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CoNserViNg the PlaCes that Make Florida sPeCial
Florida Audubon Society Executive Director Eric Draper

The PIAS cookbooks are 
here!  The cost of the book 
is $14.95 plus $1.05 tax.  We 
are very pleased with the way 
the cookbook turned out.  We 
received a nice variety of 
recipes and the photos that 
Bob Montanaro provided for 
the book are outstanding.  It 
will surely make a wonderful 
addition to your cookbook 
collection or make a special 
gift.  So buy your copies 
today!  Call 772-567-3520 for 
info.

Cookbook for sale!

The November 15 general meeting of the Pelican Island Audubon Society meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Vero 
Beach Community Center, 2266 14th Avenue, features Eric Draper, the Executive Director of the Florida 
Audubon Society.  Mr. Draper will discuss Audubon’s new initiative for preserving and taking care of the 
special places around Florida that are home to unique assemblages of birds and other wildlife.  The presentation 
will focus on the special relationship people have with refuges, sanctuaries and other protected areas.  Draper 
will challenge the audience to be involved in land conservation strategies and helping to make sure that lands 
already in public ownership are managed.   Participants will be challenged to nominate their favorite Florida 
habitats for Audubon’s Florida Special Places list.  Stay for light refreshments following the meeting.

Field trips
Nov 6 - Spoonbill Marsh - Guide: Jens Tripson
Nov 20 - Three Lakes WIldlife Management Area -
 Guides: Susan Boyd and Bob Montanaro
Nov 27 - West County Wastewater Treatment Facility -
 Guide: Jens Tripson
Dec 4 - STA 5 in Clewiston - Guide: Rosalind James
Dec 11 - Treasure Hammock Ranch - Guide: Jens Tripson

Call 772-567-3520
for reservations and directions. Bird of the Month

“All Riled Up”
by Lisa Willnow

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)
Photo taken May 2009 in St 
Augustine, FL with a Sony 
DSC-H5 camera.

Read more about this photo, including viewing a large 
color image, and how to enter your own photographs, 
at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

Framed by the greenery, the snowy egret’s white 
feathery and airy finery contrasts and is set off by the 
surrounding black background.   The snowy egret is 
caught here “displaying” (feathers erect and flowing) 
during the breeding season in May at the Alligator 
Farm, St. Augustine.  The usual yellow feet and yel-
low lores (the fleshy area at the top base of the bill) 
we observe now and the rest of the year has turned 
bright pink to additionally attract a mate, advertise its 
presence.  The male begins building the nest and the 
attracted female finishes it.  ---Juanita Baker
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
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Imagine a picture of a turkey in your mind.  OK.   
Fifty per cent of you had the image of a 15 pound, 
golden bronze skinned bird belly up on a white platter 
stuffed with your favorite dressing and cranberry sauce on 
the side.  Excusable this time of year but I am talking 
about our native American Turkey  Meleagris 
gallopavo.  

This summer I observed several small 
flocks of wild turkeys as they were 
crossing the road in a wooded 
area of Virginia.  They were 
not beautiful birds but were 
large and fascinating to 
observe.   Arriving 
back in Florida, I 
started my hunt 
for turkey facts.  
The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife office, 
located in Vero, was my 
first stop.  They recommended  
www.MyFWC.com (Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission) for information 
about turkeys in Florida and the wild turkey management 
program.

Next stop was the  Indian River County Main Library 
where I found  a children’s book, All About Turkeys by 
Jim Arnosky, which had outstanding illustrations and text.   
Another informative book,  The Turkey Hunters, from the 
publishers of Turkey and Turkey Hunting Magazine and 

edited by Brian Lovett, had everything one needs 
or wants to know about turkeys including hunting 
anecdotes.  

For those of you who keep life lists you 
need  more than one turkey on your list.  Five 
subspecies of wild turkeys are found in the 
United States.  The subspecies Osceola is found 
throughout peninsular Florida but not in North 
Florida or the Panhandle.  Osceola turkeys are 
the smallest of all the subspecies, have darker 

plumage and prefer habitat near swampy areas.  
The other subspecies are the Eastern, Rio Grande, 

Merriam’s, and Gould’s.  While these birds can 
interbreed they usually do not because they are so 

geographically separated.  

Wild turkeys were in North America when the first settlers 
arrived and were soon recognized as a excellent  food 

source.  By the end of the 1800’s wild turkeys were 
absent from 15 states and their decline continued 
due to extensive hunting.  By 1950 wild turkeys were 

absent from four counties and many large areas of Florida.   
A turkey restoration program was started that year by the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission.  The 
program was such a success that by 1970 every Florida 
county and all large tracts of wild land had turkeys and 
could now support turkey hunting.  Today habitat lands 
are threatened by increasing population and declining 
funding for wildlife management.  Let us hope that the 
Florida turkey does not meet the same fate as his namesake 
Osceola.  

let’s talk turkey by Linda Chancellor

With great sadness, we note the passing of longtime PIAS member Katherine 
Schenk.   In March this year, Katherine Schenk received the Eleanor Kleck-
ner Award for being one of Pelican Island Audubon’s most dependable and 
committed volunteers.  She was generous with both her time and support in 
giving to the organization to promote the ideals of PIAS.  Katharine was a 
past board member most noted for her public relations work, writing press 
releases, handling the phone and our newsletter, the Peligram.  She was a 
very friendly and warm person who meant a lot to us all.  We will miss her.

The Kleckner Award named in honor of Bud Kleckner’s wife is PIAS gen-
erosity award.  Bud is also a longtime member and has been an important 
board member who has been generous to our Audubon Chapter with both his 
time and money as well.

Cards can be sent to her son, David Schenk, at 44 Mountain Rd., Rindge, 
N.H. 03461.

Photo:  Katherine Schenk with the 2010 Kleckner Award.

katherine schenk
1918-2010



The President’s Hoot

The problem with damaging seagrass beds is that 
they are the foundation of the lagoon’s food chain 
and the nurseries for fish, birds, and other aquatic 
species.  Additionally, these species have been stricken 
because of tainted water quality due to water run off 
from our agriculture and home fertilizers, chemicals, 
medicine disposal, litter and sewage. So we must do 
everything to preserve seagrasses not only for our 
environment but also for the billions of dollars they 
bring to our economy.

Many of you wrote compelling letters to St. Johns 
River Water Management District (SJRWMD) 
on the Oslo Road boat ramp project.  The project 
continues to be bizarre as the county is trying to 
use a loophole in regulations that allows maintenance 
dredging, but not new dredging, in these protected 
environmental areas.

County officials still are spending thousands of 
your taxpayer monies to get a project approved by 
the regulatory agencies (principally SJRWMD) that 
they must know will harm the Indian River Lagoon 
and should not even be considered.   Unfortunately, 
to counter irrationality, other state, federal agencies 
and conservation groups then must spend their money 
and time. These groups include the Department 
of Environmental Protection, the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, US Corps of 
Engineers, Audubon of Florida, Save the Manatee 
Club, Marine Resource Council, Sierra Club, Oslo 
Riverfront Conservation Area volunteers, kayak renter 
businesses, wading and small boat fisherman.  Even 
scientists have also responded to calls to action! Why 
doesn’t the County understand this as well?  The Oslo 
Road boat ramp completed in April 2009 is just for 
small boats, protected from large boat wakes.   The 
county has documented a single day high use of 15 
vehicles with nine boat trailers. Now the county is 

requesting parking for 23 vehicles including 12 with 
boat trailers and to accomplish this is destroying three 
acres of conservation mangroves and paving the road.  

The county spent over $70,000 hiring G. K. 
Environmental to do surveys.  Experts have 
questioned their techniques and timing of the first 
surveys, and whether their results are valid.  The 
county staff, a commissioner, and a state representative 
together or singly have met with the SJRWMD on six 
occasions since January 2010 to get a variance and a 
permit to dredge a three foot channel from the ramp 
225 feet toward the Intracoastal Waterway.  This is in 
spite of the fact that the county needs a variance 
to dredge in the Indian River Lagoon where 
there is a federally restricted shellfish harvesting 
area.  Moreover there are other problems with the 
dredging as it is:  

in a conservation area with extensive wetlands, • 
purchased with state and county’s own bond funds,
adjacent to an aquatic preserve with the lagoon’s • 
extensive seagrasses beds, and
in the largest area in the county for high use • 
manatee activity and goes against the County’s 
own Manatee Protection Plan.

As if these transgressions were not serious enough, 
manatees tagged with satellite transmitters have 
been documented in the immediate project vicinity. 
Eight different manatees have been documented 
visiting the area.  There have been three deaths by 
watercraft-related causes in the last decade within a 
three-mile radius of the Oslo Road ramp (Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, FWC)

The FWC considers the proposed dredging would be 
new dredging as no previous permits have been issued.  
It has not been dredged for over 50 years!  Moreover, 
the proposed channel ends approximately 200 feet 

Mr. Poppell goes to Palatka

 Hoot conintued on next page > > >

PIAS/ORCA canoe trip. Photo: Bob Montanaro



from the boat ramp in an area where rock is located at 
approximately 2.25 to 2.5 feet deep, which indicates 
no previous dredging. In addition, the county’s own 
submitted drawings show rock is present near the ramp 
indicating that this site was probably never dredged 
to the proposed three-foot depths. FWC further states 
“Because this is deeper (3 ft.) than the apparent 
current controlling depth in the surrounding Aquatic 
Preserve, we would anticipate potential increase in 
resource impacts such as propeller dredging and 
seagrass scarring.”

In spite of this information and restrictions, on August 
10, 2010, our Florida State Representative Ralph 
Poppell went to Palatka, the SJRWMD Headquarters, 
addressing (for an hour of valuable staff time) the 
SJRWMD board of directors on the inefficiency of 
District staff in getting the Oslo Road boat ramp 
expansion project permit approved in a timely manner. 
He emphasized his power being Chair of the Natural 
Resources Appropriations Committee and Vice Chair 
of the Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy 
Committee and threatened new state laws to speed up 
the permit process (although he is term limited this 
year). A board member asked how long the period had 
been in which the project application was submitted?  
He did not know and so asked Michael Nixon, an 
accompanying county employee how long?  Mr. Nixon 
said only late Nov 2009, and it had been responded 
to by SJRWMD in a timely manner with a request for 
variance petition that IRC had only submitted in June 
2010.   The board member commented that this was 
not unusually long and a permit like this usually takes 
a year.

Rep. Poppell followed this up on October 1, 2010, 
by writing SJRWMD Executive Director Kirby 
Green stating in the first sentence “It is abundantly 
clear that your staff either has little or no respect for 
you or that they run the show with no direction from 
you.”  We are fortunate that the SJRWMD staff is 
doing their job following the rules and regulations of 
the State of Florida!  Do they need this badgering by a 
state representative?

In two attempts at responding to SJRWMD 
concerns, the County has not presented any 
evidence of social, economic or environmental 
benefits or hardships in their requested variance to 
dredge at the Oslo Road ramp…perhaps because 

 > > > Hoot continued from previous page their real reason is that they just want larger boats 
to have access there.   

PIAS thought the new ramp replacement compromise 
in April 2009 would end the county’s first application 
dispute that this threat would be behind us. Our 
positions now are the following:

A. Even though Indian River County has 
more boat ramps and boat lanes per capita 
than neighboring counties, PIAS is willing to 
support additional ramp sites and funding.  We 
have suggested building a larger ramp with more 
parking opportunity on county-owned property at 
45th Street. only 5.5 miles from Oslo Road, which:

has twice the area for placing a larger boat 1. 
ramp with more parking spaces,
has fewer seagrass and mangroves issues,2. 
is not in a high manatee activity zone.3. 
is not in a conservation land or aquatic 4. 
preserve,
is closer to the Inter Coastal Waterway for 5. 
big boats

B. PIAS is opposed to any dredging to 3 feet 
at Oslo Road to allow bigger boats than have 
historically been there. The site is in a Federal 
Shellfish area, an aquatic preserve with snook, 
tarpon, and spotted seatrout nurseries, seagrass, 
manatees, and nearby bird rookery all depending 
upon a natural environment.  These regulatory 
agencies are our only hope of saving our Lagoon 
and our environment.  

Unfortunately, with all the pressure by the county 
and Representative Poppell, SJRWMD is issuing 
a permit to the county to dredge into the Indian 
River Lagoon.  Our board strongly feels that this 
is wrong, and we must fight this decision as it sets 
a dangerous precedent of allowing new dredging in 
environmentally sensitive areas throughout Florida. 
Thus we have hired attorney Marcy LaHart, to 
request an administrative hearing before a judge 
to object to this permit. Our opposition is likely to 
cost PIAS $10,000, most of which will be used to get 
depositions from scientists and government officials.  

Any special contributions by you would be appreciated 
to stop this unneeded dredging. Please send whatever 
you can to our office, marked “Save our Lagoon!” 
Richard Baker, President

PIAS/ORCA canoe trip. Photo: Bob Montanaro



Field trip Photos
by Bob Montanaro

The field trip to Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge led 
by Susan Boyd on Saturday, October 16, came on a pleasantly 
cool day for walking around the Joe Michael Trail to the new 
overlook platform jutting out into the mosquito impoundment.  
We did not see great numbers of birds, but we did see numer-
ous individuals of different species.  Probably the most well 
represented bird were the numerous Ospreys perched atop the 
snags in the impoundment where most of them sat eating their 
breakfast of freshly caught fish.

ABOVE: A reclusive female Rose-breasted Gros-
beak kept to herself in the thick brush at the Refuge.

RIGHT: A Pine Warbler came boldly onto the Joe 
Michael Trail near us going after tiny moths in the 
grass.

On Saturday, October 23, Susan Boyd and I carpooled to Audubon Assembly in St. Petersburg where I had the 
honor of addressing the convention on cattle ranching in Florida.  Afterward, we visited Honeymoon Island 
State Park, an island in the Gulf of Mexico just north of St. Pete.  The Island is famous for its Osprey Walk, a 
trail that goes through pine woods filled with Osprey nests making it a place to visit during nesting season.  We 
saw many Ospreys that afternoon and other raptors as well, along with the greatest number of Gray Catbirds I 
have ever seen in one place in the brush alongside the trail.

Not one, but two juvenile Bald Eagles were on the Island!

Osprey with fish.Peregrine FalconWillet



Pelican island audubon society
2010 Membership

National Audubon* $20_____________
Pelican Island Audubon**
Individual   $20_____________
Family   $30_____________
Supporting   $50_____________
Contribution   $    _____________
Student***   $5______________
Total    $_______________
*National Audubon membership 
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The 
Florida Naturalist.
**Pelican Island Audubon membership 
Dues which PIAS will use for environmental education and 
advocacy and subscription to the Peligram
***Student Membership receive electronic copy of Peligram 
only - requires e-mail address

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue which 
concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net
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eNCoUraged!
Receiving the Peligram via 
e-mail rather than by snail 
mail has the advantage of 
earlier receipt, living color, 
and it is easier on our bud-
get and the environment.  If 
you received this in the snail 
mail, please consider elec-
tronic delivery.
Please email
piaudubon@bellsouth.net to 
initiate delivery to your e-
mail address.  PIAS will not 
release your e-mail address 
to any third party.

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda
Fairy Bells – Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder
Along our grassed roadsides throughout Indian River 
County in summer and fall, you will see patches of copious 
amounts of tiny, pale purplish flowers.  Though regarded as 
a weed in manicured lawns, this exotic wildflower brings 
graceful beauty to our dry roadsides.
The botanical name of this delicate plant is Richardia gran-
diflora.  The genus, Richardia,  honors Richard Richardson 
(1663-1741), a British physician and botanist.  Its species 
name, grandiflora, means large-flowered.  Though its abun-
dant flowers are only about dime-sized, they are the largest 
flowers in the genus.  
Largeflower Mexican clover is one common name for this 
plant, because it is native to central and South America.  
Fairy bells is a much more poetic common name for this 
plant, which is in the Rubiaceae or Madder family along 
with gardenias and our native wild coffees (Psychotria sp.).
This low-growing, drought-tolerant plant flourishes in 
frequently mowed, dry places, often out- competing planted 
exotic grasses.  This year’s dramatic abundance may be 
related to our dry conditions.  You can see it in full flower 
in many places, including in  front of the Oslo Riverfront 
Conservation Area sign and in the parking lot at the Pelican 
Island National Wildlife Refuge Viewing Platform.
Unlike non-native grasses which tend to be of little value to 
wildlife, this small exotic attracts bevies of bees and butter-
flies, as well as other insects, with its nectar.  Baby butter-
flies, also known as caterpillars, are very important to birds, 
as almost all birds feed soft-bodied insects to their young.
Take the time to look closely at the trumpet-shaped flow-
ers – or fairy bells – of this plant, and you are likely find 
all sorts of insects.  You also will see that this creeping 
perennial groundcover has hairy branching reddish stems 
and opposite leaves that taper to sharp points at both ends.  
Though not native to Florida, this tiny exotic wildflower is 
not a pernicious, invasive pest plant.  You will not find it for 
sale in nurseries since most folks regard it as weed, but then 
beauty is in the eye of the butterfly (or the beholder).

Marjorie orcutt
Pelican Island Audubon notes the recent passing of 
another longtime member, Marjorie Orcutt, and offers 
its condolences to John Orcutt and his family.

This is an early reminder that all members and their 
guests are invited to attend our annual potluck holiday 
party Monday, December 13th.  We’re requesting that 
each person (not each couple) bring enough of their 
goodies to feed about 6 to 8 people--so that we don’t 
run out of food.  Non- vegetarian and vegetarian dishes 
are welcomed.  If you contributed a recipe for the 
PIAS cookbook, it would be nice to have a sample of 
that as your contribution.   If that is the case, please tell 
us on your arrival.  We’ll note that fact and the page 
on which your recipe appears.  The party starts at 6:00 
with punch and hors d’oeuvres; dinner begins at 6:30.  
There’ll be decorations, entertainment, and a festive 
atmosphere.  Please come and join the fun!

holidaY PartY is sChedUled
For deCeMBer 13th!


