
Fishing for Flounder at Sebastian 
Inlet State Park with Ed Perry

November 12, 2013  v  6:00 p.m. 

North Indian River County Library
1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian
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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County 
through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

Tanzania, Africa: Birding & Wildlife in 
the Serengeti, Ngorongoro Crater and 

much, much more with Sam Fried

November 18, 2013  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Masthead photo: Black-necked Stilt by Bob Montanaro.

- Tuesday meeting due to the holiday -

This brand new program follows my three week journey 
through one of the world’s most exciting wildlife viewing 
areas - Northern Tanzania.  In addition to the numerous 
mammals for which Africa is famed, we encountered over 
400 amazing bird species!  Leopards, lions, cheetahs, zebras, 
elephants, giraffes and adorable warthogs cross paths with 
bustards, bee-eaters, ostriches and secretary birds.  Join 
me in adventure as we travel across the vast plains of the 
Serengeti, deep into the heart of Eden-like Ngorongo Crater, 
through the grasslands of Tarangire National Park, high in 
the mountains and along the wide beaches of the Indian 
Ocean.
Sam Fried has over 1000 photographs and 54 feature articles 
published in field guides, books, newspapers and magazines 
worldwide, including National Audubon, Birder’s World, 
Bird Watcher’s Digest, Birding and Living Bird Quarterly 
magazines.  He has written several chapters of the Insight 
Guides book on birding in North America, published by 
The Discovery Channel and given approximately 500 photo 
presentations to a wide variety of organizations along with 
being the founder of Flights of Fancy Adventures, LLC, a 
birding, photography, natural history and golf travel compa-
ny offering small group, low cost, high quality trips to North, 
Central and South American destinations.  Sam is now 
co-authoring a book on photographing birds in flight and 
also working on a Florida project to help golf clubs make 
their properties more bird friendly.  He is past President of 
Hartford Audubon Society and his North American life lists 
include 739 bird species seen and 721 photographed.

Learn about Sebastian 
Inlet’s fall migration of 
winter doormats! What’s 
a doormat you ask? It’s 
a flounder over about 6 
lbs. How about a 14-lber? 
That’s a real doormat. 
Park Ranger & Florida 
Native Ed Perry has fished 
Sebastian Inlet for over 32 
years and will share tips 
and information teaching 
anglers the best baits, 
methods, rigs, and times 
to fish for flounder at 
Sebastian Inlet State Park. 
He’ll even share tips on 
how to clean these oddly 
shaped fish and perhaps a 
favorite recipe or two.

Ed Perry with an eleven pound 
Flounder caught on 12/11/12.

Field Trips
November 2 - Saturday - Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area 
at 9:00AM - guide Ken Gonyo
November 16 - Saturday - DJ Wilcox Natural Area (St. Lucie 
County) at 7:30AM - Guide: Bill & Darlene Halliday
November 16 - Saturday - Oslo Riverfront Conservation 
Area at 9:00AM - guide Ken Gonyo
December 7 - Saturday - North Sebastian Conservation 
Area at 8:00AM - Guide: Jane Schnee
December 7 - Saturday - Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area 
at 9:00AM - guide Ken Gonyo
December 21 - Saturday - Oslo Riverfront Conservation 
Area at 9:00AM - guide Ken Gonyo

For more information call 772-567-3520 or 
visit www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

Florida Eaglewatch
by Billie Wagner & Linda Chancellor
Many people remember the first time they saw a Bald Eagle 
- a special image of a pure white head, large black wings, and 
distinct white tail feathers - the symbol of our nation. This 
beautiful bird’s population crashed; by 1973, there were only 
88 bald eagle nests in Florida, the Continued on next page 4



Portrait of a Black Vulture  © JR Williams

Bird of the Month by Juanita Baker

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org

The Black Vulture, a predator designed for eating carrion, is 
invaluable in cleaning up animal carcasses killed by our vehicles, 
windows, cell towers, and wind turbines.  Note this handsome 
portrait photograph by JR Williams’ Canon 50D with an EF 
100-400mm lens.  The bare head allows clean retrieval of innards 
without dirtying feathers that would draw insects or interfere 
with aerodynamics.  Notice the ear hole, visible without feathers 
covering.
Vulture eyesight is keen, detecting carrion from great heights.  By 
day, covering the sky, they watch each other so when one begins 
to descend towards a carcass, others follow to feed together.  Vul-
tures, roost communally at night and communicate so those who 
had not fed, follow the feeders to the carcass the next day.
The parents are monogamous, mating for life. DNA-fingerprint-
ing indicates no evidence of extra-pair paternity.  The pair grooms, travels, and 
feeds together, and always roosts with other vultures. A bare tree beside our house is a favorite resting place.  Almost daily, 
I can hear their lunch ritual signaled by the loud hissing/gasping sound of the young vulture flapping its wings, begging 
just like a baby cardinal.  The parents feed the juvenile for 8 months…even though it reaches adult size at one month. I only 
recognize the juvenile by observing its head disappearing down the throat of the adult to retrieve tasty regurgitated mor-
sels.  This feeding dependency evidently leads to strong social ties with the extended family group.  Once independent of 
the parents, juveniles do not breed for up to 8 years.
Be warned when visiting the parking lots in the Everglades (especially Anhinga Trail).  Black Vultures have acquired a taste 
for attacking rubber seals on car windows, doors, sunroofs, and windshield wipers.  Park officials provide tarps and bungee 
cords to protect your vehicle against this acquired taste.

only significant 
population in 

the US to survive, outside Alaska. Due to the accumula-
tion of the pesticide DDT in the female’s tissues, eggs were 
produced with shells so thin they were crushed under the 
weight of the incubating adult. Bounties had also been paid 
for slaughtering eagles (the talons were turned in): they had 
been viewed as vermin. Banning the chemical, along with 
protection under the newly authorized Endangered Species 
Act, gave the eagle a chance to make a comeback. On June 
28, 2007 the Bald Eagle was removed from the Federal List 
of Endangered Wildlife, but they continue to be protected 
by several Federal and State laws. The goal is to maintain a 
stable or increasing population, so no construction activ-
ity is permitted within 330 feet of the nest tree during the 
“official” nesting season, Oct. 1-May 15, or, when eagles are 
present at the nest site outside those dates. Based on its 2011 
aerial survey, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) estimated 1,457 active bald eagle nests 
in Florida that year. Each nest has one pair of adults, and so, 
combined with juvenile birds, that gives us approximately 
4,000 Bald Eagles in the state during the winter, about the 
same as the Florida Scrub-Jay.
Beginning as early as August, Bald Eagles return to Florida 
to re-establish their territories. Nesting takes place over the 
winter, with eaglets fledging anytime from April through 
June. Bald Eagles have both moved into more urban settings 
where new territories are available, or been encroached 
upon by new developments. Some pairs are more tolerant 
than others. Mature pine trees (70 years old) are preferred 
for nesting, in Florida. Often, a pair will use the same nest 
until the tree literally dies of old age (or is hit by lightning), 
deteriorates, and falls. This is called nest fidelity. The loss of 
suitable nesting sites through the removal of mature pines 
will result in the local extirpation of eagles. 

Doris Mager (the Eagle Lady), followed by Lynda White, 
through Audubon of Florida, saw the need for a Citizen Sci-
ence program to keep an eye on eagle population trends, so 
any catastrophic decline of eagles will not go unnoticed, as 
it almost did before. Underfunded state and federal wildlife 
agencies cannot monitor wildlife, it is up to citizens in many 
cases. The resulting Eaglewatch program was designed to 
educate citizens about general eagle nesting biology, laws, 
and monitoring techniques.  Volunteers compile valuable 
data for Florida’s Mid-winter Annual Bald Eagle Nesting 
Survey.  The volunteer Eaglewatch coordinator for Indian 
River County is Billi Wagner, entering her sixth season 
monitoring eagles with the help of other volunteers making 
observations at previously identified nest trees. New nests 
are reported to ensure their protection. Observations are 
usually made once a month, or more frequently. It is impor-
tant to establish the egg laying date so the hatching date can 
be estimated for each nest.  Billi once dissected a fallen nest 
which included many fish scales along with the items in the 
attached photograph. She was curious as to how much trash 
was in it, because such items can entangle an eaglet. 
If you are interested in learning more about this program, 
log on to http://fl.audubon.org/audubon-eaglewatch. Vol-
unteers and questions are always welcome, ask Billi at our 
next regular meeting or contact her 
through our Pelican Island Audubon 
Society office at  772-567-3520.  
FYI:  Alaskan Eagles, never victims 
of DDT, continues to maintain the 
largest state population, with Florida 
and Minnesota gaining. The largest 
Florida Bald Eagle nest recorded was 
located in St. Petersburg and  mea-
sured 2.9 meters in diameter and 6.1 
meters tall.  Bob Montanaro

Eaglewatch continued from front page4



Contents of an Eagle’s Nest



The President’s Hoot by Richard Baker

Audubon Florida, Audubon’s state’s organization, selected 
PIAS ‘Best Chapter’ of 44 Florida Audubon Chapters in Florida 
- 2013 (also in 2011 and 2007).  We are very appreciative of 
the hard work of Bob Montanaro, Office Manager, Board 
Members, our members, and many volunteers for their 
work or support on the major innovative conservation and 
education projects below.

•	 Square-Foot Gardening School Project (awarded an 
Audubon TogetherGreen innovation grant of $9,890). 
Led by Board member Peter Sutherland, Audubon 
worked with 560 students in 13 of 22 elementary, middle 
and charter schools in the county to install 80-plus 4 
ft. x 4ft. gardens, twice our goal, with a dozen partner 
organizations and 28 teachers.  A 12-minute video 
produced by Dr. Graham Cox and Bob Montanaro 
is now available on the PIAS website. This project 
introduced 11% of the enrolled school population in 
the county’s elementary, middle and charter schools to 
gardening and ecology.

•	 Indian River Lagoon Coalition- Audubon and Yale 
Club of the Treasure Coast “Call to Action.” Audubon 
Board member Dr. John Orcutt and wife Judy initiated 
a program to build a countywide coalition to show 
politicians that the public supports them in making 
the hard decisions necessary to improve Lagoon 
conditions.  Since January 2013, 138 organizations have 
joined the coalition. Although this change in attitude 
cannot be attributed to the coalition alone, the coalition 
undoubtedly had a major impact in changing the county 
and city official’s attitude towards the health of the 
Lagoon.

•	 Voices on the Water, Tribute to Lagoon in Song, Sign, 
and Photography, multi-media, multi-sensory event. On 
April 5 and 7, 2013, PIAS coordinated with member Judy 
Orcutt to facilitate a Vero Beach Choral Society concert 
focusing on the theme of Water.  The concert showed 
photos of habitat, flora and fauna of the Indian River 
Lagoon taken by PIAS photographers George and Mary 
Ester Bollis, choreographed with music at the Trinity 
Episcopal Church, and included a special message of the 
need for clean up and protection to save the Lagoon. 

•	 QR Interpretive Signs at Pelican Island National 
Wildlife Refuge (America’s first NWR). Through the 
efforts of 1st Vice President Bob Bruce, PIAS received 
a $1,000 grant to produce 11 interpretive signs using 
smartphone QR technology for habitat and wildlife 

education.  The videos and artwork were done by Bob 
Montanaro.  Visitors with smart phones are able to 
download videos about the refuge, its history, mosquito 
management, plants including mangroves, hammocks, 
seagrasses, and butterflies, birds, and fishes in the Indian 
River Lagoon.  The videos are also available at the PIAS 
website. The QR narration and the stories that make 
nature come alive are presented by Dr. Grant Gilmore 
(Fish Ecologist), Richard Thomas (Commercial 
Fisherman), Doug Carlson (Mosquito Control District 
Director), Suzanne Valencia (Butterfly Garden Expert), 
Kevin Lowry (PINWR Refuge Ranger), and Janice 
Broda (Environmental Educator); they are exceptional 
and stand on their own.

•	 Quality of Life Indicator Project in Indian River 
County. The recent award of a TogetherGreen planning 
grant written by PIAS board member Dr. Graham Cox 
of $5,000 will allow PIAS to continue this innovative 
community-based effort to work with two largely 
minority communities in Indian River County to develop 
quality-of-life’ sustainability indicators and community 
survey instruments to guide the county towards an 
environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable 
future. A webpage has been established for the public to 
respond to a survey.  It is available at the PIAS website. 

•	 Audubon Community Center& Conservation land 
volunteer training center. PIAS purchased one acre 
of land surrounded by the 440-acre Oslo Riverfront 
Conservation Area on which to build this center. Over 
$200,000 in pro bono surveying and engineering work 
was donated for the project, and now with county site-
plan approval in hand, construction funds are available 
and building will begin shortly.

•	 Other activities during the year include Boy Scout 
Merit Badge Counseling (Jane Schnee), Press Journal 
Bird Photo of the Month ( Dr. Juanita Baker), Oslo 
Road Conservation Area Volunteer Program (Janice 
Broda), JayWatch (Joe Carroll, Rosalind James, and 
Jane Schnee), Eagle Watch (Billi Wagner), Advocacy 
for the Lagoon (Dr. David Cox & Board President 
Dr. Richard Baker), Nature Library (Tina Marchese), 
Animal Rescue (Nancy Irvin), Membership (Bill & 
Darlene Halliday), Civic Affairs (Jim Kirley), Field 
Trips and Monthly Educational Meetings in Sebastian 
and Vero Beach (Dr. Bill Loftus), and Fund Raising 
(Toni Robinson).

Pelican Island Audubon Selected Florida’s Best Chapter - 2013

Receiving the Chapter Award at Audubon Assembly: AoF Chapter Coordinator Jacqui Sulek, Bob Bruce, Richard Baker, 
Peter & Lorraine Sutherland, Judy & John Orcutt, David Peabody, Juanita Baker, and AoF Executive Director Eric Draper.



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, PIAS 
could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission in Indian 
River County and support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon and a free gift cookbook!

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President Bob 
Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secretary Darlene 
Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Sutherland, Treasurer 
Steve Goff — Elected Directors: Joe Carroll ‘14, David Cox, Ph.D. 
‘14, Nancy Irvin ‘16, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘15, John Orcutt, Ph.D. 
‘15, Toni Robinson ‘16 — Appointed Board Members: Graham 
Cox, Ph.D., Bill Halliday, Jim Kirley, Tina Marchese, Jane 
Schnee, (Billi Wagner - Ornithological Consultant) Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is 
registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within Florida 
1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda

Florida is blessed with a diverse flora and was dubbed La 
Florida, land of flowers, over 500 years ago.  Florida is 
home to 15 species of native hollies and 4 species of native 
poinsettias.    
Now in fruit at the Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area, as 
well as in human landscapes, is the red-berried dahoon hol-
ly (Ilex cassine).  Native to the southeastern United States, 
dahoon holly grows in moist or slightly wet places to be a 
small tree.  You will need to look hard to discover the tiny 
teeth on its 2 – 4” leaves.  
The bright red berries on female plants are quite striking.   
Songbirds, turkey, quail, and small mammals consume 
these fruits, so, please do not remove them from our natu-
ral areas.

A Florida Holly and Poinsettia, too

Also in flower at the Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area is 
painted leaf (Poinsettia cyathophora).  Known, too, as Fire-
on-the-Mountain, this small fall-blooming annual is quite 
variable in color, leaf shape, and size.  Most often, its bracts 
-- the showy part of this plant and its cultivated ‘cousin’ The 
Poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrmma) of commerce -- are 
red, but the bracts of some plants are orangey, pink or even 
white.  The leaves usually are violin shaped but can be oval 
or linear.
The genus name, cyathophora, means cup-bearing, and 
indeed its tiny flowers are held in little green cups.  Though 
inconspicuous to people, these tiny flowers are visited by 
pollinators of all sorts, including butterflies and moths.  
Somewhat weedy, this plant often volunteers in dry, sunny 
places throughout our County.

You can learn more about these and other native plants, 
birds, and the ecology of Indian River County at the volun-
teer stewardship class offered by the Pelican Island Audu-
bon Society and the Florida Medical Entomology Labora-
tory beginning on January 18, 2014.  For more information, 
visit http://ourorca.org


