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Cooper’s Hawk photo by Bob Montanaro.

Upcoming Events
For more information visit PelicanIslandAudubon.org

or call 772-567-3520

3/2/19 
Field Trip

Orlando Wetlands Park - 25155 Wheeler Rd., 
Christmas - Guides: Steve Goff & Bill Loftus - 
More info & sign up at PelicanIslandAudubon.org

3/8/19 
Field Trip

Spoonbill Marsh - Guide: Ken Grudens - 9AM - 
Call IRLT at 772-794-0701 for directions

3/8/19
Movie 
Night

Movie Night at Audubon House (195 9th St. SE 
[Oslo Rd]) - 6PM - Ivory-billed Woodpecker

3/9/19 
Field Trip

Bee Gum Point - Guide: Jim Shea - 7AM - End of 
Fred Tuerk Drive in Indian River Shores

3/11/19 
Meeting

The Big Turtle Year: Celebrating Turtles Across 
the United States with Jim Heinrich - 6PM - 
North County Library - 1001 Sebastian Blvd 
(CR512), Sebastian

3/12/19
Field Trip

Lagoon Greenway - Guide: Donna Winter - 9AM - 
NE intersection of Indian River Blvd. & 8th St.

3/14/19 
Field Trip

Wakodahatchee Wetlands & Green Cay (Delray 
Beach) - Guide: Bill Loftus - Day trip - More info 
& sign up at PelicanIslandAudubon.org

3/18/19 
Meeting

Forage Fish Research Program: Keeping 
Florida’s Fins, Feathers, & Fisheries Fed 
wtih Cameron Jaggard - 7PM - Vero Beach 
Community Center - 2266 14th Avenue, 
Vero Beach - Notice of Annual Meeting The 
Nominating Committee will put forth a slate of 
candidates for election to the Board of Directors 
to be voted on by the membership attending the 
meeting. Nominations for candidates will also be 
accepted from the floor.

3/23/19 
Field Trip

Kashi Ashram - Guide: Felicity Rask - 7AM - 
More info & sign up at PelicanIslandAudubon.org

3/27/19 
Field Trip

Bee Gum Point - Guide: Rody Johnson - 9AM - 
End of Fred Tuerk Drive in Indian River Shores

3/30/19 
Field Trip

North Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area (ORCA) 
- Guide: Terry Greene - 9AM - north side of East 
Oslo Road

Monthly Free Course Series!
At Audubon House

195 9th St. SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach, FL 32962
March 22, 2019 | 9 am - Noon

Learn about
Florida’s Unique Environments!

Hammock 
Habitats & ORCA 
Hammock Walk
with Ellie Van Os

Our Insect Overlords
A new program by Bob Montanaro

Friday, April 12, 2019
Audubon House - 
195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd)

A Basic 
Introduction 
to Florida’s 

Insects 
observed 

through 
Photography, 
Science, and

B Movies!

Doors open at 
6PM - Program 
starts at 6:30PM



Do you keep a life list of birds that you have seen?   When I 
lived up North I used to try and learn the names of the birds I 
saw at our bird feeder.  After moving to Florida, joining Pelican 
Island Audubon Society and going on some birding trips 
I became aware of people keeping lists of birds 
they have seen during their life time - a life list.  
Lists are wonderful for keeping track of 
birds but I appreciate a bird more when I 
have learned additional details about its 
habitat, nesting, preferred food, song, 
etc.  A recent article in “Living Bird” magazine, 
published by Cornell Lab of Ornithology, really 
intrigued me.  Eliot Miller, an evolutionary biologist, 
wrote about birds that have evolutionary uniqueness.  
I had never really thought about the history of a 
specific species.   Eight birds were profiled that are 
the only extant species of their evolutionary lineage.  This 
means they are the only living species in their family and 

genus.  What a surprise three of them can be seen in 
our county fairly frequently.  They were the Osprey, 

the Limpkin and the Pied-bill Grebe.  I have seen 
these birds so often that I did not consider them 
to be unique but to be the only surviving species 

of their lineage says they really are special.  I also learned 
several interesting facts about these birds.  Ospreys have been 
eating a diet of fresh and saltwater fish for over 50 million 

years.  Limpkins, which are found in many marsh habitats, eat a 
diet comprised almost entirely of snails.  They have developed 
a curved bill that has a small gap at the end which enables them 
to pull the snail from its shell.  The Pied-billed Grebe, which 
can be found in fresh water habitats, has so adapted to water that 
they are unable to walk on land and so they build their nests on 
floating mats of plant material.  The other birds mentioned were 
the Magpie Goose, the Cuckoo-Roller, the Upland Sandpiper, 
the Elf Owl and the Oilbird which are found in other areas.  On 
a PIAS trip to Trinidad in 2008 our group saw Oilbirds that lived 
in a cave!

Lists by Linda Chancellor

Limpkin by Bob Montanaro.

John’s Island Pipeline: Extend Existing Infrastructure versus Risking the Indian River Lagoon
Benefits of Route Modification:
• Shorter, logical, responsible path
• Uses existing infrastructure
• Requires no new Lagoon easements

• Runs along assured rights-of-way
• Eliminates risk to the Lagoon
• Avoids conservation / wetland areas



Original Title: Attend IRC Board of County Commissioners Meeting March 12 @ 9:00 AM to Urge Them to Stop John’s Island from Drilling a 
Wastewater Effluent Pipe Under Our Struggling Lagoon.

PIAS praises the county commission 
for banning human sewage sludge (also 
called ‘human poop’ or, euphemistically, 
‘biosolids’).  This treated solid material 
from south Florida utilities sewer plants 
was being deposited on agricultural 
lands around Blue Cypress Lake 
and eventually the Lagoon, causing 
cyanobacteria blooms with microcystin 
toxin blooms at Blue Cypress Lake, 
initially without the public being 
informed.  
Another product from human sewage 
plants is the liquid portion from 

human poop that has been separated from the solids, treated 
so as to remove some, but not all nitrogen and phosphorus, 
and transferred to wastewater holding tanks.  This liquid waste 
(effluent) is undrinkable treated wastewater, still loaded with 
nitrogen, phosphorus, pharmaceuticals and maybe fecal coliform. 
It is now given another euphemism word, “reuse water,” and is 
considered safe to apply to lawns and many of our county’s golf 
courses - but it is not safe to be released into our Lagoon. John’s 
Island (JI) development already uses City of Vero Beach effluent 
wastewater on their golf courses, but it is not enough for their 
needs.  They now want more of this treated wastewater from 
the county as it is cheaper than using potable or clean drinking 
water. 
John’s Island Water Management, Inc. (JIWM), JI’s own private 
water utility, is proposing putting a 16-inch diameter pipe 80 feet 
below the Lagoon bed from the County’s sewage treatment water 
tanks to bring this treated water to JI (See red line on the map on 
opposite page).  They want to use a complex horizontal industrial 
drilling process that employs a drilling fluid, which can smother 
marine life such as fish, fish eggs, benthic invertebrates and 
seagrass if released by accident into the Lagoon. Paul Fafeita, 
president of the Clean Water Coalition of Indian River County 
(CWC), recently wrote a guest editorial in the Press-Journal, 
which summarizes the issue and options (https://www.tcpalm.
com/story/opinion/contributors/2019/02/18/no-johns-island-
wastewater-effluent-pipe-lagoon-guest-column/2880114002/).   
Our Lagoon is in very bad condition.  Subjecting it to a potentially 
damaging drilling operation beneath the water is an unwarranted 
risk when there are already two underused 12-inch wastewater 
pipes strapped onto the Wabasso Bridge that carry wastewater 
across the Lagoon to the barrier island (See green line on map). 
The pipes continue toward A1A joined as one pipe with excess 

capacity.  The County has already funded an engineering study to 
extend this pipe farther down A1A to JI (See purple line on map).  
There is also an irrigation pipe carrying fresh water strapped to 
the bridge. The cost of the proposed JI project to drill under the 
lagoon is nearly twice that of extending the pipe down A1A. 
What is the benefit for Johns Island? They are willing to fund the 
construction of the pipeline for about $6 million if they get first 
access and pay the county only 50% for water used.  The County 
(us!) ends up paying for all future maintenance costs. 
So why take an unacceptable risk to the Lagoon by drilling an 
expensive, unnecessary. underwater pipeline that might leak 
drilling fluids and risk of future breaks or leaks under the Lagoon 
that cannot be detected or repaired, harming marine life, and thus 
wasting money when surface pipes are or can be available for 
much less money?  It doesn’t make sense!
On Tuesday, March 12 at 9:00 am, the Indian River County 
Commissioners will be asked to approve a highly controversial 
easement to grant JIWM the right to drill under our lagoon for 
a pipeline bringing wastewater effluent to JI for their lands and 
golf courses.  This risky construction is completely unnecessary 
given existing county infrastructure that already runs to the 
barrier island and poses no risk so far to our Lagoon. 
If the Commissioners see that hundreds of people at the 
meeting oppose this action, they will consider this issue very 
carefully. Pelican Island Audubon Society, other environmental 
organizations, and prominent civic leaders will be speaking, and 
we ask that you and your friends attend.  You do not need to 
speak, just come to show the commissioners your concern and 
watch how they vote. Commission meetings are held at the 
County Administration Building, Building A, 1801 27th Street, 
Vero Beach 32960-3388.
If you cannot attend, write to Commissioners Susan Adams 
(sadams@ircgov.com), Joe Flescher (jflescher@ircgov.com), 
Peter O’Bryan (pobryan@ircgov.com), Bob Solari (bsolari@
ircgov.com), Tim Zorc (tzorc@ircgov.com) to ask them to deny 
this easement.  You can also email a short letter up to 250 words 
to the Press Journal tcnletters@tcpalm.com or fill out the online 
form at www.tcpalm.com/submit
Finally, we also encourage you to set an example to the big land 
developers and their golf course managers by planting native 
plant species so that we do not need to use so much water for 
irrigation purposes.  New data by Brevard County Natural 
Resources Management Office show that some who irrigate with 
reuse water, the nitrogen and phosphorus levels are as high as 
those who have septic tanks.

What 
Will
YOUR LEGACY

Be?

Reflect your values by supporting Pelican Island Audubon’s effort to 
advocate and educate for a better environment by contributing to our:
• Audubon Advocates Outdoor Afterschool programs for 5th graders 

from 4 Title 1 schools who kayak, photograph, sketch, and understand 
habitats, the role of seagrasses, mosquitos, snakes and birds.

• Free monthly weekend family programs for these students, parents and 
family members, focusing on the outdoors, volunteerism and conservation.

• Summer Adventure Camps to learn leadership skills, kayaking, first aid, 
and team building skills.

• Trees for Life to plant 100,000 trees in Indian River County.  
• Intensive Birding, eBird, and ORCA Volunteer Classes, Speaker 

Programs, and Field Trips for Adults.
• Advocating for our Environment at County Commission and City 

Council Meetings and in our Press.
Remember us by leaving a gift in your will or trust, which will cost you nothing now.  Please notify us of your gift or for 
assistance in creating your environmental legacy by calling Steve Goff or Richard Baker at 772-567-3520 or send your 
contributions to Pelican Island Audubon, P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Please note:  IRC County Commission postpones March 12th John’s Island Pipeline proposal of 
wastewater “reuse” pipeline under the Lagoon vote until after a $102,800 feasibility analysis.





Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission has conducted six hearings 
across the state to gather public comments on suspending the 
use of aquatic herbicide treatment on FWC waters and wetlands. 
PIAS has urged FWC to make this ban permanent and set an 
example to all other government and private entities, all regular 
users of herbicides including Roundup.
In testifying at the FWC hearing in Okeechobee Feb. 7 PIAS 
board member Dr. Graham Cox said there is overwhelming 
scientific evidence, including the March, 2015, conclusions of 
the World Health Organization’s (WHO) and its International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), that glyphosate, the 
principle ingredient of Roundup, is indeed a ‘probable human 
carcinogen’ and most likely a cause of non-Hodgkin Lymphoma.
PIAS urged FWC to read and take careful note of a recently 
published book entitled Whitewash by Carey Gillam.  It outlines 
what political response and pressures FWC could expect from 
the agrochemical industrial giants, Monsanto in particular, for 
questioning their claims that glyphosate is a safe product and 
does not cause cancer.
PIAS’s initial interest in the harm caused by Roundup/Glyphosate 
came with concern for the health of Indian River Lagoon, the 
sink for all the pollutants detected in the tributary rivers such as 
the St. Sebastian and the canals that feed the rivers. A significant 
contribution to the lagoon’s demise has now been identified 
and described in the Lagoon Council’s draft CCMP (pages 38-
41 of the draft.). Herbicides and pesticides are described as 
“contaminants of concern” in the Lagoon ecosystem. Lagoon 
pollutants, in addition to nitrogen and phosphorous, include 
pesticides and herbicides that are stimulating the alga blooms 
and showing up in necropsies of the bodies of dolphins and 
manatees. PIAS has told the Lagoon Council that  if there is 
one single step we can take right now to help end pollution of 
the lagoon it is simply to stop spraying Roundup and other toxic 
chemicals in the wetlands, canals and rivers that drain to the 
lagoon. 
The subtitle of Ms. Gillam’s book is “the story of a weed killer, 
cancer and the corruption of science.” This subtitle tells all. Ms. 
Gillam documents the science, research and conclusions that link 
a multitude of human diseases with the wholesale application of 
thousands of tons per year of herbicides, particularly glyphosate, 
on our fields, orchards, wetlands, and waterways as well as on 
roadsides and utility rights of way.  It documents the illnesses 
that have come from this widespread and continued spraying. It 
documents the tragedy – to our farmers, farm workers and our 
food -- of pushing Roundup Ready crops and the development 

of GMOs, all in the name of corporate profit and at the expense 
of human and environmental health.
In comments to FWC, PIAS said agrochemical corporations 
have developed what could have been a useful herbicide if 
it had been used sparingly and selectively. Instead we have 
ignored the lessons from Silent Spring. We have as a society 
ignored what is known as the precautionary principle. Like the 
doctor’s Hippocratic oath, first do no harm, the precautionary 
principle tells us that if we do not know or are not sure what the 
consequences of an action are likely to be then don’t do it.
It is unfortunate that the developers and salesmen of glyphosate 
have hidden their data under the pretense of trade secret. They 
have bullied and bribed good scientists to cover their deceptions. 
They have infiltrated and bullied the regulatory agencies, 
including the EPA, FDA and USDA, so that the regulators repeat 
the same deceptions as the agrochemical corporations. This is all 
documented in Ms. Gillam’s book.
The widespread, indiscriminate use of Roundup has led to what 
we could expect – depleted soil fertility and at the same time 
mutations in the weeds so that, for example, farmers in Iowa are 
now faced with new problems -- just how to restore soil fertility 
and take back their fields from monster weeds.
Since the WHO/IARC scientists came to the conclusion that 
glyphosate is a probable carcinogen the argument has raged across 
North and South America and Europe. In Europe the human and 
ecological damage has been taken seriously. Tolerance limits 
have been set, Roundup Ready and GMOs restricted or banned. 
In Italy spraying Roundup in public spaces – playgrounds, 
school yards, parks -- has been banned altogether. The USA 
should follow their example.
As an update, the FWC agreed in its meeting Feb. 21, 2019, that 
much of the criticism from the fishing and hunting community 
and from NGOs such as PIAS is valid, and agreed that the 
agency – which manages 400 lake systems -- and its contractors 
should change their ways. They agreed on a six-point agenda that 
includes expanding the creation of habitat management plans, 
forming a technical committee to review their aquatic weed 
management practices, explore new methods and technologies 
to oversee invasive plan herbicide application contractors (such 
as drones and cameras), and finally to develop pilot projects 
to explore better integrated plant management options. Not a 
permanent ban on Roundup use but a realization that things have 
to change.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission has agreed to change its ways in 
control of aquatic invasive plants in state waters by Graham Cox, Ph.D.

Mariah and Tamiya (Audubon Advocate Students from 
Vero Beach Elementary) said, “At Audubon Advocates 
this quarter, we have been mainly outdoors. We have 
been focusing on the scrub habitat, the oak hammock, 
birdwatching, and stormwater. The experiences we get to be 
a part of are completely extraordinary! Everyday we can’t 
wait to go to Audubon and find out what we will discover 
next. All that we do is awesome, whether it is holding a 
snake or hiking on the trails. The staff there are so full of 
knowledge about nature and are kind. Right now to help our 
environment the Audubon House is growing oak trees. We 
get to help by collecting acorns. We love helping! Together 
we can make a movement to help animals and nature.”

Audubon Advocates with Katheryne Nix



Pelican Island Audubon Membership
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$25 Individual q$30 Family
Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

For more information and to join, visit
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or mail in the application

Bird of the Month 
by Juanita Baker

[

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A 
copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services 
by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘19
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘21
Toni Robinson ‘19
Bonnie Swanson ‘21
Appointed Board Members:
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese
Steve Palmquist
Ricky Ray

Pelican Island Audubon Society depends on its volunteers. Of our 
700 members we look to you to provide skills, labor, support, 
enthusiasm, dollars in contributions. We are now putting out the 
net to you again to find folks who retired from professions with 
skills that you would be willing to revive and share -- accountants, 
lawyers, fundraisers, public relations, academics, medicine, 
human relations and more. We know you are out there and just 
bursting with energy to jump into the PIAS volunteer pool.
So here is what we need: we have a strategic plan to move our 
chapter to new levels of work and accomplishment, but like 
all visions we need a funding plan, a plan to identify our supporters 
and potential long term contributors, people who like what we 
are doing with the after-school students, with our ‘trees for life’ 
project, our lagoon restoration partners, our field trips and lecture 
programs, our bird monitoring and our land conservancy projects. 
So if you have experience in any of the above listed skills and are 
willing to share your expertise with us, please step up, call 772-
567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com and let’s talk!

We need you!

Where did this Bird get its name? Bachman’s 
Sparrow is a small, very secretive bird that usually 
stays in the underbrush searching for and eating 
seeds, beetles, and other insects. But, come spring, 

the male is often up on a branch or, in this case a bush, singing his heart out with 
such a melodious song (often associated with piney woods in the Deep South) to 
defend his territory and attract a mate. This photograph is particularly stunning, 
in that the sun highlights the bird and the beautiful Rusty Lyonia, all in artistic 
beauty and balance.
 
The Bachman’s Sparrow inhabits mature piney flatwoods and open forests, often 
with a wire-grass understory, and is endemic to the southeastern U.S. However, it is 
considered “near threatened” by the ICUN (International Union for Conservation 
of Nature) because of clear cutting of 80% of the pinewoods that once covered 
Florida, for home construction, agriculture or other purposes. Changes in fire 
regimes in pine forests also shifted the preferred understory from wire grass to 
palmetto, making vast areas less suitable for the sparrow. However, good pine 
flatwoods with Bachman Sparrows remain at Three Lakes Wildlife Management 
Area and St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park.

Birds’ common names are selected for unique identifying characteristics, their 
sounds, or by honoring a person, and in this case, one who played a role in its 
discovery. A Charleston, S.C. Lutheran clergy, Dr. John Bachman, was first to 
identify this species west of his home when collecting specimens at Parker’s 
Ferry. John James Audubon, a good friend, stayed in Bachman’s home to collect 
birds for study and illustration. Audubon originally described the sparrow species 
and named it after Bachman.  Audubon also described and named the Bachman’s 
Warbler after him, as Bachman also first had discovered this “pretty little warbler,” 
now unfortunately likely extinct. Bachman’s two daughters married Audubon’s 
two sons.

Bachman’s Sparrow    Peucaea aestivalis
Singing his heart out! © Becky Loftus.
Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area Canon 
PowerShot SX60 HS, 3.8-247.0mm, ISO 400, 
226.62mm,1/1000, ƒ/6.3


