commercial fish and 
shellfish industries.  These agencies also indicated 
that the mitigation proposed is not appropriate for 
the damage that would be done to the environment. 
They cite that the project goes against many federal 
laws including the Clean Water Act and even violates 
the county’s own Manatee Protection Plan! They sug-
gest that the county find alternative sites including 
the historic 45th St. boat ramp, and, if needed, increase 
parking and ramp facilities at Riverside Park and 
Round Island, which are only a few miles away. 
Trial preparation came to a screeching halt when, 
on January 10, 2011, IRC filed a motion requesting 
that the administrative law judge close the case (re-
linquish jurisdiction), because it wished to modify 
the permit in order to further reduce impacts. The 
Administrative Law Judge denied the motion, and in-
stead granted our attorney’s request to place the case in 
abeyance for 120 days, directing the parties to update 
him on the status of the matter by April 12, 2011.  On 
January 11, the USACOE gave IRC 30 days to submit 
a response to the Feds concerns before there is a final 
decision.
The county needs to be protective of our marine life, 
fish nurseries, seagrasses, and mangrove swamps.  
The Indian River Lagoon is our county’s most precious 
resource that needs to be preserved for us all.  Other 
regions have rainforests, painted deserts, and soaring 
mountains, which also need protection, but the La-
goon is our county’s natural wonder. County authori-
ties should understand this by looking elsewhere for a 
place for big boats within the120 days the judge gave 
them, or in this time period, the St. Johns River Water 
Management District, seeing the Federal Government’s 
strong opposition, should pull the county’s permit. 
PIAS will continue it’s mission to work towards 
holding officials accountable to “preserve and protect 
the animals, plants, and natural communities in IRC 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness” 
as it started in 1961.  That means our working with the 
county to save the Lagoon for future generations.
Thank you for sending your letters to the agencies and 
your contributions to carry out our mission to Save 
Our Lagoon.  We have received $9,510, but need 
$8,990 more to pay legal and consulting bills.

Richard Baker, President
Make donations out to:
Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833
Vero Beach, FL 32961



Pelican island Audubon Society
2011 Membership

National Audubon* $20_____________
Pelican Island Audubon**
Individual   $20_____________
Family   $30_____________
Supporting   $50_____________
Contribution   $    _____________
Student***   $5______________
Total    $_______________
*National Audubon membership 
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The 
Florida Naturalist.
**Pelican Island Audubon membership 
Dues which PIAS will use for environmental education and 
advocacy and subscription to the Peligram
***Student Membership receive electronic copy of Peligram 
only - requires e-mail address

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue which 
concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net
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eLeCtrOniC 
deLiVerY 
enCOUrAged!
Receiving the Peligram via 
e-mail rather than by snail 
mail has the advantage of 
earlier receipt, living color, 
and it is easier on our bud-
get and the environment.  If 
you received this in the snail 
mail, please consider elec-
tronic delivery.
Please email
piaudubon@bellsouth.net to 
initiate delivery to your e-
mail address.  PIAS will not 
release your e-mail address 
to any third party.

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda
Did you know that half of our potable water here in 
Florida is used to water our yards that are mostly 
grass?  
Grass, in many, many places, has turned brown and 
ugly due to the cold temperatures.  By contrast, our na-
tive ferns that could serve gorgeous groundcovers are 
flourishing and often overlooked as landscape plants.  
Swamp fern (Blechnum serrulatus) is one example.    
Ferns are very primitive.  They pre-date flowering 
plants, have adapted over eons to difficult and changing 
conditions, and reproduce by wind-borne spores.
Swamp fern has a distinctive and interesting way of 
carrying its spores.  On the underside of the fertile 
leaves, the spores are borne in continuous parallel lines 
(“railroad tracks”) on either side of the midribs of the 
leaflets.  This feature can be used to definitively identify 
swap fern.
Swamp fern, despite its common name, does not need 
standing water to grow and often is found in open 
woods, as well as on the edges of swamps in peninsula 
Florida.  Though this fern prefers moist, shady condi-
tions, it will grow in full sun especially in moister loca-
tions.
Its fronds range range from 1 to 5 feet tall.  Its fronds 
are shorter and more leathery in sun and taller and more 
pliable in shade.  New growth is a dramatic, copper red 
color.  This fern speads by underground rhizomes and 
will fill hospitable areas quickly.
Its genus name, Blechnum, is an ancient Greek name 
for this type of fern.  Its species name, serrulatus, means 
small-toothed and refers to its serrated leaf margins.
Swamp fern is found throughout Florida and throughout 
the American tropics.  Florida, though, is the only state 
in which it grows.
You will find this fern growing in many of our conser-
vation areas including the Oslo Riverfront Conservation 
Area, the Captain Forster Preserve, the North Sebastian 
Conservation Area, and the Cypress Bend Community 
Preserve, which, unfortunately, is not yet open to public 
access.  We can look to our conservation areas for land-
scaping lessons from Mother Nature.

Audubon Academy - March 18 - 20, 2011 - will 
provide opportunities to learn more about citizen science, 
collaborative grants, advocacy skills, creating partner-
ships, Important Bird Areas, birding classes,  and field trips.  
Paramount Plaza Conference Center, Gainesville.  For more 
information, visit www.audubonofflorida.org

Swamp fern
(Blechnum serrulatus)


