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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities, and the land and water on which 
they depend in Indian River County through education, advocacy, and public awareness.

Masthead photo: American Kestrel by Bob Montanaro.

January 19 & 20, 2018 at the
Emerson Center, 1590 27th Avenue, Vero Beach

Many species could live in sustainable harmony with us if 
we redesign our landscapes to accommodate those species 
by providing food, shelter, and nesting sites using native 
plant species. Our conference is an opportunity for you, as a 
builder, landscaper, home-owner association board member, 
and/or homeowner in Indian River County, to learn how 
to landscape in a way that is sustainable, cost-effective and 
helps enhance our quality of life and our community’s health.

Learn More At
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

January 8, 2018  v  6:00 p.m. 
Butterflies with Ken Gonyo

Ken’s presentation will include an outline of the taxonomic 
relationship of butterflies, their morphological characteristics, 
and interesting butterfly factoids, with a Monarch migration 
update.  Ken will also discuss how to create suitable 
habitat through gardening for butterflies in your yard.  The 
presentation features a slide show of 30 or so Central Florida 
Butterflies representative of the various representative 
families as well as the native plants that serve as host to the 
larvae.

January 15, 2018  v  7:00 p.m. 

North Indian River County Library
1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian

Vanishing Florida: A visual story of 
Florida’s lost wilderness and history 

with Kevin Boldenow

Audubon House - 195 9th Street SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach

January 22, 2018  v  6:00 p.m. 
Digiscoping Presentation

Swarovski Optik Naturalist Market Manager Clay Taylor will present an introduction to digiscoping, which achieves 
remarkable results for long range photography not easily gotten from even the longest lenses on the market and at a fraction 
of the cost of multiple long lenses.   Participants will learn about what equipment to use, all the options available on the 
market, digiscoping techniques, and why, when and where digiscoping makes sense versus SLR photography.

The award-winning photographer Kevin Boldenow is inspired 
by the density and drama of the Florida landscape and uses 
primarily black and white film ‘to capture the myriad texture 
and details found on the overwhelmingly verdant landscape’.  
Boldenow says, “I am not interested in coercing people to 
become die-hard environmentalists, but rather to look at my 
photography and recognize the beauty, vitality, and necessity 
of our natural resources.  Thematically, my photography is a 
look outside our surroundings.  I want people to feel as if they 
are a part of my picture.  We are a part of nature, and coexist 
with every living thing on this planet.  Harming nature inflicts 
damage on all of us, and does away with a piece of our soul.”

with Clay Taylor, Swarovski Optik Naturalist Market Manager
Special Digiscoping Talk & Workshop at Audubon House

January 23, 2018  v  9:00 a.m. 
Digiscoping Workshop (9am to noon)



Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

Peace © Arlene Willnow
Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Delray Beach, FL  
Nikon P 510 , ISO-100, f 4.9, 1/1600 sec

Those Darn Ducks by Linda Chancellor

Pied-billed Grebe - Podilymbus podiceps

Waddle, waddle, waddle.  “Hurry, hurry, hurry,” I thought as 
I sat in my car looking through  the windshield.  They always 
seem to know when I need to go somewhere, for as soon as I 
round the corner in my development they are there waiting 
for me.  The three of them then start their slow march of 
crossing the street from the retention pond to the sidewalk. 
Evenly spaced the procession seems to take forever, because 
of my impatience, but it is probably no more than a minute 
before they reach the other side.  It was about a year ago that 
four of them appeared in our neighborhood.  Now there are 
only three of them.   They are Muscovy ducks and each of them 
has very unique markings.  All of them have the typical warty, 
ugly looking red heads and shiny, black bodies with a splotch 
of white here and there.  But one has a white neck and breast 
with large white wing patches. Their large, heavy bodies look 

like they would be the size of a medium turkey.   I suspect 
they have remained here because one of the neighbors has 
been feeding them.  Sometimes when I am taking a walk, I 
notice they have left the sidewalks very messy and so I am 
very glad they do not walk down my street.  I have never seen 
ducklings but am afraid there may be some soon.   Well it is 
time for me to run another errand so I am sure they are lining 
up around the corner waiting for me.  
FYI - Muscovy ducks are a non-native species that originally 
came from Central and South America.  There are estimates 
that there are tens of thousands in the state of Florida.  Florida 
Fish and Wildlife says that the species has become invasive.  
They sometimes create problems through competition 
with native species, cause damage to property and possible 
transmission of disease to native waterfowl.  They only may 
be kept in captivity where they will not come into contact 
with native wildlife and will not escape.  

Aren’t photographs wondrous? We can take time to observe carefully this 
moment in time - the sun shining on this Pied-billed Grebe, illuminating 
the details of the feathers drying in the sunshine, framed by the rippling 
blue water. We can guess these gentle ripples are caused by the feet 
paddling beneath the grebe’s body.
The fledgling stage ends by at least three months after hatching, when 
the young birds are able to hunt and survive independently. The parents 
essentially close the door on their nest, even pecking or grabbing the 
fledglings’ necks and shaking them if they try to return.  Parents may be 
readying for a second brood or are they encouraging independence?
Being bird detectives, we note the reddish neck, and face have lost 
the striped head markings of the juvenile. The delicately curved, pale 
beak, and nostril, with no “pied” or dark marking, is also a sign of no longer being a 
juvenile. We note the grayish back feathers have not yet molted. This indicates that 
the juvenile, usually at about seven months, has developed into the next stage, what is 
called the Basic 1 plumage, but has not yet developed adult Definitive Basic plumage.
Alert posture, eyes, and head, indicates the bird is listening and watching for prey or predators. Often, we see a grebe 
suddenly disappear for minutes as it dives below the surface to find food, popping up in another part of the lake, usually in 
the company of another juvenile or mate.  The moment caught in this photo is fleeting, one moment there, the next the grebe 
may disappear, nowhere to be seen.

A moment in time

Nature Education, Advocacy, & Volunteer Opportunity Classes: How to be an Audubon Activist! 
A New Monthly Free Course Series!

At the Audubon House
195 9th St. SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach, FL 

32962

Friday Mornings 9 am -12:00 pm

Attend classes & field walks
to enhance your

Environmental Understanding and Skills  
to lead communities to:

•	Plant native gardens
•	Attract wildlife
•	Decrease fertilizer & toxins
•	Conserve water
•	Remove CO2

Feb 16, 2018
Butterfly/Pollinator Native Gardens - Ken Gonyo 
& Invasive Plants & their Control - Beth Powell & 
Wendy Swindell

March 16, 2018
Being an Audubon Activist followed by a walk to 
the ORCA Tower -
Dr. Richard Baker & Ken Gonyo

Apr 20, 2018
Flora & Fauna of the Indian River Lagoon fol-
lowed by seining for fish in the IRL -
Dr. Grant Gilmore

May 18, 2018 Blood Suckers followed by finding them at ORCA 
- Dr. Nathan Burkett-Cadena

All classes held are taught by dynamic guest speakers on topics related 
to our local natural habitats and associated flora and fauna.  Each class 
will have a classroom segment of interactive lectures followed by outside 
field excursions relating to the classroom topics.  The class will give you 
opportunities for hands-on learning of various habitats.

Pre-register at www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org  |  Phone: 772-567-3520  |  Email: piaudubon@yahoo.com



Why did you move to Indian River County?
Because Florida is beautiful with 
ideal climate? People are drawn 
also to the lovely lakes and wetlands, 
the good fishing, golf and year-
round outdoor sports, the small 
town communities, the arts and 
cultural opportunities, the lovely 
preserved lands in our county with 

native hammocks, wetlands, and unique wildlife. Sadly, we 
humans have polluted our lagoon and made it hazardous for 
ourselves. Yet we can fix it.  

You and I can do something about this pollution 
that comes from agricultural chemicals, septic-tank 
waste, and the planting of exotic vegetadtion and lawns, 
all of which results in fertilizer and pesticide runoff?  
Come find out how to help by attending our exciting 
community conference: Transforming Landscapes for a 
Sustainable Future- Learn how to Enhance Your Yard with 
Native Plants, on January 19 and 20, 2018, at The Emerson 
Center, 1590 27th Ave, Vero Beach, FL 32960. We can clean 
our lagoon if we work together. Please help us inform our 
entire community about this conference and encourage 
them to attend. Please take or email this flyer to your 
HOA, landscaper, a public place, a school, your church, 
doctor’s, dentist, attorney’s office, or give to a friend. 
We have many supporting, diverse sponsors who have 
contributed $14,800 to ensure a low-cost event for you.  If 
you need a larger poster, contact our office 772-567-3520.

This Lagoon is here for you and me to appreciate. Yet the 
Lagoon is dying. And like the canary in the mine, we must 
heed our wildlife indicators. As we do something about this 
lagoon pollution, we can also do something about climate 
change! Did you know that one large tree could absorb about 
48 pounds of CO2 per year? Planting our yards with more 
native plants can produce oxygen and reduce carbon dioxide 
in our atmosphere.  

The more we can get people to support and attend, the 
better chance we can all work together to transform our 
community to save our Lagoon and reduce the effects of 
climate change. Saving the Lagoon is essential for the health 
of our economy as well as our natural lands like ORCA and its 
impoundment waters, 
We realize the enormous undertaking required to 
change course. However, the health of the Indian River 
Lagoon makes it clear that time is not on our side. We must 
ALL act now or potentially lose what has made our region so 
attractive to people and businesses.

The goal of the conference is to provide knowledgeable 
insight into the pressing need to reverse course on the way 
that communities, developments and homes in counties 
along the Indian River Lagoon develop their outdoor 
landscapes. While Lake Okeechobee discharges and septic-
system pollutants have been the main focus for improving 
the water in our region, transforming landscapes can play as 
much of a vital role in protecting water quality, preserving 
water quantity, protecting our health and providing habitats 
for plants and animals.
Professor Doug Tallamy from University of Delaware, 
our keynote speaker on January 19 and author of Bringing 
Nature Home - How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native 
Plants, writes: “Most of our native plant-eaters are not able 
to eat alien plants, and we are replacing native plants with 
alien species at an alarming rate, especially in the suburban 
gardens on which our wildlife increasingly depends.”  Tallamy 
thinks we can still stop this “6th Extinction” and save most 
of the plants and animals, by restoring native plants to our 
human-dominated landscapes. Our conference (see schedule 
list of great speakers) is an opportunity for everyone to learn 
how to landscape in a way that is sustainable, cost-effective 
and helps enhance our quality of life and our community’s 
health. Many species could live sustainably with us if we 
redesign our landscapes to accommodate them by providing 
food, shelter, and nesting sites using native plant species.
Other speakers will also include Steve Turnipseed, author 
of “Transformation of a Turf Grass Lawn into a Native Plant 
Landscape,” and Dr. Zak Gezon, Conservation Program 
Manager for Disney. Other speakers will touch on various 
topics pertinent to transforming landscapes for a sustainable 
future in our region, including Jacob E. Ensor, a lawyer who 
is knowledgeable about HOA laws. Our target audience 
is broad; it includes all homeowners, local governments, 
homeowner’s associations, developers, landscape architects, 
consulting engineers, new homeowners, future homebuyers, 
and concerned residents. 

The rate of development in the Indian River Lagoon 
region has reached pre-recession levels, and now is 
the time to discuss transforming landscapes so that our 
residentially and commercially developed lands are part of 
the solution to a healthy environment, not a detriment.
Please attend and bring others with you!  Sign up online:  
www.pelicanislandaudubon.org -  This conference will 
benefit our community. Let’s all come together to work 
on solutions for transforming landscapes for a sustainable 
future. 

Best Wishes in the New Year!



Pelican Island Audubon Membership
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$25 Individual q$30 Family
Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy 
of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services by calling 
toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by 
the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘19
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘18
Toni Robinson ‘19
Bonnie Swanson ‘18 — 
Appointed Board Members:
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese

Membership benefits include:
• Monthly Peligram newsletter
• Monthly meetings on the environment and wildlife
• Birding field trips led by expert guides
• Opportunities to volunteer to help 

      the environment
• . . . .and much more!

Join or renew your membership in 
Pelican Island Audubon Society

For more information and to join, visit
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or mail in the application aaaaaaaa

with Juanita Baker, Ph.D. & David Simpson. 
Learn basic knowledge to understand birds through four “indoor field 
trips” (Feb 6, 8, 20, 22, 6-8:30 pm) with many beautiful photographs 
representing Indian River County’s variety of Bird Families, plus two 
“outdoor field trips” (Sat. Feb 10, 7 am-12 pm & Sun. Feb 25, 7 am-1 pm) to 
local birding Hotspots.  Learn what to look for, understand and appreciate 
our Florida wonders.  Limited to 30 participants. Learn more & sign up at 
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org.  $95 for members.

Audubon invites you to 
join our 2018 Intensive 
Beginning Birding 
Course

January 5 - Friday - Toni Robinson 
Waterfront Trail - Offered in 
partnership with the Indian River 
Land Trust - Guide: Nancy Soucy - Start 
time 9:00AM - This 50-acre block of 
conservation lands is situated on the 
west side of the Lagoon a mile south 
of the Wabasso Causeway. It contains 
oak trees, scrub forest, mangroves, 
and beautiful views of the Indian 
River Lagoon. Location: Toni Robinson 
Waterfront Trail: 79th Street, east off 
U.S. Highway 1 - No signup required.
January 13 - Saturday - North Oslo 
Riverfront Conservation Area 
(ORCA) - Guide: Barbara Riebe - Start 
time 9:00AM - ORCA is comprised of 
approximately 300 acres of varied 
tropical habitats including mesic 
hammock, scrubby pine flatwoods, and 
coastal wetlands. This two hour tour 
covers 1.5 miles of trails and the far 
destination is an observation deck over 

impounded wetlands often teaming 
with wading birds. Location: North 
ORCA: Located on the north side of East 
Oslo Road - No signup required.
January 16 - Tuesday - Lagoon 
Greenway - Offered in partnership 
with the Indian River Land Trust - Start 
time 9:00AM - Guide: Felicity Rask 
- Start time 9:00AM - This exciting 
property boasts an ecologically diverse 
three-mile trail system for hiking, 
jogging or bike riding. The Lagoon 
Greenway is an example of a public/
private cooperative developed by the 
Land Trust, working with Indian River 
County Commissioners, The Mosquito 
Control District and F.I.N.D. (Florida 
Inland Navigation District). Location: 
Lagoon Greenway - NE Intersection 
of Indian River Blvd & 8th Street - No 
signup required.
January 21 - Sunday - Orlando 

Wetlands Park - 25155 Wheeler Road, 
Christmas - Guides: Steve Goff and Bill 
Loftus - Meet at the Chevron station on 
512 near I-95 at 6:00AM - Registration 
required - call 772-567-3520.
January 24 Wednesday & Jan. 27 
Saturday - Bee Gum Point - Offered in 
partnership with the Indian River Land 
Trust - Guide: Rody Johnson - Start 
time 9:00AM - Situated on the Atlantic 
Flyway, this 111-acre property is part 
of an important block of conservation 
lands acquired by the Land Trust along 
the Indian River Lagoon in 2011. It was 
one of the last unprotected wetlands on 
the barrier island and includes a mile of 
Lagoon shoreline. DIRECTIONS - At the 
blinking light on A1A in Indian River 
Shores, turn west onto Fred Tuerk Drive 
and proceed to the end of the road. 
Entrance is on the left by the electrical 
substation. - No signup required.

Field Trips For more information, call 772-567-3520
or email piaudubon@yahoo.com


