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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities, and the land and water on which 
they depend in Indian River County through education, advocacy, and public awareness.

Bald Eagle & Florida Scrub-Jay photos by Bob Montanaro.

Upcoming Events
For more information visit PelicanIslandAudubon.org

or call 772-567-3520

2/8/19 
Field Trip

Round Island - Guide: Diane Morgan - 10AM 
- Meet at the park on the west side of A1A 
approximately 7.5 miles south of 17th Street 
Causeway intersection

2/8/19
Movie 
Night

Movie Night at Audubon House (195 9th St. 
SE [Oslo Rd]) - 6PM - Appalachian Trail: A 
National Geographic Documentary

2/9/19 
Field Trip

Bee Gum Point - Guide: Jim Shea - 7AM - End of 
Fred Tuerk Drive in Indian River Shores

2/12/19
Field Trip

Lagoon Greenway - Guide: Donna Winter - 9AM - 
NE intersection of Indian River Blvd. & 8th St.

2/11/19 
Meeting

Corkscrew Swamp: Wood Stork nesting and 
water shortage effects on the ecosystem with 
Shawn Clem, Ph.D. - 6PM - North County 
Library - 1001 Sebastian Blvd (CR512), 
Sebastian

2/16/19 
Field Trip

Fort Drum Marsh Conservation Area 
- Guide: George Glenn - 7AM - visit 
PelicanIslandAudubon.org for directions & sign up

2/18/19 
Meeting

A Tangle of Talons & Feathers: Adventures 
in Bird Photography with Mark Smith - 7PM 
- Vero Beach Community Center - 2266 14th 
Avenue, Vero Beach

2/20/19 
Field Trip

St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park - 5:30AM - 
visit Red-cockaded Woodpecker colony - Limited 
to 8 people - sign up at PelicanIslandAudubnon.org

2/20/19 
Field Trip

Bee Gum Point - Guide: Rody Johnson - 9AM - 
End of Fred Tuerk Drive in Indian River Shores

2/23/19 
Field Trip

South Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area (ORCA) 
- Guide: Terry Greene - 9AM - meet at Audubon 
House, 195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd), Vero Beach

2/26/19 
Field Trip

Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area/Joe 
Overstreet Landing - Guide: Carolyn Cimino - 
6AM - signup at PelicanIslandAudubon.org

3/1/19 
Field Trip

Toni Robinson Waterfront Trail - Guide: Nancy 
Soucy - 9AM - 79th St. off of U.S.-1

Nature Nick's  Animal Adventures
At Audubon House (195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd.)

February 9, 2019
Two Shows - 10AM & 12PM 

Live  Animal  Show!
Tickets

$5 per person
Buy online at

PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or call 772-567-3520

Fundraiser for the
Audubon Advocate
Education Program

Monthly Free Course Series!
At Audubon House

195 9th St. SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach, FL 32962
February 15, 2019 | 9 am - Noon

Learn about
Florida’s Unique Environments!

Scrub-jays
& their habitats
with Ellie Van Os

The Secret Life of the 
Florida Scrub-Jay

with Bob Montanaro

Guided ORCA Scrub walk



I had seen the beautiful, architecture of the Trans-Florida 
Central Railroad Bridge as we frequently drove north on I-95 
but I wanted to walk the bridge.  It was the last day of 2018 
as we drove to the Fellsmere Trailhead Preserve.  From 
there we walked the gravel path to the paved trail that 
would take us across I-95.  The trees had lost most 
of their leaves and sunlight filtered down to the 
ground.  I began to notice the amazing 
plant diversity that surrounded me.   Wet 
areas, now dry in the winter, were filled 
with red maples, marsh and giant leather 
ferns.   Many of the light gray branches 
of  the maples held small leaf tillandsias which 
glowed red in the winter sunshine.  Several varieties 
of wildflowers and grasses grew along the edge of 
the path.  We recognized Virginia bluestem grass, 
recently learned from an ORCA/FMEL class.   
Further down the trail slash pine, cabbage palms 
and hollies were recognized with a few Brazilian 
peppers.  We reached the bridge and stood looking 
at the multitude of cars and trucks passing under 
us and then continued down the other side.   Here 

the surrounding woods were more open with pines dominating 
but still great diversity of plant life.  Duck potato was flowering 

in the swales along the path and I spotted shoestring fern in 
the boots of cabbage palms. We turned around when we 

reached 102nd Terrace.   I heard a woodpecker, and 
saw a few small birds but they were too quick for 
me to identify.  As we neared the end of our walk I 

suddenly saw a larger bird fly and land on 
one of the lower branches of a maple tree.  
At first it did not register.  Then I could 
make out the rusty red breast.  My gosh - it 
was a robin!   And then there were more of 

them.   I thought - isn’t it too early for robins to be 
flying through?     

FYI:  I decided to explore eBird data to get the answer.  I 
also used the website www.journeynorth.org where an 

amazing amount of information can be found about 
the American Robin and used their maps and data to 
check for early sightings.  Interestingly, sightings in 
Florida for the American Robin have gotten earlier 
each year for the past couple of years. 

Walking the bridge 
by Linda Chancellor

Although we are fortunate to have wonderful birding spots in 
our county, sometimes wanderlust wins out and makes us want 
to explore new places. As part of a continuing exchange with 
Oklawaha Audubon, twelve members of Pelican Island Audubon 
took part in our first overnight field trip in January. We drove 
to Mount Dora, Florida, on Saturday morning and checked in 
to the Quality Inn before having lunch at Ken’s Amish Deli. In 
the afternoon, the group explored two areas for birding: Pine 
Meadows Conservation area in Eustis, an area of pinelands and 
wetland, and Hidden Lake Preserve, a mixed-habitat of pines, 
hammock and a steep ravine with a rivulet. Memorable birds 
included groups of mixed warblers, various waterbirds and 
a large flock of bluebirds. We capped the day with a relaxing 
dinner amid the holiday lights of Mount Dora.
The next morning we met our guides from Oklawaha Audubon, 
Gallus Quigley and Becki Smith, who took us on a 5-hour tour 

of the Lake Apopka North Shore restoration area. Both are 
excellent birders who led us to find species that were life birds 
or new Florida records for many of our group. Lake Apopka had 
been one of the lakes most polluted by agricultural nutrients. 
Efforts to clean the lake have been working and, as an added 
bonus, the filtering marshes created to cleanse water entering the 
lake have become a magnet for all kinds of birds (and for birders 
from everywhere who travel there to see them). Notable species 
seen and photographed by our group included White-faced Ibis, 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, White-crowned Sparrow, Least Bittern, 
Canvasback, Vermillion Flycatcher, and Sedge Wren. 
Next year, we’ll have Gallus and Becki speak at our monthly 
meeting about their birding experiences. Because of the success 
of our overnight trip, we’ll plan another for next year to some great 
sites on Florida’s west coast. Stay tuned for more information.

Field Trip Report: Lake Apopka, January 12-13, 2019 by Bill Loftus

The Audubon Advocates are back at it again! We have a new 
group of students for our Spring semester and are excited to get 
the program up and going for this semester! We welcomed 13 
students from each of our four schools (Vero Beach Elementary, 
Citrus Elementary, Glendale Elementary, and Indian River 
Academy). In our first week back with the students, we orientated 
them to the Audubon Advocate program, discussed what it 
means to be an advocate and how to use earth manners, created 
rules for the classroom, and gave the students a grand tour of the 
Audubon House and trails. February will be full of adventure 
for our students as they learn about photography, bird watching, 
stormwater runoff, and hike through the oak hammock habitat. 

We were thrilled to learn that two of our schools (Indian River 
Academy and Vero Beach Elementary) have started recycling 
programs for their classrooms with the Audubon Advocates as 
the leaders. We are proud of our sponsor teachers from these 
schools, principals, and Audubon Advocates that made these 
recycling programs a reality.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 9th! Nature Nick’s 
Animal Adventures will be coming back to the Audubon House. 
This Live Animal Show is a fun and educational for all ages and 
is a fundraiser for the Audubon Advocate Program. There will be 
two shows, 10am and 12pm. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased 
online at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org or by calling 772-567-
3520.

Audubon Advocates by Katheryne Nix

There are now 36 partners in the coalition: About Bethel Creek, 
Advantage Marine, Coastal Conservation Association, Dragon 
Fly Boat Mfg., Environmental Learning Center, Estuarine 
Coastal & Ocean Science, Fairlane Harbor HOA, Friends of St. 
Sebastian River, Grand Harbor SunTex Marine, Indian River 
Air Boat Club, Indian River County Historical Society, Indian 
River Neighborhood Assoc., Marine Bank & Trust, Marine 
Connection, Maverick Boats, Moorings Yacht & Country Club, 
Northern Trust Bank, Pelican Island Audubon Society, Quail 

Valley River Club, Reef Ocean Resort, Rotary Club of Sebastian, 
Rotary Club of Vero Beach, Schlitt Coldwell Banker Paradise 
Realtors, Seas up Go Paddle, Social Justice Steering Cmte. of 
UUFVB, Surlaterre Landscape Architecture, The Driftwood 
Resort, Waldo’s, Vero Beach City Marina, Vero Beach Power 
Squadron, Vero Beach Rowing Inc., Vero Beach Tackle, Vero 
Beach Yacht Club, Vero Marine Center, Vero’s Voice, Walking 
Tree Brewery, Youth Sailing Foundation of IRC, Inc.  

The 36 partners of the Clean Water Coalition



Some positive environmental ‘happenings’ as we start 2019
For 50 years, we have watched our 
county environment deteriorate. 
However, since then, PIAS and county 
voters made some progress by passing 
two bond issues one in 1992 for $26 
million, and one in 2004 for $50 
million.  The county used matching 
funds from the state’s Amendment 
1 funds to purchase 9,703 acres of 
county conservation lands, which are 
now protected forever.  However, 
poor water quality in the county is 
an issue that remains unsolved, with 
our waters suffering from the loss of 
seagrasses, high levels of nitrogen and 

phosphorus, red tide on our beaches, and biosolids dumping 
near pristine Blue Cypress Lake causing cyanobacteria (also 
called blue-green algae) blooms. Besides being unsightly, the 
red tide killed thousands of marine fishes and affected human 
health and economies.   The cyanobacteria bloom produced 
an airborne microcystin toxin that is implicated in ALS (Lou 
Gehrig Disease), Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s.  Added to these 
problems, the county experienced record high temperatures 
attributed to climate change.
There is now some hope as:1) our 
new Governor, Ron DeSantis, signed 
Executive Order 19-12 (Achieving 
More Now For Florida’s Environment) 
to ensure the protection of Florida’s 
environment and water quality.  He 
is making changes in our Water 
Management Districts and governmental 
departments and agencies, which should 
help our environment.  PIAS urges 
the Governor to release Amendment 
1 funds so that counties may obtain 
matching funds to preserve our lands. 
Please write the Governor to encourage 
him in continuing his environmental efforts and to ask him to 
release $300million/year for purchasing conservation lands as 
intended by Amendment 1.
2) The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) recently suspended spraying Roundup (glyphosate) 
into our waters, which kills all plants, not just invasives, causing 
them to rot into a thick muck on the bottom.  Glyphosate is also 
the most widely used herbicide employed by landscapers and 
by farmers, especially on genetically modified agriculture crops 
that are resistant to it.  It is now found in soy, corn and corn oil, 
canola seeds, beets, almonds, dried peas, carrots, quinoa, and 
meat.  You can also enjoy it in some of your oat cereals! But 
Florida must ban it totally as we have so few insects that are vital 
to our survival—like the bees that are dying.  Bees pollinate 80% 
of our fruit and vegetables we eat.
Researchers are studying whether Glyphosate might also be 
causing our cyanobacteria/ blue green algae blooms and possible 
human cancer.  A California jury ordered Monsanto, which 
makes the chemical, to pay a former school groundskeeper dying 
of cancer $289 million, later reduced to $78m.  France is trying 
to eliminate its use totally by 2021.
In Sebastian, Dr. Graham Cox, a PIAS board member, with his 
neighbors, is trying to stop the City of Sebastian from spraying 
glyphosate on its canals for weed control proposing instead to 
use mechanical or other non-toxic means to stop the chemical 
going into the lagoon and water bodies.  This chemical may be 

like DDT, which initially seemed not to affect human health.  It 
was used to stop many insects from spreading human diseases 
like malaria and saved millions of lives; it was also used widely 
in agriculture.  One crop of cotton was sprayed over 11 times. 
These large applications resulted in DDT entering our waters, 
insects, and fishes, which caused the thinning and breaking of 
eggshells of many bird species including eagles and osprey. With 
such widespread use, the target insects became resistant to DDT, 
and it was not useful any more.  With the DDT ban, some of 
these species are increasing, although DDT is still being used in 
some countries to control malaria.
3) Since south Florida and the lands around Lake Okeechobee 
banned spreading of human biosolids (human sewage sludge), 
sewage utilities in south Florida started paying farmers in central 
and north Florida to spread it on their fields at 77 different sites.  
This includes, four in our county (according to a DEP map). The 
County Commission under the leadership of Commissioner Bob 
Solari, voted to ban the dumping for 6 months and is working 
on a total ban. In other good news, our County Commissions 
also voted 4 to 1 to also stop the dredge-and-fill project at Oslo 
Road, thanks to the help of the Coastal Conservation Association 
(CCA).

4) We are impressed with what the 
Brevard Indian River Lagoon Coalition 
has done in a short period: After a 
six-month information campaign, 
the Brevard voters overwhelming 
approved a half-cent sales tax that 
will yield $400 million over ten years. 
In 2018, Coalition members rallied 
the community to support a Septic 
System Ordinance requiring any new 
septic systems to feature advanced 
treatment, reducing nitrogen going 
into waterways by 65-80%, passed 
by a unanimous vote of the County 
Commission.  

5) With these successes, the CCA, Indian River Neighborhood 
Association, and PIAS formed a group called the Clean Water 
Coalition of Indian River County (CWC), an independent, 
unifying voice to protect and restore the county’s surface and 
ground waters. It aims to connect and coordinate with community 
partners to maximize efforts toward a shared vision. The CWC 
envisions complete restoration of healthy surface waters and an 
ecosystem teeming with diverse fish and wildlife: a place where 
we can take our families to swim, fish, and recreate without fear 
of infection, and be assured of a plentiful supply of clean safe 
drinking water for current and future generations. 
The coalition has five key initiatives:

• Restore the Indian River Lagoon 
• Improved Wastewater Treatment
• Safe Bio-solid disposal
• Enforce a No-Discharge Zone for Boats in the lagoon
• Ensure a clean and sufficient supply of potable water for 

current and future generations.

 CWC held its first public meeting on Jan 17th with about 175 
people attending.  There are now 36 partners in the coalition - see 
the list on the opposite page.
Those who have similar interest in our clean water, join us! 
This will give the CWC a lot of clout when it appears before the 
county commission and city councils to get a clean water issue 
changed or approved.

American Bittern by Richard H. Baker



Pelican Island Audubon Membership
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$25 Individual q$30 Family
Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

For more information and to join, visit
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or mail in the application

Bird of the Month 
by Juanita Baker

[

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A 
copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services 
by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘19
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘19
Toni Robinson ‘19
Bonnie Swanson ‘19
Appointed Board Members:
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese
Steve Palmquist
Ricky Ray

Pelican Island Audubon Society depends on its volunteers. Of our 
700 members we look to you to provide skills, labor, support, 
enthusiasm, dollars in contributions. We are now putting out the 
net to you again to find folks who retired from professions with 
skills that you would be willing to revive and share -- accountants, 
lawyers, fundraisers, public relations, academics, medicine, 
human relations and more. We know you are out there and just 
bursting with energy to jump into the PIAS volunteer pool.
So here is what we need: we have a strategic plan to move our 
chapter to new levels of work and accomplishment, but like 
all visions we need a funding plan, a plan to identify our supporters 
and potential long term contributors, people who like what we 
are doing with the after-school students, with our ‘trees for life’ 
project, our lagoon restoration partners, our field trips and lecture 
programs, our bird monitoring and our land conservancy projects. 
So if you have experience in any of the above listed skills and are 
willing to share your expertise with us, please step up, call 772-
567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com and let’s talk!

Why haven’t you seen this duck 
more often, if it is one of the most 
abundant and widespread North 
American Ducks? First, Lesser 

Scaup form pairs in January to March and fly up to Canada’s 
unpopulated vast boreal forests—the warm, dry climatic zone 
just below the arctic, coniferous forests of pine, spruce, and fir. 
With the June thaw, peak nest building begins on the ground in 
new vegetation growth of at least 8 inches in upland habitats on 
islands near open water; often where gulls nest, too. 
Second, breeding takes time. Most broods incubate about a 
month, hatching in July and August. Within 24 hours, as soon as 
their natal down is dry, the mother leads the 8-10 ducklings 
from the nest to water.  Weighing less than an ounce, they can 
dive, swim—feeding underwater on aquatic invertebrates, 
midges, and clam shrimp.  After 2-5 weeks, the female leads her brood to join other females and ducklings, forming a crèche of 15-
40 - up to 100 in all!  If potential predators approach, one or two females feign injury to distract them while the other females herd 
and protect the ducklings. At about 2 months old, the ducklings reach 66% of their adult weight, they molt and can fly. Females look 
after their broods for 2-5 weeks, then leave their young to further grow and migrate south on their own. 
For fall migration, Lesser Scaups, often the latest migrant ducks, gather in large protective groups of thousands to fly south.  They 
congregate on isolated wetlands, feeding to store energy as they wait for the low pressure system, leading to high-pressure systems.  
These drive southerly winds, which scaups ride to Florida and beyond. Scan the middle of the Lagoon and large lakes in winter, 
January-March, to distantly see thousands flying in huge flocks, landing together in large flotillas.

Lesser Scaup Enjoying Hunter Spring’s Clear Water © John Moran 01 
Canon 5D Mark II, EF100-400mm f/4.5-5.6L IS II USM, ISO 1250, 400mm, 1/2500, f/5.6

We need you!

Notice of Annual Meeting The March 18, 2019 general 
meeting of the Pelican Island Audubon Society to be held at the Vero Beach 
Community Center, 2266 14th Avenue, at 7:00 p.m. will be the annual meeting 
of the Society. The Nominating Committee will put forth a slate of candidates for 
election to the Board of Directors to be voted on by the membership attending 
the meeting. Nominations for candidates will also be accepted from the floor.


