
Environmental Treasures of the Merritt 
Island National Wildlife Refuge and 
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Thomas Altif

May 12, 2014  v  6:00 p.m. 
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1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

How to raise a seahorse with Nancy Pham
May 19, 2014  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Masthead photo: Sandhill Crane by Bob Montanaro.

Accolades

Rockets and Scrub Jays – are they compatible? This question 
will be explored at our May meeting in Sebastian. Thomas 
Altif of Titusville’s Kayaks by Bo will be speaking about the 
Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge and the Canav-
eral National Seashore. Kayaks by Bo encourages visitors 
to enjoy the great natural attributes of the Refuge and the 
Seashore. Altif will tell us about the history and the envi-
ronmental value of these treasures and the threats they face, 
especially by a proposed rocket launch site in the Shiloh 
area being promoted by Space Florida. He will delve into 
the reasons for the founding of the refuge as a rocket launch 
buffer zone and a wetlands mitigation project and discuss 
the public safety and environmental risks to the area by 
proposed rocket launch projects near the former community 
of Shiloh. Altif has spent his life on and about the Lagoon 
and Seashore as an avid angler and kayak shop entrepreneur.  
---reprinted from the Turtle Coast Sierra Club

Nancy Pham is the Site Manager and Research Associate 
at Florida Tech’s Vero Beach Marine Laboratory. Her re-
search currently focuses on seahorse conservation at which 
she is collaborating with government agencies and public 
aquariums to evaluate wild seahorse populations in Florida, 
Virginia, and New York. Nancy also facilities various educa-
tional programs such as youth camps and adult workshops 
to inform the community about the numerous projects that 
take place at the Vero Beach Marine Lab. From evaluating 
marine plants as an alternative source of bio-diesel fuel, to 
farming tropical fishes for the pet trade, private companies 
and scientists have been able to test their methods by utiliz-
ing the Vero Beach lab’s year-round access to filtered Atlan-
tic seawater.

Accolades to the following:
•	 Bob Killick, Darlene Halliday, and Tina Marchese for 

folding the Peligram
•	 Ken Gonyo for leading three walks at ORCA
•	 Graham Cox for Quality of Life Indicators walk at 

PINWR
•	 Ralph Monticello for Padgett Creek Ranch field trip
•	 Bill Loftus for Wakodahatchee Wetlands & Green Cay 

Nature Center field trip
•	 Darlene Halliday for Circle B Bar Reserve field trip
•	 Karen Schuster for cookies for Sebastian & Vero Beach 

meetings
•	 Helping at PIAS booth at Pelican Island Wildlife Fes-

tival:  Colleen Nader, Lorraine Sutherland, Judy & Jon 
Cassady, Darlene & Bill Halliday, Karen & Don Schuster, 
Susan & Rus Frawley, Bob Bruce, and Nancy Irvin

Nancy Pham 
with seahorses.



March 2014 © by Lisa Willnow

Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

What a pretty tree! by Linda Chancellor

Photo: Wood Stork with Nest Material by Lisa Willnow
Wood Stork - Mycteria americana
What is this Wood Stork doing? It’s that time of year… Yes, this large bird is car-
rying a branch to build a large platform nest of sticks. Lisa Willnow used her Sony 
SLT-A65V, f/11, 1/1250 sec, ISO-800, Sony 70-300 mm lens to catch the action. 
Our only native stork is a tropical and subtropical species that breeds in the U.S. 
only in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and recently in Louisiana. Storks nest in 
colonies on islands where alligators beneath the trees discourage the most common 
nursery predator, the raccoon.
Male Storks choose the nest site, begin nest building, and initiate courtship. Pink 
feet indicate breeding readiness in both sexes. When he accepts a female, together 
they preen, display, copulate, and finish building the nest. After eggs are laid, the 
parents take turns incubating the eggs and bringing food to the fledglings.
Though a newborn chick weighs only two ounces, it will often eat 60% of its body 
weight daily and grow to adult size when fledging at 2-3 months old. The par-
ents continue to feed it for a few more weeks. With the voracious appetites to fill, 
parents seek nesting sites only when spring low water levels concentrate fish. Tidal 
wetlands also serve to concentrate fish twice daily, creating good fishing. Often, 
storks use thermals to soar with White Pelicans and vultures to fly miles in search 
for fish concentrations indicated by flocks of herons and egrets in marshes. With 
too much rain, cold weather, or poor water management, fish become harder to 
catch for this tactile feeder, despite its having extremely fast reflexes in snapping its bill to trap a fish.
If fish do not concentrate, storks abandon their nests and young. Thus, when scientists discovered that breeding depends 
on low spring water levels, restoration biologists added that requirement to the Everglades restoration plan.

The numerous clusters of fiery orange-red fruit nestled in 
among the dark green foliage catch your eye and the eyes 
of hungry birds.  Carrotwood trees have blossomed and 
produced another bumper crop of fruit and seeds.  The 
carrotwood in my neighbor’s yard was planted twenty years 
ago as part of a “landscape package” that accompanied the 
new home.  That small tree has grown to be a large tree that 
has attracted several pileated woodpeckers, a number of 
fish crows, red bellied woodpeckers and other small birds.  
These birds are not dependent on 
this tree’s seeds but enjoy the easy 
pickings.   Several times I have 
heard a raucous call and I would 
look up to see a woodpecker fly 
through my backyard.  An amaz-
ing bird with large black body, 
white wing bars and bright red 
crest.  He would dart into the tree 
and fly out holding some fruit and 
seeds in his bill.  A wonderful op-
portunity, you might think, but it 
comes with a price.        
When exotic plants are intro-
duced into non-native conditions 
they are sometimes found to 
cause problems.  The carrotwood tree was first introduced 
to Florida in 1955.  By 1968 the species was being sold as a 
desirable ornamental tree.  Too late it was discovered that 
the copious seeds that are produced by the carrotwood tree 
are extremely viable.  By 1990 established seedlings of car-
rotwood trees were found on both coasts of Florida.  While 
the observant gardener/landscaper can remove unwanted 

seedlings in ornamental landscapes those that germinate 
in natural areas have become invasive and displace na-

tive plants.   In 1995 the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
listed it as one of Florida’s most invasive plant species.  In 
1999 it was added to the Florida Noxious Weed List.   Plants 
on this list may not be introduced, possessed, moved, or 
released without a permit.  IFAS, the University of Florida’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences has designated 
carrotwood , Cupaniopsis anacardioides, as an invasive plant 
species in Florida that should be removed from public and 

private properties to help protect 
the state’s natural areas.   Habitats 
that have been invaded by carrot-
wood include spoil islands, tropi-
cal hammocks, pinelands scrub 
habitats and coastal areas.  Today 
specimens have been identified 
in the Greenway Lagoon parcel, 
the Oslo Riverfront Conservation 
Area, Charles Park and even local 
schoolyards.  
Last June, Carol Cloud Bailey, 
Yard Doc columnist,  wrote of 
the invasive nature and undesir-
able traits of this tree and also 
advised the removal of this tree 

if it is on your property.   While I do enjoy the visits of the 
pileated woodpeckers I do not enjoy the constant vigilance 
to identify and remove the numerous seedlings I find in 
my backyard.  Check your own landscape for these invasive 
plants and remove them while they are small!
FYI:  Removal is difficult and involves using an herbicide.  
Check out IFAS bulletin SS-AGR-165/AG111.



You	  have	  a	  critical	  voice	  in	  our	  community,	  and	  we	  ask	  you	  to	  speak	  out.	  	  
	  
Indian	  River	  County’s	  expansion	  of	  the	  Oslo	  boat	  ramp	  includes	  dredging	  2.5	  ft.	  deep	  out	  215	  ft.	  into	  the	  Lagoon’s	  
best	  remaining	  seagrass	  beds,	  filling	  in	  1.4	  acres	  of	  mangroves,	  widening	  and	  paving	  a	  gravel	  road,	  and	  
increasing	  the	  parking	  lot	  for	  big	  boats	  with	  big	  motors.	  	  Currently,	  because	  the	  current	  depth	  is	  only	  inches	  at	  
low	  tide,	  it	  accommodates	  small	  boats,	  canoes,	  and	  kayaks,	  and	  wading	  anglers	  and	  does	  not	  harm	  the	  seagrass.	  	  
	  
Please	  find	  attached	  a	  summary	  of	  major	  points	  to	  put	  into	  letters	  of	  concern	  for	  the	  Oslo	  Road	  boat	  ramp	  
expansion	  project,	  and	  a	  list	  of	  email	  addresses	  where	  we	  suggest	  you	  send	  them	  as	  soon	  as	  possible.	  Our	  
administrative	  hearing	  starts	  at	  9	  am	  Tuesday,	  May	  6-‐8	  in	  the	  Indian	  River	  County	  Administrative	  Building	  in	  Vero	  
Beach.	  	  If	  we	  are	  unsuccessful	  then	  it	  is	  very	  important	  to	  get	  the	  Feds	  to	  stop	  this	  as	  the	  county	  needs	  a	  permit	  
from	  the	  U.S.	  Army	  Corps	  of	  Engineers	  and	  the	  Press	  Journal	  as	  well	  as	  St.	  Johns	  River	  Water	  Management	  District.	  	  
If	  you	  can	  only	  send	  two	  letters,	  send	  one	  to	  Tamy	  Dabu	  at	  the	  UASCE.	  But	  getting	  your	  concern	  to	  the	  others	  is	  also	  
very	  important.	  	  The	  same	  letter	  or	  slightly	  modified	  can	  be	  sent	  to	  all.	  
	  
Your	  letter	  will	  be	  important	  in	  telling	  the	  world	  the	  importance	  of	  this	  issue	  to	  protect	  the	  seagrasses	  and	  
mangroves	  and	  all	  the	  fish,	  manatees,	  birds,	  and	  other	  animals	  that	  depend	  upon	  them.	  Please	  send	  your	  letters	  
today.	  
	  
We	  appreciate	  your	  time	  and	  effort	  on	  this.  Contributions for our Administrative Hearing would be welcomed: 
PIAS, P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, 32961	  
 
Here are major points to put into a letter of concern for the Oslo Road Boat Ramp Expansion Project.  
 
This project is in a county/state purchased conservation land, (Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area) adjacent to an aquatic 
preserve and a Federal shellfish area.  

1. It dredges 215 ft. into best and only seagrasses left in Indian River County and fills 1.4 acres of mangrove wetland 
forest with a hard impervious surface for a parking lot and road widening. 

2. This project will deleteriously impact essential fish nursery habitat for four of the most protected and intensely 
managed fish species within the State of Florida: for snook, spotted seatrout, tarpon, red drum. 

3. Goes against the county’s own Manatee Protection Plan. It is the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation opinion 
that “the project is inconsistent with the Indian River MPP because the project represents a deepening of the 
access from the boat ramp, and an increase in the size of vessels that would be able to launch from the site.”  

4. According to the County’s Manatee Protection Plan the County as twice the number of public boat ramp lanes 
needed to meet DEP recommended levels of service.  Riverside park (6 miles away) has a 75-ft.-wide boat ramp 
plus two 40 ft. long floating docks, 26 paved vehicle and trailer parking spaces, 118 additional parking spaces, 
bathrooms, picnic tables, drinking fountains, and an outdoor shower.  Four additional boat ramps and 10 parking 
spaces are at nearby MacWilliam Park. 

5.  Impacts are inconsistent with the Manatee Protection Plan: page 55 “….there shall be no increase impact to 
manatee habitat, or the natural resources of the Indian River Lagoon, including   seagrass beds, water quality, 
estuarine wetlands, and mangrove fringe, attributed to the development or expansion of boat facilities or boat 
ramps in Indian River County.” 

6. The Oslo boat ramp is in the largest area of manatee concentration in the county (Manatee Protection Plan). 
7.  Impacts are inconsistent with Indian River County’s own Comprehensive Management Plan:  “The County will 

strive to improve water quality in the Lagoon, including that portion adjacent to the subject property (South 
ORCA)” 

8. The boat ramp is in a Federal Shellfish Area, conservation lands, and next to an aquatic preserve  
9. There is no mitigation for seagrass destruction. 
10. The presence of rock indicates that this area was never historically dredged. 
11. The following agencies and organizations have written against it: EPA, US Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, DEP Aquatic Preserve Manager, Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Commission, Audubon Florida, Indian River Keeper Save the Manatee Club, Marine Resource Council, Coastal 
Conservation Association, Sierra Club, Pelican Island Audubon, Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area Volunteers, 
Kayak Renters, Wading and Small Boat Fisherman, and Scientists. 

12. U.S. Representative Bill Posey sent his Chief of Staff, Stuart Burns, from Washington, D.C. to Vero Beach to 
pressure the USFWS to overturn their 2011 denial of the county’s permit based on threats to manatees.  



Common Sense says: 45th St. (Gifford Dock Rd) or 69th St. are Great Alternative Sites-15 minutes from Oslo Rd. 
• Not in a Federal Shellfish Area requiring a Variance 
• Less Seagrass Destruction 
• Little or no Mangrove Destruction 
• Eliminates Unwanted Exotic Plants  
• Mitigates on Site 
• Less Expense to Build 
• Keeps OSLO Natural 
• Closer to the ICW-Intra-Coastal Waterway 
• Not in an Conservation Area or Aquatic Preserve 
• County owns the property 
 

Where to send your concerns: 
 
1.  Federal Organizations (They have not issued their permit yet, waiting for our hearing): 
 

Colonel Alan M. Dodd, District Commander 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 4970 
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019 
 
Tamy Dabu 
Regulatory Division, North Permits Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
400 High Point Drive, Suite 600 
Cocoa, FL 32926  
tamy.s.dabu@usace.army.mil 

 
Larry Williams, Field Supervisor 
South Florida Ecological Services Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1339 20th Street 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
larry_williams@fws.gov 

 

Craig Aubrey, Assistant Field Supervisor 
South Florida Ecological Services Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1339 20th Street 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
craig_aubrey@fws.gov 
 
Charles Kelso 
South Florida Ecological Services Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1339 20th Street 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
charles_kelso@fws.gov 
 
Cynthia Dohner, Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Southeast Region 
1875 Century Boulevard, Suite 400 
Atlanta, GA 30345 
cynthia_dohner@fws.gov

2.  Press:  Most important T.C Palm (Press Journal our county daily paper).  Letter to the editor: 300 words maximum to 
Larry Reisman: Larry.Reisman@scripps.com 
 
 3.  County Commissioners: 

• Joe Flescher: jflescher@ircgov.com 
• Wesley David: wdavis@ircgov.com 
• Peter O’Bryan: pobryan@ircgov.com 
• Bob Solari: bsolari@ircgov.com 
• Tim Zorc: tzorc@ircgov.com 

 
4.   U.S. Congressman Bill Posey (Ask him why did he ask USFWS to change their denial to OK approval): 
Congressman.Posey@mail.house.gov  

 
5. St. Johns River Management District.  Ask why this project was approved (actually don’t they usually do a culture or 
archeology survey before issueing a permit?, don’t they care about the fish and manatees anymore?):  

• Hans G. Tanzier III, Executive Director: xhtanzler@sjrwmd.com   
• John A. Miklos, Board Chairman, jmiklos@sjrwmd.com 

 



The President’s Hoot by Richard Baker
Preserve Nature and the Historic Use

of the Oslo Boat Ramp
Congratulations to Indian River County Commissioner Bob 
Solari for trying to prevent the waste of more tax dollars 
and protect the Indian River Lagoon. On January 27, 2014, 
Commissioner Solari proposed to fellow Commissioners 
tabling of the Oslo Boat Ramp Expansion project for three 
to five years. He reasoned “that the work on the Oslo Boat 
Ramp is using a lot of Staff time and County resources, 
which I believe can be better utilized doing something that 
we know will be positive for the Lagoon.” 
 
His proposal followed the January 18th Press Journal guest 
editorial by Robert L. Smith, “No justification for proposed 
Oslo boat ramp.” Smith compared the present unpaved 
parking with no facilities to the upgraded facilities located 
at Riverside Park six miles away, with a 75-ft.-wide boat 
ramp plus two 40 ft. long floating docks, 26 paved vehicle 
and trailer parking spaces, 118 additional parking spaces, 
bathrooms, picnic tables, drinking fountains, and an out-
door shower. Four additional boat ramps and 10 parking 
spaces are at nearby MacWilliam Park. 
 
According to Smith: “Too much time and money has been 
wasted over this proposed use of tax dollars in the last three 
years, and commissioners need to reject this proposal on 
the basis of overwhelming evidence of this as a redundant, 
unjustified and unnecessary expenditure” and “there had 
never been a report of a lack of boat launching space even 
on the most crowded holiday weekends.” 
 
Besides wasting over one million taxpayer dollars, this 
dredge and fill project will damage exceptional fish nurser-
ies, threaten marine mammals and endanger the county’s 
remaining seagrass beds, which are dead north of the 17th 
Street Bridge! 
 
Dr. Grant Gilmore (Senior Scientist, Estuarine, Coastal and 
Ocean Science), Paul Dritenbas (Florida Inland Navigation 
District Commissioner and fishing guide), Lange Sykes 
(President, local Coastal Conservation Association, a chap-
ter of the State CCA’s 20,000-member fishing organization), 
Pat Rose (President, Save the Manatee Club), Marty Baum 
(Indian Riverkeeper), Dr. David Cox (Marine Ecologist), 
Marine Resources Council, and Audubon Florida all oppose 
this expansion.  

 

Recently, Gilmore and Sykes stressed to the County Com-
mission the importance of the Oslo area to fish protection 
because it is the critical nursery for spotted seatrout, red 
drum, snook and tarpon. The area should be conserved 
for the economic and ecological health of the Lagoon, not 
developed. 
 
Every commissioner says protecting and restoring the la-
goon is a priority. Yet, Commissioner Solari did not even re-
ceive a second from his fellow commissioners to discuss the 
issue.  Conclusion? The seagrasses, mangroves, and fish are 
not important to them. These four commissioners continue 
to support this expansion that will destroy critical habitat 
while talking about saving the lagoon. They are not “walk-
ing the walk” and will not discuss this expansion openly.  

Pelican Island Audubon spent $14,000 in 2011 preparing 
for an administrative hearing against the County and St. 
Johns River Water Management District. After deposing 
our expert witnesses, the County withdrew their applica-
tion. But the county submitted virtually the same proposal 
again, spending hundreds of thousands of dollars trying 
to contradict concerns by the federal agencies: EPA, U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

U.S. Representative Bill Posey sent his Chief of Staff from 
Washington, DC to Vero Beach to successfully pressure the 
USFWS to overturn their 2011 denial of the county’s permit 
based on threats to manatees. The expansion even goes 
against the county’s own Manatee Protection Plan despite 
2013 being a record year for manatee deaths locally!

Why do these commissioners and politicians care more 
about launching bigger vessels with larger motors than 
saving the county’s best seagrasses and fish nurseries when 
Riverside Park is available?

Commissioners: this monster project will harm this unique 
area and must end forever.  Why spend tax dollars on an 
expansion project that will not preserve its historic use?  
Let’s protect this beautiful scenic area for our fishers and 
taxpayers.

Now available!
The updated and expanded 

second edition of 
Reflections of Blue Cy-

press:
Photographs, History, and 

Poems
by Richard H. Baker, 

Ph.D. and Juanita Baker, 
Ph.D.

Only $37.40 includes tax
Please add $5 for shipping and handling

Total: $42.40
send a check or money order made out to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833

Vero Beach, FL 32961

Other purchasing options:
online at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

or at one of our general meetings



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, PIAS 
could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission in Indian 
River County and support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon and a free gift cookbook!

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secretary 
Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Sutherland, 
Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: David Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, 
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, Nancy Irvin ‘16, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. 
‘15, John Orcutt, Ph.D. ‘15, Toni Robinson ‘16 — Appointed 
Board Members: Bill Halliday, Jim Kirley, Tina Marchese, David 
Peabody, Jane Schnee, (Billi Wagner - Ornithological Consultant) Pelican Island 
Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy 
of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services 
by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the State.

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Sustaining Members
Pelican Island Audubon thanks 
those who have made the 
commitment to become sustaining 
members.  Sustaining Members 
are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 
or $200 every year, PIAS could 
increase its efforts to help fulfill our 
mission in Indian River County and 
support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible 
contribution to a 501(c)(3) 
organization.  Become a sustaining 
member using the form at left.

Florida Scrub-Jay Level
Pamela Alber-Larash, Richard 
Baker, Juanita Baker, Eileen Blak-
er, Susan Boyd, Guido Deganello, 
Deborah Ecker, Elsbeth Eibs, Ken 
Gonyo, Donna Green, Darlene Hal-
liday, Bob Harries, Dane Herbert, 
Kate Hoffman, Milo Holmes, Judith 
Hoyt, James Ingram, Phylis Jackson, 
Bob Kleckner, Sharon Kolor, Clare 
Kremer, Jack Lampiasi, Bill Loftus, 
Mary McCarthy, Nick Melnick, Wil-
liam Olsen, Harry Richter, Thomas 
Royster, Frances Salerno, William 
Schrader, Neil Stalter

Osprey Level
Peter Benedict, Steve Goff, Bill Hal-
liday, Dorothy Hogan, Art Meyer, 
Richard Sakai, Kathi Schumann, 
Nancy Solari, Norval Stephens, Dale 
Stephenson
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