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Masthead photo: Osprey by Bob Montanaro.

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Climate-Wise Landscaping: Practical Actions 
for a Sustainable Future with Ginny Stibolt

October 15, 2018  v  7:00 p.m. 

Registration online at PelicanIslandAudubon.org
2nd Transforming Landscapes for a Sustainable 

Future Conference - February 2, 2019
Indian River County Fairgrounds

7955 58th Ave, Vero Beach, FL 32967
8AM Registration $10 in advance, $15 at door
8AM Vince Lamb, How to photograph your garden plants 

& butterflies
9AM Dr. Craig Heugel, Joy of Native Gardening
9:45AM Chris Waltz, Treasure Coast plants for your yard
10:30AM Break to visit demonstrations
11:15AM Michelle Peterson, Gardening for Native Bees
12PM Break for lunch
1PM Dr. Marc Minno, Gardening for Butterflies
1:45PM Kirsten Hines & Dr. James Kushlan, Gardening for 

birds in South Florida
2:30PM Michael Kuras, Planning for a Sustainable Garden & 

Landscape
3:30PM Summary & Discussion: What can we do to improve 

our Lagoon and our Plants and Animals

October 8, 2018  v  6:00 p.m. 
Rehabilitation of Injured Birds

with Chelsea Goff
North Indian River County Library

1001 Sebastian Blvd. (CR 512), Sebastian
If you see a wild animal in distress, it is important to resist the 
temptation to interfere unless the animal is clearly sick, hurt, 
orphaned, or in immediate danger. In particular, people often 
mistakenly “rescue” baby animals when their best chance of 
survival is staying in the care of their parents.  Chelsea Goff, the 
Deputy Director of the Florida Wildlife Hospital & Sanctuary in 
Palm Shores, will explain what should be done if you find an 
animal you think is injured.  She will also explain the role of 
the Florida Wildlife Hospital & Sanctuary in caring for our wild 
neighbors.

Ginny Stibolt, a botanist and garden writer in Florida will 
explain how to 1) help the landscape survive climate change, 2) 
help wildlife survive climate change, 3) help to mitigate climate 
change all through how you landscape your yard.  This program is 
based on her book Climate-wise Landscaping: Practical Actions 
for a Sustainable Future, which will be on sale at the meeting for  
$29.99.

Audubon House
195 9th Street SE (Oslo Road), Vero Beach

Landscaping for a Florida Native Yard 
Workshop with Ginny Stibolt

October 16, 2018  v  9:00 a.m. 

Ginny Stibolt leads a 3-hour workshop at Audubon House on 
how to landscape your yard with Florida native plants to benefit 
wildlife and the environment.  The workshop is based on her 
book A Step-By-Step Guide To A Florida Native Yard, which 
will also be on sale for $21.95.  Space is limited.  Please sign up 
at PelicanIslandAudubon.org.

Friday Night Films
at Audubon House 

Free!

View!

Discuss!

at 
Audubon 

House, 
195 9th 

St. SE 
(Oslo 
Rd.)

Snacks!

Doors open at 6:00PM  
'  Movies start at 

6:30PM

October 12, 2018
The Lorax

Fun for the whole family!



Bird of the Month 
by Juanita Baker

Life is precious by Linda Chancellor

Flamingoes in Florida ©  Collin Ross
American Flamingos Phoenicopterus ruber

with Juanita Baker, Ph.D. & David Simpson. 
Learn basic knowledge to understand birds through four “indoor field 
trips” (Feb 5, 7, 19, 21, 6-8:30 pm) with many beautiful photographs 
representing Indian River County’s variety of Bird Families, plus two 
“outdoor field trips” (Sun. Feb 10, 7 am-12 pm & Sat. Feb 23, 7 am-1 
pm) to local birding Hotspots.  Learn what to look for, understand 
and appreciate our Florida wonders.  Limited to 30 participants. 
Learn more & sign up at www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org.  $95 for 
members.

Audubon invites you to 
join our 2019 Intensive 
Beginning Birding 
Course

The osprey nest had been there for at least ten years and probably 
more.   It appeared to be about eight feet across and was balanced 
precariously in the top of an oak tree.   I 
thought surely the leader would break under 
the weight of it and yet it had held through 
heavy rains and even hurricane force winds.  
Every year I had watched the miracle of new 
life begin.   In early summer the ospreys 
would return and begin adding a few new 
branches to the already massive nest.   I 
would watch as an osprey would fly feet first 
at a leafless branch and grab the branch with 
his feet.   A loud crack would sound as the 
branch broke and he would fly to the nest 
grasping a branch as long as his wing spread.  
Then the other osprey would pick up the 
branch with its beak and gently weave it into 
the nest.   Many days passed with her sitting on the nest and then 
one day two small heads could be seen peaking over the edge.  
Soon they would be ready to fly.  But this year was different   It 
was late June and I had seen no activity in the nest.   I saw only 

one lone osprey approach the nest with a long branch, which was 
carefully added and then sit there.    He would utter a loud lone 
cry and then fly away.   Several days later two ospreys landed on 
the nest and then flew away.   I then noticed several other ospreys 

would land on the osprey boxes, located on 
the channel markers and with binoculars 
could see there was no young in these nests.  
The nest, in the oak, has sat vacant now for 
several days with no activity and there is no 
activity at the channel markers.   Ospreys 
continue to fly in and around the cove but I 
believe I will not see baby ospreys this year.  
FYI - I learned that osprey lay eggs 
between April and May in the Virginia 
area.  According to internet sources severe 
rainstorms can contribute to nest failures.  If 
the eggs get wet they can become non-viable 
and if chicks are left unattended during these 
conditions they might not survive.  The 

Richmond Times reported that the area had received between 9 
and 11 inches of rain during the month of May.  The average is 
about 4 inches. 

A recent scientific paper concluded that Flamingos have an ancient 
history in Florida and consistently inhabit Florida Bay, helping settle 
the question of whether they are native to Florida.  John J. Audubon 
never shot a Flamingo when he came to Florida in 1838, but he reported 
seeing many along Florida’s Atlantic coast, the Keys and Gulf Coast 
to Pensacola, even north to Charleston. For most of his paintings, he 
shot, measured, and made detailed observations about a bird’s anatomy, 
behavior, and his experiences. When he saw a flock feeding on the Keys 
mudflats, he crept in that direction.  They started flying towards him, 
and just before reaching land, they veered straight up into the air (as 
was their custom), thus his shot missed. When they heard the shot, they 
veered even higher, out of reach.  
Thus, he had skins sent from Cuba to study, discovering they are the 
longest legged, longest necked bird in the world. Because all his paintings 
are life-sized, to fit the paper, he could not paint the Flamingo standing 
straight, but had to drape its neck to its feet. He described their unique 
beak bent in the middle. On the mud flats, the Flamingo, with front half 
of its bill parallel with the water, swings its beak extended from its long 
neck back and forth like a vacuum, sucking up mud, algae and small 
crustaceans. It uses its large tongue to squeeze water from these food 
contents. Audubon saw many flocks of Flamingos and heard stories of 
how they built mounds on which to lay one or two eggs. Why on mounds? An evolutionary adaption to more easily sit on this nest 
with its long legs? Or, to prevent high tide from washing away the eggs?
On July 1, 2015, Collin Ross discovered a flock of Flamingos he thinks likely had just arrived from the 50-100 mile flight from 
the Bahamas or Cuba. The birds landed on the shallows of Biscayne Bay to rest.  They preened, as in the photo, raised feathers in 
display, showing arousal, and making themselves beautiful, looking to attract a partner. Ross said a few initiated their dance, but 
the whole group did not respond.



100,000 Trees for Life
We sometimes take the oxygen we 
breathe for granted. The air we breath 
is mostly nitrogen  (78%) but just 
21% oxygen, with tiny amounts of 
other gases.  From where does the 
earth get its oxygen?  According to the 
National Geographic, 70% comes from 
microscopic plants in our oceans and 
surface waters, which makes sense as 
71% of the earth’s surface is water.  The 
remaining 30% of our oxygen comes 
from our terrestrial plants, mainly trees.  
We are losing our forests worldwide, 
and especially here in Indian River 

County.  Thousands of citrus trees have been and are continuing 
to be removed because of diseases; large numbers of native 
plants also have been removed for residential and commercial 
development.

We at PIAS are collaborating with the 
Environmental Learning Center (ELC) 
and multiple community partners on a new 
project called 100,000 Trees for Life.  So 
far, other confirmed partners include Indian 
River Land Trust (IRLT), Ocean Research 
Conservation Association (ORCA) Indian 
River County Health Department (IRCHD), 
University of Florida/ Indian River County 
Extension Service (UF/IRCES), Peterson’s 
Farm, and Clean Water Coalition of Indian 
River County.  We hope that our county 
schools and others will join in soon.

Besides providing us more oxygen, planting 
native trees in Indian River County saves 
energy by providing shade and wind breaks 
for our homes, cooling our cities and 
neighborhoods, absorbing and filtering our 
storm water, and removing carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases, ozone, and 
air pollutants from our air.  Native trees also help retain our 
topsoil, save on our water bills, provide food and habitat and a 
healthy ecosystem for wildlife, birds, and fishes while providing 
humans with fruits, nuts, shelter, paper products, and a variety of 
chemicals that provide jobs, and better health and mental health 
for us all.  This enhancement of our environment is essential 
for our economy, which depends upon attracting people to our 
paradise. 

Why Plant Native In Our County?
For the health of all citizens:

• Trees provide food and shelter for people and wildlife – 
increasing the biodiversity.

• Kids in tree-lined neighborhoods play outside more – 
fewer incidences of ADHD, asthma and obesity and more 
protection from the damaging rays of the sun.

• Adults are more likely to walk along shady pathways , 
especially under Florida’s bright sun, know their neighbors, 
get exercise and enjoy better health.

• Property values of homes with trees in the landscape are 
5-20% higher.

• One acre of trees produces enough oxygen for 18 people 
to breathe each day and eliminates the carbon dioxide 

equivalent of driving 26,000 miles by car. 
• Studies have shown that, for low or moderate-income 

properties, treed landscaping creates a sense of community 
that reduces crime by 50%.

• Trees and shrubs reduce noise pollution by acting as buffers, 
and reduce power of hurricane’s winds on homes

For economic stability:
• Shaded roadways save 60% in maintenance costs over 30 

years.
• Green business districts attract customers, increase property 

values and increase worker satisfaction.
• Strategically placed trees around homes/business can cut 

cooling costs 30-50%.
• Parking lots with trees attract more customers and help to 

cool vehicles.
• Potable water is a serious problem for our future.  The shade 

from trees slows evaporation, requiring less irrigation.
For the health of the environment, including the Indian River 
Lagoon:

• Stormwater carries pollutants such as 
oil and gas.  Planting trees that hang over 
hard surfaces can reduce storm water runoff 
by 12%.
• Trees reduce soil erosion and retain the 
organic material that forms muck if washed 
into the lagoon.
• Odors and pollutant gases such as 
ammonia, sulfur dioxide, and ozone are 
absorbed by trees.
• Increased urban tree canopy helps to 
mitigate the heat island effect of streets, 
parking lots, rooftops by reducing air 
temperature in cities up to 10%.
• By converting lawn to trees and shrubs, 
fertilizer and herbicide use and runoff can be 
reduced.

Besides trees giving us clean water and good 
health, oak trees provide birds with a large 
number of insect prey.  In fact, as pointed out 

Professor Doug Tallamy at our January Conference, Transforming 
Landscapes for a Sustainable Future, oak trees support the most 
species of moths and butterflies in North America: 557.  He also 
said 96% of terrestrial bird species in North America rely on 
insects and other arthropods, especially caterpillars, to feed their 
young. No insects equals no baby birds. Caterpillars are soft, full 
of protein, fats and carotenoids. We know trees provide nesting 
sites for many bird species. Most important, 90% of the insects 
that eat plants can only eat the native plants with which they co-
evolved. That means we must plant and propagate native plants, 
not exotic species, to maintain our birds.

We have received two grants with which to purchase two 
greenhouses, one of which will be used to grow live oaks from 
acorns to protect them from squirrels and other animals. The first 
greenhouse behind Audubon House is now completed thanks 
to the hard work of volunteers, Steve Palmquist, Ricky Ray, 
Terry Greene, and others. With the second greenhouse arriving 
soon, we will begin growing native plants and doing educational 
outreach to the community to teach the benefits of native plants 
for our local wildlife and the environment.  Plant native trees and 
other plants in your yard to enrich the natural beauty and ecology 
of our county!





      Some of the first lessons taught to students in the Audubon 
Advocates for the Indian River Lagoon, an innovative 
environmental after-school program in Indian River County, 
include art and photography lessons that enhance students’ 
outdoor experiences throughout their semester-long activities at 
Audubon House.  Consisting of fifth graders from Indian River 
Charter, Citrus, Glendale, and Vero Beach Elementary Schools, 
Audubon Advocates is sponsored by the Pelican Island Audubon 
Society and supported by endowment contributors such as 
Donna and Dennis Green, who believe “Our future lies with 
today’s young people.” Teaching students how to sketch and 
photograph wildlife not only enhances the students’ encounters 
with nature, but also serves to document their experiences for 
future generations. 
      Students have the use of a Canon Digital SX 530 camera 
equipped with their own personal memory card. Bob Montanaro, 
professional photographer and class instructor, not only teaches 
students how to operate their cameras, but provides lessons on 
what to look for while taking nature photographs  (patterns, 
unusual creatures, landscapes, the weather—even human 
interactions with wildlife), urging students to “tell a story” with 
their cameras.  Student photos will be compiled into a slide show 

at their graduation celebration in December.
    Art instructor Lou Mullen demonstrates shading techniques 
with pencils as well as pointing out the challenges of sketching 
wild subjects, “Sometimes you have to draw quickly to get the 
rough sketch; worry about the details later. Birds don’t stay still 
long!” Their artwork will also be showcased in the December 
celebration.
    An Audubon Advocate wrote, “We at the Audubon House 
are able to have cameras that we are able to use that we can 
spend time taking pictures of plants and animals.  We have so 
much fun!  Everyone loves using the cameras!”  The cameras, sit 
stools and art supplies are provided through generous donations 
from contributors like the Greens, who are helping to establish 
an endowment fund that will continue to support outdoor 
education and environmental awareness for IRC youth. On a 
recent visit to Audubon House, the Greens were impressed by 
student engagement in these activities: “Students were excited to 
have these opportunities and talked enthusiastically about their 
projects. The students’ conduct was impressive. They exhibited 
focused interest and a reluctance to stop when the sessions were 
over.”
 For more information on how to contribute to the Pelican 
Island Audubon Educational Endowment Fund, please call 772-
567-3520 or email piaudubon@yahoo.com

Enhancing outdoor skills through art & photography
by Susan Lovelace

LEFT:  Donna Green looks 
on as students learn sketching 
techniques from artist Lou 
Mullen.

RIGHT:  Audubon Advocates 
from Indian River Charter 
Elementary try out their new 
cameras. Also pictured are 
Donna and Dennis Green, PIAS 
endowment contributors.

Please register to vote in November!

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and eBird present

October 6 Big Day
Every year for the last four years Global Big Day has set new 
heights for a single day of birding. This massively international 
collaborative birding event has been so great we want to have 
another worldwide eBird Big Day in October. Why October? 
Because spring is rejuvenating the southern hemisphere and 
the northern reaches of the world are in the midst of migration. 
No matter where you are, we’re confident you can find some 
great birds on 6 October. Let’s see what we can find together 
on the first October Big Day!

Sign up to participate at ebird.org
Suggested Indian River County Birding Spots:

1. Sebastian Inlet State Park
2. Pelican Island National Wildlife 

Refuge
3. West Regional Wastewater Treatment 

Facility
4. Fort Drum Conservation Area
5. Stick Marsh
6. Blue Cypress Lake Conservation Area
7. Jungle Trail

8. St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park 
(South)

9. Captain Forster Hammock Preserve
10. Round Island Conservation Area
11. Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area
12. Blue Cypress Lake
13. Environmental Learning Center

Saturday, October 27, 2018
10:00 a.m.

Audubon House
195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd) 

Vero Beach

A program for the whole family to enjoy!

Bats of Florida
with Shari Blissett-Clark
Florida Bat Conservancy

See Live Bats!           Stay for a light lunch!



11/16/18
Being an Audubon Activist - Dr. Richard Baker, History 
of ORCA, Dr. Richard Baker, Indian River Lagoon - Bob 
Montanaro, Walk to ORCA Tower led by Dr. Richard Baker

12/14/18 Field Trip to Cypress Bend Community Preserve guided by 
Dr. Richard H. Baker, details to follow.

01/18/19 Flora & Fauna of the Indian River Lagoon followed by 
seining for fish in the Lagoon - Dr. Grant Gilmore

02/02/19 Conference: Transforming Landscapes for a Sustainable 
Future, Indian River County Fairgrounds - 8AM-5PM

2/15/2019

Scrub-jays & their habitats - Ellie Van Os, The Secret Life of 
the Florida Scrub-Jay - Bob Montanaro, Video: The Gopher 
Tortoises of Red Hill at Archbold Biological Station; Scrub 
walk led by Ken Gonyo

03/15/19 Hammock Habitats followed by an ORCA Hammock Walk - 
Ellie Van Os

04/19/19 Invasive Plants & their Control - Beth Powell & Wendy 
Swindell, Plants for Birds & Pollinators, Tim Harrison

05/17/19 Blood Suckers followed by finding them at ORCA - Dr. 
Nathan Burkett-Cadena

Nature Education, Advocacy, & Volunteer Opportunity Classes: How to be an Audubon Activist! 
2018-2019 Free Course Series!

At the Audubon House
195 9th St. SE (Oslo Road)

Vero Beach, FL 32962
Friday Mornings 9 am -12:00 pm

Attend classes & field walks
to enhance your

Environmental Understanding and Skills  
to lead communities to:

All classes are taught by dynamic guest speakers 
on topics related to our local natural habitats 
and associated flora and fauna.  Each class will 
have a classroom segment of interactive lectures 
followed by outside field excursions relating to 
the classroom topics.  The class will give you 
opportunities for hands-on learning of various 
habitats.

•	Plant native gardens
•	Attract wildlife
•	Decrease fertilizer & toxins
•	Conserve water
•	Remove CO2

Pelican Island Audubon Membership
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$25 Individual q$30 Family
Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:_____________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check payable 
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

or join online using your credit card at:
http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org/membership.html
Questions: call 772-567-3520 or e-mail piaudubon@yahoo.com

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  A copy 
of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer Services by calling 
toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by 
the State.

Pelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers
President
Richard H. Baker, Ph.D.
1st Vice-President
Donna Halleran
2nd Vice-President
David Cox, Ph.D.
Recording Secretary
Darlene Halliday
Corresponding Secretary
George Glenn
Treasurer Steve Goff

Elected Directors:
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘20
Bill Halliday ‘20
Nancy Irvin ‘19
Bill Loftus, Ph.D. ‘18
Toni Robinson ‘19
Bonnie Swanson ‘18 — 
Appointed Board Members:
Susan Lovelace
Tina Marchese
Steve Palmquist

Membership benefits include:
• Monthly Peligram newsletter
• Monthly meetings on the environment and wildlife
• Birding field trips led by expert guides
• Opportunities to volunteer to help 

      the environment
• . . . .and much more!

Join or renew your membership in 
Pelican Island Audubon Society

For more information and to join, visit
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org
or mail in the application aaaaaaaa

Local high school senior and artist Will Johnson, one of the best young birders 
in Florida, will be displaying his bird art on November 3rd & 4th at Audubon 
House, 195 9th Street SE (Oslo Rd.) in Vero Beach.  Please see the included 

flyer for more info.  Will has led specialized warbler field trips for PIAS the last few years, the latest in September at Captain 
Forster Hammock Preserve.  Besides PIAS, Will also volunteers at the Environmental Learning Center and the Indian River 
Land Trust. He has worked summers with a naturalist doing field research in North Carolina along with winning numerous 
academic and art awards.  He is in 1st place this year on eBird.org for most species identified in Indian River County.  Please 
come see this young fine artist and his colorful bird art at Audubon House.

Will Johnson’s Art Exhibition


