
Climate Change:
Evidence it is Happening in Florida and How it 
Could Effect Local and Regional Conservation

with Steve Traxler

February 11, 2013  v  6:00 p.m. 

North Indian River County Library
1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

Birds of the Indian River Lagoon
with Bob Montanaro

February 18, 2013  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Masthead photo: Red-tailed Hawk by Bob Montanaro.

Field Trips for more information and 
reservations call 772-567-3520 or visit
www.pelicanislandaudubon.org
Feb 9 - Sebastian Inlet State Park - Guide: Darlene Halliday
Feb 16 - Indrio Savannahs Preserve - Guide: Tina Marchese
Feb 22 - Padgett Creek Ranches - Guide: Ralph Monticello
March 6 - Quality of Life Indicators - Guide: Graham Cox 

Steve Traxler works for the US Fish and Wildlife Service as 
a Senior Fish and Wildlife Biologist.  Steve has been work-
ing on Everglades since 1998.  Recently he is working on 
adaptation planning for the Peninsular Florida Landscape 
Conservation Cooperative.  The LCCs are a Department of 
Interior sponsored stakeholder based self-directed part-
nership focused on the threats such as climate change and 
urbanization from a strategic habitat conservation method-
ology.   Steve’s other projects include Everglades RECOVER 
(System wide evaluation, monitoring and adaptive Manage-
ment team) and climate change.  Previously, he has worked 
on Everglade’s restoration projects on the estuaries such as 
the Indian River Lagoon, Florida Bay, and Biscayne Bay.  
Steve also works with a local marine conservation non-profit 
focused on sea turtle research and education called InWater 
Research Group, Inc.  His degrees are from Florida Institute 
of Technology (Bachelors) and a Masters in fisheries from 
Texas A & M University.  His main hobbies include fishing, 
scuba diving, canoeing, kayaking, and hiking.

February 6, 2013 - Wednesday - 6:30PM - Sir Peter Crane, 
Dean, Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies 
will present “The Interconnectedness of Natural and Human 
Systems: From Global Change to the Indian River Lagoon”. 
Place: Waxlax Auditorium, St. Edwards School, 1895 Saint 
Edwards Drive, off of A-1-A South, Vero Beach. Admission: 
Free

Special Program

Bob Montanaro, our extremely talented office administrator, 
will be presenting his third outstanding presentation entitled 
“Birds of the Indian River Lagoon” at February 18th meeting 
at the Vero Beach Community Center in Vero Beach.  This 
is an exquisite multimedia presentation.  You will meet the 
birds, other wildlife, history, and scenery of the IRL and why 
we need to protect it.
We are so fortunate to have Bob on our staff.  He is very 
talented photographer, computer guru, and artistic designer 
for the Peligram and other artwork.   He keeps PIAS mov-
ing ahead on a day-to-day basis.  When you call the office 
you hear Bob who will help you ID a bird, find help for an 
injured bird or get you someone who can.  He makes our 
chapter one of the best by his conscientiousness, his striv-
ing for excellence, and his computer and photographic skills 
illustrating his love for wildlife and thus the goals of PIAS.  
His attitude, expertise, office management, enthusiasm over 
the years have contributed so much.
You may have seen his two earlier presentations:
•	 OspreyWatch-An in-depth look (three years of close 

observation) into the lives of Ospreys at Pelican Island 
National Wildlife Refuge along with other wildlife in the 
refuge.

•	 Critters, Cows and Cowboys- Details a year of cattle 
work and wildlife on a working at Treasure Hammock 
Ranch in Indian River County.

He will also be presenting “Birds of the Indian River La-
goon” at the our “Mini Treasure Coast Birding Festival” on 
April 6th. in partnership with the Cultural Council of Indian 
River.  Bob will be one of our festival speakers being held at 
the Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory, 200 9th St. SE 
(Oslo Road), in Vero Beach. 
You can contact Bob at his personal website http://www.
lunarcabin.com/ or his Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/bob.montanaro.9.  Here you will also see his great love 
and knowledge for our space program and panorama photo-
graphs. 



Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

Cardinal by Linda Chancellor

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

Tricolored Heron with Chicks on Nest by Lisa Willnow
A bird species may look very different depending upon lighting (dusk, 
cloudy, full sun), age (hatchling, juvenile, adult), behavior, whether it is in 
normal or breeding plumage, and if the feathers are wet, dry, or worn.  Lisa 
Willnow, in May, from a boardwalk, photographed this breeding Tricolored 
Heron actively fluffing its feathers.  This bird looks very different from the 
dark slate-blue, thin long-necked heron with characteristic white belly we 
usually notice foraging along edges of ditches and ponds.
In February-March, in preparation for courtship, Tricolored Herons dra-
matically change color: brown eyes and yellow legs become deep red, and 
yellow bills turn brilliantly blue. The intense blue on bill and face results 
when the heron rubs them in the oil from the uropygial gland at the base of 
their tail.  The oil is used for preening the feathers but, during the breeding 
season, a hormone is added.  The striking colors combined with rufous-
tinged back plumes and white head plumes signal each bird’s readiness to 
mate.  The highly colored male began a nest, attracted, and selected a simi-
larly colorful female and they produced these three young.  Because mating 
ended about a month before the photo was taken, this adult’s blue bill and 
facial color have paled.
About 10 days old, the three nestlings with their unruly down feathers and 
oversized bills will continue growing rapidly.  In 30 days they will leave the 
nest and their dependency on parental feeding ends. They will have grown 
beautiful juvenile chestnut-colored feathers on the head and neck, with slate 
back, white under-parts and frontal neck stripe.  Parental duties completed by June, the adults molt into normal plumage of 
plain slate blue feathers with yellow legs, facial skin, and lower bill. Watch in February when the molt intensifies colors for 
courtship.  The cycle begins again.

“Click, Click, Click” were the sounds in my backyard.  I 
spotted a flash of red in the yellow and green croton.   My 
eyes followed the bright red shape of a male 
cardinal as it flitted from branch to branch.   
His muted color mate was harder to spot 
even though I heard her voice coming from a 
nearby pink hibiscus.  The male made his way 
slowly to the bird seed I had scattered earlier 
on the pavers.  Then a squirrel noticed the 
action and proceeded to cautiously approach 
the seed pile.  The cardinal’s clicking became 
louder and more incessant.  The squirrel then 
backed off and left the cardinal to feed.
As I observed the cardinal I took note of his 
basic body shape, his distinct black facial 
markings and bright orange beak.   His body 
shape  reminded me of the simple teardrop 
shape Charley Harper used for his memo-
rable Cardinal prints.   Charley Harper (1922 
-2007) was an American artist who could cap-
ture the true essence of a bird by using simple 

shapes with vibrant colors and depicting  behavior char-
acteristic to that species.  In the early 1950’s, Mr. Harper 

was asked to create art work for the Ford 
Times, a publication created by the Ford 
Motor Company.   Years later, in 1972, he 
compiled many of his bird prints from that 
period and published the book  Charles 
Harper’s Birds &Words.   The book was re-
issued in 2008 and is definitely a bird lover’s 
delight.  The prints are not only wonderful 
to look at but the informative almost poetic 
text that accompanies them are a delight to 
read.
No matter what your favorite bird is 
whether it be a Cardinal, Rosette Spoon-
bill, Red Eyed Vireo, Burrowing Owl, or 
another I am sure you will enjoy the unique 
art of Charley Harper.  You can also Google 
Charley Harper bird art and click on im-
ages to see more examples of his distinct 
art. 

Photo © 2012 Lisa Wilnow Sony DSC-H5, f/4, 1/250 sec,
400 ISO, 32 mm lens - Tricolored Heron - Egretta tricolor
Order CICONIIFORMES – Family ARDEIDAE’

Photo: Bob Montanaro

Volunteers needed Cultural Council of 
IRC and the Pelican 
Island Audubon 

Society need volunteers to help with the next Treasure 
Coast Birding festival set for April 5-6.  Contact Debbie 
Avery at Debbie@cultural-council.org or Bob Montanaro at 
piaudubon@bellsouth.net. 
Cultural Council of IRC needs volunteers to help work on 
the Celebrate the Arts Week coming up April 19-26th. If 

you are interested contact Barbara Hoffman at director@
cultural-council.org or by calling 772-770-4857.
Thanks to volunteers for:
The Holiday Party
Darlene Halliday
Elsbeth Eibs
Tina Marchese
Lorraine Sutherland

and folding the January 
Peligram

Bob Killick
Karen Schuster



The President’s Hoot by Richard Baker
Are Birds Telling Us Something?

Unless you are a serious birder from the cold North Atlantic 
Ocean in Canada and the U.S., you probably have not seen 
a Razorbill, which is in the family Alcidae that includes oce-
anic species that come to land only to colony nest in rocky 
crevices or burrows. Their thick, deep bill and sleek wings 
with an elongated pointed tail gives them a fishing and 
escape advantage as they can submerge quickly to capture 
fish, crustaceans, squid, and worms even up to 60 ft depths.
Since they seldom are found south of Cape Hatteras, NC 
and have previously been recorded in Florida only four-
teen times and now at the Sebastian Inlet State Park (Nita’s 
favorite birding place), we went looking for it.  Yes, it was 
swimming close to shore on the south side of the Inlet near 
the first parking area.  It seemed oblivious to us and even 
ducked under the fishing lines from fishers along the bank.  
In December, thousands appeared as far south as Miami, 
Florida Keys, and Gulf of Mexico along with Black Scoters 
and other cold water birds.  There are a number of very dif-
ferent speculations all related to climate change:
1. Storms such as Hurricane Sandy pushed birds in differ-

ent directions.
2. Recent Sea Surface Temperature (SST) increased 3-4˚ C 

above normal along the Northeast Coast reduced food 
sources.

3. Warmer conditions produced population expansion 
in Eastern Canada, which forced younger birds to find 
new food sources.

4. Habitat pollution including changes in salinity and 
acidity

Clearly further research is needed to solve why these birds 
came south in such large numbers.   Will these birds find 
enough food so they can survive their long journey back to 
the Northeast? 
Addition information can be found at:
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/razorbills-invade-
florida
http://birdcast.info/forecast/razorbills-invade-florida/
Fig 1  Razorbill facing into the late evening sun with its 
unique bill and pointed tail
Fig 2  Beginning dive…Razorbill’s use their wings to help 
them dive for food 
Fig 3  Razorbill diving with wings out and visible 
Fig 4  Razorbill swimming underwater with wings out
Fig 5 & 6  Looking at you



Birds migrate-and member can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, PIAS 
could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission in Indian 
River County and support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon and a free gift cookbook!

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secre-
tary Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Suther-
land, Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: Joe Carroll 
‘14, David Cox, Ph.D. ‘14, Nancy Irvin ‘13, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. 
‘15, John Orcutt, Ph.D. ‘15, Toni Robinson ‘13 — Appointed 
Board Members: Graham Cox, Ph.D., Bill Halliday, Tina 
Marchese, Jane Schnee, Neil Stalter (Billi Wagner - Ornithological 
Consultant) Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & 
Consumer Services.  A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the 
Div. of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply 
endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

April 5-6, 2013__________
Oslo Riverfront 

200 9th Street SE (Oslo Road)
Vero Beach, FL

www.treasurecoastbirdingfestival.com
www.facebook.com/TreasureCoastBirdingFestival

Conservation Area

Planned Events include:
ORCA Wine & Cheese Pontoon Boat 
Tour
Canoe & boat tours to ORCA rookery 
island
Birding T.M. Goodwin WMA
Free tours of ORCA
Bird Art Show
Lectures on birding and area wildlife
Barbecue
Bird drawing class for children
FL Medical Entomology Lab tours
And more!

  Sponsored by

Hosted by



 Sitting at the crossroads of the Americas, the tiny nation of Panama is so amazingly 
rich in bird life that it hosts almost 1000 species, far more than the entire continent of 
North America.  Ecologically diverse, with the lowlands of the former Canal Zone, foot-
hills and highlands of the Central Cordillera up to 11,000 feet, birds are everywhere with 
both abundance and variety.

 The two lodges we visit are incredible in what they offer for birding. The Canopy 
Tower is actually a converted US Naval radar station.  Looking like a blue cylinder with a 
volleyball perched on top, the tower sits on top of Semaphore Hill, overlooking and almost 
touching the forest canopy.  With its 360-degree bird’s eye views, the birding is nothing 
short of effortless and amazing.  Toucans, raptors, tanagers, trogons, motmots, and the 
electrically charged blue cotinga are all easily seen. Walking the hill road is also incredible, 
as frequent army ant swarms bring dozens of ant birds into clear view, not to mention the 
mantled howler monkeys, tamarinds, coatimundis and other mammals that are common-
ly seen.  From the tower, we take side trips to world-famous Pipeline Road, called by many 
the best birding location in the world, Old Gamboa Road and Summit Pond.

          The Canopy Lodge, new companion to The Canopy Tower, is located about a two-
hour drive west of Panama City in the charming village of El Valle de Anton in the foot-
hills of the Central Cordillera.  Situated in an extinct volcanic crater, the surrounding 
verdant tropical forests, grasslands, clear-running rivers and agricultural areas offer up an 
abundance and wide variety of bird life.  Due to its higher elevation on the western slope, 
temperatures are lower and conditions are generally drier than in the Canal lowlands.  In 
the wonderful gardens surrounding the Lodge, birds are abundant, including tanagers, 
antshrikes, wrens, grassquits and flycatchers. Our delightful meals will be al fresco, sur-
rounded by flowers and feeders. 

TOUR PRICE: $2495, based on 12 participants in double occupancy. Includes almost ev-
erything except airfare to Panama.  
CONTACT: Sam Fried, Flights of Fancy Adventures, LLC, sam.fried@live.com, 860-690-
8599.  www.flightsoffancyadventures.com

FLIGHTS OF FANCY ADVENTURES, LLC
PANAMA 

LOW-PRICED SUMMER TOUR!
CANOPY TOWER & CANOPY LODGE

JUNE 24 - JULY 2, 2013


