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Masthead photo: Brown Pelican by Bob Montanaro.

The Lost Bird Project
A film by Deborah Dickson

November 10, 2014  v  6:00 p.m. 
Mangroves as Bird & Fish Habitat in the 

Indian River Lagoon with Bob Riley

November 17, 2014  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

North Indian River County Library
1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian

Nov. 1 (Sat) Sebastian Inlet State Park - 
Mostly shorebirds
Nov. 15 (Sat) Sebastian Inlet State Park - with Indian River 
Photo Club - photograph birds
Nov. 16 (Sun) Cypress Bend Community Preserve - a Lost 
Birds field trip - see Nov. 10 meeting notice
Nov. 30 (Sun) TM Goodwin Waterfowl Management Area - 
birding bike tour 

Field Trips - Call 772-567-3520 for reservations

The Friends of St. Sebastian River and the Pelican Island 
Audubon Society, will be co-hosting a special film presen-
tation, The Lost Bird Project, for its November 10 meeting, 
6:00 pm at the North County Library, Sebastian. Todd Mc-
Grain, an Associate Professor, at Cornell University, made 
large bronze sculptures to memorialize five extinct North 
American birds:  Carolina Parakeet, Passenger Pigeon, Lab-
rador Duck, Health Hen, and Great Auk.

This film is an elegy and a thoughtful, moving, sometimes 
humorous look at the artist and his mission through his art. 
The film takes you to the sites where the last bird was found 
for each species. The film, shows one of the last known loca-
tions of the Carolina Parakeet in the wild is right here in 
Indian River County on the banks of the St. Sebastian River, 
in what today is the Cypress Bend Community Preserve in 
Sebastian. 

For more information, visit the Pelican Island Audubon 
Society at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org, or the Friends of 
St. Sebastian River at www.fssr.org.
    
Come see this timely film as other birds are now on the edge 
of extinction. Audubon’s recent unprecedented analysis of 
40 years of citizen-science bird population data from their 
own Christmas Bird Counts plus the Breeding Bird Survey 
reveals alarming declines for many of our most common 
and beloved birds. Since 1967 the average population of the 
common birds in steepest decline has fallen by 68 percent. 
Some individual species nose-dived as much as 80 percent. 
All 20 birds on the national Common Birds in Decline list 
lost at least half their populations in just four decades.

A special field trip to Cypress Bend Community Preserve 
site will be on Sunday, November 16th at 2:00 pm. Call the 
Audubon office 772-567-3520 for reservations.

Beginning Bird Watching Course, offered by Pelican Island 
Audubon Society (PIAS) with 4 intense classes and 2 field 
trips just for course participants. This course includes four 
classes on: TU, JAN 13TH, FRI, JAN 16RD, TU JAN 27TH 
and FRI, JAN 30TH.  Each class begins at 6:3O PM and 
lasts until 9:00 PM. All classes are held at the new Audubon 
House!  Included in this course, are two full-day field trips 
just for the class, which begin at 7 AM, Saturday JAN 17 to 
Sebastian Inlet State Park and Pelican Island National Wild-
life Refuge and JAN 31, 2015 to TM  Goodman Wildlife 
Management Area... and St. Sebastian River Preserve State 
Park. About 75 bird species will be seen and identified on 
these two field trips with experienced birders.  Fee is $55, 
each for members, plus the PIAS membership fee ($20 Indi-
vidual, $30 Family) if not already a member. To participate, 
contact Pelican Island Audubon at 772-567-3520 or email 
Juanita Baker at bakerj@fit.edu.

FIRST Pelican Island Audubon 
Beginning Bird Course in the New 
Audubon House!  Coming in January

The Indian River Lagoon is the most biologically diverse 
estuary in North America.  Learn why mangroves play such 
an important part in this talk by mangrove expert Bob Riley 
of mangrove.org. 



November Bird of  the Month by Juanita Baker

Crows yet again
by Linda Chancellor

Photo Credits/Title: Red-bellied Woodpecker © 2014 Danny Bales

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Ornithologists and native peoples usually name birds for an 
outstanding feature. Have you ever wondered why the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker is called red-bellied when that feature is not obvious? 
We see Florida’s most common woodpecker as it is climbing a 
palm tree, telephone pole, or on our backyard feeder eating seeds, 
nuts or fruits. We usually first notice the barred black-and-white 
back and wings, and the red on its nape (the back of the head) if it 
is female. The red extends onto the crown of the male. The breast, 
sides and flanks are gray-beige.
To see the belly of this bird is difficult as it is often pressed against 
a tree, but this photograph of a female by Danny Bales with his 
EOS Canon 40D and 100/400 telephoto, f13 - 260 mm - 1/250 
shutter speed - ISO 500 + Flash, reveals the red belly, and the 
bird’s magnificent, fully extended feathers and gray-and-white 
patterned underwings. The red belly is a characteristic unique to 
this species, found in both sexes. During springtime breeding, red 
areas become more intense, especially the belly, and the face, throat, 
and breast become tinged with red in males. surely very attractive in 
luring a mate.
This woodpecker does not migrate, and is found year-round in our urban and natural areas. Like most Woodpeckers, it 
flies with gracefully undulating dips. With its strong bill, it can defend against nest robbers and predators like hawks, owls, 
snakes, and housecats.
Yes, this is a noisy woodpecker, with its kwirr calls, and likely the bird that drums on your metal roof, fixtures, gutters or 
drain pipes. This loud racket alerts all to his presence, the object to attract a female in springtime. Drumming occurs at 
other times of year to signal its territory, but not to wake you up!

Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus Order PICIFORMES – Family PICIDAE

As I said last month 
crows are not at the 
top of my bird watch-
ing list.  I had read on 

the internet that they were very intelligent but to me they 
were just noisy, black birds that are not welcomed at my 
birdfeeder.  But there I was in the library, browsing for a 
book, when my eyes landed on the title CROWS - encoun-
ters with the wise guys of the avian world by Candace Sav-
age.  I opened the book and began to scan the pages.   This 
was not just a book of photographs, captions and descrip-
tions.  While it did include factual information about the 
crow and its kin, it included so much more.
Stories, mythology, fables, poems and art works were woven 
in between the good, the bad and the ugly facts about these 
birds. Even in music the crow has been renowned - Zora 
Neale Hurston recorded an African-American folksong 
about crows in Jacksonville, Florida in 1935.  The author 

also included interesting research done by scientists from 
regions of Europe, North America and Australasia in an 
attempt to understand and document the amazing intelli-
gence of these birds.
Crows are the only birds that have been documented to 
actually form and use a tool in order to solve a problem.   I 
had no idea that crows have such complex social interac-
tions and communication skills.   After reading this book, 
when I hear the caw of a crow, I have a new appreciation for 
this noisy, black bird.  
FYI – Candace Savage says:  
“Strangely there are no crows at 
all in South or Central America, 
where los observadores de pa’jaros 
have to be content with a profusion 
of brightly colored jays and mag-
pies, the crows’ closest relatives.”     

The ANNUAL HOLIDAY POTLUCK is Monday, 
December 8, 2014 starting at 6pm at the Vero Beach 

Community Center, 2266 14th Avenue.  Bring your favorite 
dish to serve 8 people.  Please bring plates & utensils.  

Drinks will be provided.

Annual Holiday Potluck

Like Pelican Island Audubon on Facebook at
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

for all the latest news and information



The President’s Hoot

How can any Floridian oppose the Water and Land Con-
servation Amendment 1? Florida’s special natural habitats 
and recreational lands are disappearing at an alarming 
rate- hundreds of acres a day.  Lands lost to development 
are gone forever, yet those lands provide our drinking water 
and recreation and protect us from flooding.  
Past leaders showed great foresight by sponsoring two pro-
grams that have made Florida the leading state in conserv-
ing water and environmental lands:  Gov. Bob Martinez 
in 1990 signed the 10-year Preservation 2000 program, in 
which $3 billion was spent to purchase over 900,000 acres 
of sensitive lands.  Gov. Jeb Bush in 2000 signed the 10-year 
Florida Forever program, also at $3 billion, which used the 
sale of bonds to save our water sources and purchase con-
servation lands. 
Funds were 
generated from 
Documentary 
(Doc) Stamps 
from real-estate 
transactions and 
land sales. Those 
lands protected 
with those bonds 
will pass the 
benefits of lands 
protected forever 
to Florida’s fu-
ture generations.  
As we continue 
to develop our 
landscape, we 
must save some 
areas for water 
and conserva-
tion!
Unfortunately, 
the Legislature 
diverted funds 
for purchasing 
any additional 
lands. Our current governor even tried to sell some con-
served lands.
The Treasure Coast, and especially Indian River County, 
took advantage of both programs and matched them with 
two local bond issues to buy land. Matching state and local 
funds, Indian River County spent $136 million to purchase 
9,703 acres for conservation (see map).  Martin County did 
better and acquired 22,867 acres.
Amendment 1 opponents are hard to find. Nearly one mil-
lion people signed the petitions to place the Water and Land 
Conservation Amendment on Florida’s November 4 ballot. 
People agree that Florida should invest in keeping water 
supplies clean and available. We need to preserve lands for 
parks, beaches, rivers, lagoon, and places to hunt and fish.  
What bothers Amendment 1 opponents enough to object? 

They feel state funding to protect water and land does not 
belong in Florida’s constitution despite the fact that state 
spending for schools and approval for spending certain 
taxes are in the constitution. If Amendment 1 is passed, our 
Florida Constitution will protect our water and land forever. 
Why is Amendment 1 important to protect water and 
land?   
Amendment 1 dedicates one-third of the existing excise tax 
on documents for twenty years to “acquire, restore, improve, 
and manage conservation lands including wetlands and 
forests; fish and wildlife habitat; lands protecting water re-
sources and drinking water sources, and the water quality of 
rivers, lakes, and streams; beaches and shores; outdoor rec-

reational lands; 
working farms 
and ranches; 
and historic or 
geologic sites.” 
Conserving 
lands where 
rainfall recharges 
aquifers and 
floodplains to 
protect water 
supplies is far 
cheaper than 
exploiting new 
water sources.  
We must protect 
land to protect 
water. 
Under the pres-
ent economic 
conditions, 
many ranches 
are being sold 
to developers. 
Buying devel-
opment rights 
on ranchlands 

helps protect the recharge to our aquifers and wetlands. Our 
forests, wetlands, citrus groves and ranches will continue to 
produce ecosystem services, food and other products, and 
attract tourists benefiting our economy and society.
Clean water is only one of the many Amendment 1 benefits. 
As the Treasure Coast grows, we need access to our beaches, 
lagoon and rivers. Regrettably and lately government has 
been stingy with funds for public parks and recreation 
areas. Amendment 1 helps guarantee that our children 
and families will enjoy and have access to Florida’s natural 
beauty.
People are drawn to live in Florida because of its natural 
beauty and climate.  Help keep it that way: Vote Yes for 
Amendment 1.
Richard Baker, Ph.D.

Vote Yes for Amendment 1



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, PIAS 
could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission in Indian 
River County and support the continued growth of our 
programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to a 501(c)
(3) organization and includes your membership renewal to 
Pelican Island Audubon and a free gift cookbook!

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secretary 
Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Peter Sutherland, 
Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: David Cox, Ph.D. 
‘17, Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, Nancy Irvin ‘16, Bill Loftus, 
Ph.D. ‘15, Toni Robinson ‘16 — Appointed Board Members: Bill 
Halliday, Tina Marchese, David Peabody Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. 
is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within Florida 
1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.

q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda
Many marlberry trees (Ardisia escalloniodes) now are 
flushed with fabulous flowers for a second time this year.  
These small, adaptable native trees deserve more use in our 
landscapes.

The species name, Ardisia, refers to the pointed anthers 
(the part of the flower where pollen is produced).   Marl-
berry’s noticeable yellow anthers contrast with its small, 
white flowers.  Though each individual flower is small, the 
terminal panicles of many fragrant, white flowers provide a 
stunning display in full sun and attract a bevy of pollinators 
including butterflies, bees, and other insects.
A hammock plant of tropical origin, marlberry grows well 
in light shade or full sun.  The common name marlberry 
may refer to this plant’s tolerance of alkaline coastal sols 
(marl) or may be a bastardization of the name marbleberry.

Its glossy, black single-seeded fruits are about ¼” in di-
ameter and are as round as marbles. The panicles of fruits 
frequently are so heavy that ends of the branches droop 
downward.  Birds and other wildlife consume these fruits.
Often taller than broad, 
marlberry grows to about 
15’ tall, making it an ex-
cellent substitute for the 
magnificent, but mammoth, 
live oak in small spaces or 
beneath power lines.  Its 
dense, glossy, dark green 
alternate leaves vary from 
about 3 to 6 inches long, 
depending on light condi-
tions, and contrast with its 
pale grey bark.  
Flowering and fruiting may 
occur throughout the year.  
Our significant, fall rains 
this year seem to have en-
couraged substantial flower-
ing, just as they did imme-
diately following the sister 
storms of 2004.  Marlberry 
proved to be quite hurri-
cane-resistant that year.
For pollinators, for wildlife, 
for its beauty, and for small 
spaces, please consider 
marlberry.


