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Masthead photo: Northern Mockingbird by Bob Montanaro.

Manatee Mystique with Diane Morgan
September 21, 2015  v  7:30 p.m. 

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Come to the magical, mystical manatee tour! Mistaken for 
mermaids, eaten by pioneers, and saving lives in the 21st  
century, manatees are possibly the world’s most misunder-
stood and underestimated creature.  They’ve been called 

stupid, fat, non-native, slow, and graceless. But is any of that true? Discover the myths and uncover the strange facts about 
our state marine mammal: solid bones, marching molars, and clutching flippers. Participants will get a close up, hands-on 
view of a manatee skull, flippers, and rib.
We’ll also talk a little about the manatee’s closest relative (and no, it’s not the elephant).
We’ll also discuss their current conservation status and discuss the safeguards surrounding human-manatee interactions. 
Diane Morgan is an adjunct professor of English at IRSC and adjunct professor of philosophy at Wilson College. She 
volunteers for the Save the Manatee Club, is a docent for the Manatee Education and Observation Center, participated in 
manatee acoustical research, and has worked on the Manatee Project at Harbor Branch.

How does one describe the cry of a very hungry juvenile 
Red-bellied Woodpecker?  Multiple, persistent, high pitched 
tweets.  I heard the begging calls of the juvenile and spotted 
him in an oak tree in our backyard.  Then I saw the adult 
female in the crotch of the same oak tree.  I wondered if the 
female had brought her young one to introduce him to the 
seed in our unique feeder.  Sam had made our feeder using 
the plastic lid from a chlorine tablet bucket.  He drilled sev-
eral holes for drainage and then attached the lid to the pole 
flange from an old purple martin house.  After installing it 
in the ground Sam had greased the pole, with Vaseline, and 
as yet no squirrel has succeeded in getting to the seed.
Earlier in the spring several adult Red-bellied Woodpeckers 
had discovered the feeder but found it a challenge to land 
on.  Their first attempts had them flying in and scattering 
seed everywhere but eventually they learned to master their 
landings.   Now that the female was an expert she grace-
fully landed in the feeder, retrieved a seed, and flew to the 
juvenile to feed him.   She did this several times before the 
juvenile got the idea.  It was easy to distinguish the juvenile 
from his parent.  His body was smaller and his head had 
downy gray feathers with just a hint of red at the nape at his 
neck.  His back however had the same distinct black and 
white pattern as the adult.
At first he would hover like a helicopter above the feeder but 
eventually decided the best approach was to fly in, grasp the 

On his own by Linda Chancellor outside edge of the lid and use his tail feathers as a prop for 
balance.  He then tilted his head forward but found he could 
not reach the seed in the center.  He adjusted his position 
and tried again and this time he was successful.  He quickly 
grabbed several seeds and flew to the crotch in the old oak 
tree to show his Mom.
FYI :  Curious about what seeds birds really prefer?   Check 
out Project Feeder Watch on the Cornell Ornithology web-
site www.feederwatch.org.  Click on LEARN, pick Common 
Feeder Birds and then click on a bird photo.  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers like peanut hearts, black sunflower seeds, 
hulled sunflower seed and cracked corn but also enjoy 
mealworms, suet and sugar water.  

Pelican Island Audubon is calling for members to help 
launch our new education program for youth science-
minded students, “Audubon Advocates for the Indian River 
Lagoon,” by volunteering.  Help is needed to set up the 
classroom for the teachers and cleanup.  Whether you can 
do it one day a week or four you will help launch a new gen-
eration of conservation-minded citizens.  For details, please 
call the PIAS office at 772-567-3520.  Program will begin 
the last week of September through April 2016.

Volunteers needed



April & May Birds of  the Month by Juanita Baker

View a large color image and learn how to enter your own photos at www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Like Pelican Island Audubon on Facebook at
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

for all the latest news and information

Brown Noddies Courtship © Dawn Currie, Pelican Island Audubon and Indian River Photo 
Club, April 2015

Florida is one of the few states where birders can view 
unusual seabirds such as this Brown Noddy that occurs 
worldwide in tropical oceans, including the Caribbean 
Sea and Gulf of Mexico. In the continental U.S. Nod-
dies nest on just one island in the Dry Tortugas National 
Park. Photographer Dawn Curie visited there and found 
these Brown Noddies courting - the head-nodding 
and stretching gave them their common name. The 
male chases the female in the air. She flies down to beg 
for food, pecking the male’s beak, and he responds by 
regurgitating and sharing small fish or squid. Then they 
preen each other before mating. Curie used a Canon T4i, 
Tamron SP 150-600mm lens at 500mm, 1/1000 sec f/8, 
ISO 200 to photograph these Noddies performing the 
same ritual as their ancestors on a sand bridge linking 
Garden Key to isolated Bush Key where thousands of 
Brown Noddy nest. These colonial nesters find safety in 
numbers where there are many eyes are alert for dangers, 
and many available to mob predators.

The subtle beauty of the black eye and beak contrasts with the white eye-line shading to gray and their graceful necks 
extend in this mating ritual attracts us to these tern-like seabirds. Unlike terns and many seabirds, Noddies swim on the 
water and surface feed. Noddies lay a single egg. For most bird species usually only the female has a brood patch (bare skin 
dense with blood vessels that gives warmth incubating the egg), but both Noddy parents have one. They take two-hour 
turns keeping the chick warm, safe, and fed even several months after fledging. With such good parenting, most chicks 
survive the first year, yet do not mature sexually for three to seven years. They can live until 22 years, returning to the same 
nest site, year after year.

Doesn’t she look like a character? Is she giving him a piece of her 
mind or drawing him in? Early in the breeding season, Anhingas 
begin a complex courtship by soaring on thermals, circling with 
vultures, hawks, and eagles 1000s of feet into the sky. Wings out-
stretched, pointed bill, thin tail, like a black flying stick. The male 
and female glide down to a perch and pluck twigs, signaling the 
beginning of nest building. The black S-shaped-necked male, with 
crest erect, bows low, undulating his wings flashing white pattern 
on black, then erects his tail, spread wide. His intense blue eye-ring 
during mating season and his repeated undulations display stimu-
lates the buff-necked female to open her bill and rapidly vibrate her 
pink throat, sweeping her head and neck to and fro. After mutual bill 
rubbing, the male may insert his bill into the females’ throat to mock 
feed, sealing the deal.

Anhingas swim with only neck and head above water, appearing 
like a snake swimming in the water, a snake bird. The Brazilian Tupi 
Indian name for snake is anhangá, whence their name. A local name, 
Water Turkey, is from the erect broad tail in courtship. Without oil 
glands to waterproof their feathers, Anhingas can submerge easily 
to stalk fish underwater. They spear a fish’s side with their sharp bill. 
Surfacing, they flip the fish into the air just right so the fish will fall, 
head first, right down their throat. Young birds just 3 weeks old begin 
practicing, tossing sticks into the air. However, dry feathers are essen-
tial for flying, so Anhingas climb to a perch and stretch their wings to 
the sun to dry and warm themselves.

Andy Liu photographed her with a Nikon D90, f4, 1/1250 s, 400mm, ISO 400. She lured him in, didn’t she?



The President’s Hoot by Richard H. Baker

Nurturing the next generation of Audubon 
Advocates for the Indian River Lagoon
Is our Indian River Lagoon healthy? NO! What can 
we do? Pelican Island Audubon wants to educate the 
public about the Lagoon’s environmental issues so they 
will appreciate its beauty and value, and work with the 
community to protect its fisheries, marine life, birds, 
wildlife, ecosystems and our future. Many parents and kids 
today are not comfortable with nature because they haven’t 
had direct experiences. This deficit affects their health, 
behavior, and well being, and narrows their lives.  Through 
education and appreciation we want kids to be champions 
for lagoon restoration. Let’s get kids out of the house, out of 
the classroom and into nature. We have lost two generations 
to Nature Deficit Disorder!
Our new Audubon House is the perfect place for an 
expanded lagoon science-education program, surrounded 
by the 440-acre Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area and 
the campus of University of Florida Medical Entomology 
Laboratory (FMEL), all of this adjacent to the Indian River 
Lagoon. 
Our History in Outdoor Education:
Partnering with FMEL for 18 years, Audubon has 
successfully run adult environmental-stewardship classes 
to train volunteers to serve as naturalists and stewards of 
our county’s conservation areas.  Since 2012, we have also 
reached out effectively to elementary, middle- and charter-
school students and their teachers through our ‘square-foot’ 
garden program at 12 schools.  
In our first summer camp at Audubon House, we teamed 
with Kristen and Mike Beck of A Florida Outdoor Center 
(A FLOC) for five weeks of daily sessions of day camps. 
We were funded by a $5,000 grant from the Indian River 
Community Foundation, which provided 36 scholarships 
to underserved students. The students explored the lagoon 
by kayak and canoe, learned basic science, outdoor and 
boating skills, immersed in natural surroundings. They had 
lessons in safe and responsible boating practices, learned 
where water comes from, how water gets polluted, and 
about the vital importance of lagoon sustainability and 
thus marine conservation, and how this is all connected 
to our quality of life. The students experienced the lagoon 
firsthand, observed Brown Pelicans nesting on the island 
rookery, dolphins jumping, seagrasses covered with algae, 
stingrays, and a variety of small fish in our “Oslo Nursery!” 
By seining seagrass beds, they learned that fishes, like the 
gamefishes, snook and sea trout, and even a seahorse, 

depend on healthy seagrass to survive! How enthusiastic 
they were, learning to fish. 
New Project: Audubon Advocates for the Indian River 
Lagoon
PIAS Board member Bonnie Swanson, with an $18,000 
Impact 100 grant and additional member donations, 
is excited to be creating a truly innovative, hands-on, 
outdoor after-school learning program that teaches lagoon 
science and conservation to students from underprivileged 
schools. From our summer camp, we believe strongly the 
outdoor experiences on the water will inspire youngsters 
to become the explorers, scientists, future educators and 
conservationists so needed in our community. Teachers 
at four south County Title 1 elementary schools will 
recommend students for their interest in science and 
academic excellence. We especially hope to inspire low-
income, minority and female students to participate in 
science and conservation by exposing them to scientist role 
models (a key component enthusiastically identified by all 
four schools) and exciting activities.
Bonnie’s selected teachers (Kimberly Slade, Coordinator, 
Rebecca Marr, Teresa Baird, Alex Scott, including a 
journalist teacher, Susan Lovelace, and artist Elise Carter) 
have been planning an outstanding 2-hour after-school 
program. Leah Blyth LoPresti will select two Charter 
High School students as mentors for each day. They’ll gain 
training and experience working with younger students. 
The teachers plan to provide other classroom teachers with 
training and resources to enhance lagoon science learning 
in their own classrooms. 
The teachers are excited about these truly life-changing, 
lagoon-changing experiences that will transform 
our children, our teachers, our community, and the 
environment that sustains us all.  We will share some of the 
same summer camp activities plus sketching and writing 
about plants and creatures observed. In the Audubon 
classroom kids will learn about climate change, oil spills, 
fish kills and water-quality degradation, then go outside 
to make physical contact with nature. It is this hands–
on, outdoors experience that is important to encourage 
children to become the watchdogs and champions of our 
environment, so vital to our human survival. We need a bus 
driver ($15/hour) and volunteers to assist teachers with the 
kids, please contact our Pelican Island Audubon office at 
piaudubon@bellsouth.net or call us at 772-567-3520.  

Part-time bus driver needed for Pelican Island Audubon’s 
“Audubon Advocates for the Indian River Lagoon.” Three 
hours in afternoon for 22 weeks.  This position requires a 
CDL and passenger and bus driver endorsement.  If inter-
ested, please call the PIAS office at 772-567-3520.  Volunteer 
bus drivers are also being sought for the various field trips 
for our membership.

Bus Driver Wanted October 23-24 (Sheraton Orlando North 
in Maitland) - Audubon Assembly 2015 
will focus this year on Parks: The Heart of Natural 
Florida. The Audubon Assembly is Florida’s premiere 
conservation event for two days of informative work-
shops, exciting guest speakers, and unforgettable field 
trips. Visit http://www.pelicanislandaudubon.org for 
more information.



Birds migrate-and members can too!  
Please consider “migrating” up to 

one of our Sustainable Memberships- 
Scrub-jay ($100) or Osprey ($200).

Anyone who contributes $100 or $200 per year to the 
Annual Fund is automatically recognized as a Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Sustaining or Double Sustaining 
Member.  Think about a $25 or $50 per quarter donation, 
which works out to only $2 to $4 a week to support our 
mission.
Sustaining Members are critical to the Society.  If every 
Society member contributed $100 or $200 every year, 
PIAS could increase its efforts to help fulfill our mission 
in Indian River County and support the continued growth 
of our programs.  This is a tax-deductible contribution to 
a 501(c)(3) organization and includes your membership 
renewal to Pelican Island Audubon!
q$100 Florida Scrub-Jay Level        q$200 Osprey Level

q$20 Individual q$30 Family
Other Annual Membership Options:

Is this a membership renewal? qYes  q No
qJoin National Audubon Society
    for an additional $20 a year.

NAME:________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

_______________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________
Please send your name and address along with a check 
payable to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M-F  9AM-1PM
Please email us if there is a local environmental issue 
which concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

qI want to make an additional tax deductible
    donation of $

 ____________________

Total $_____________________________

Plant of the Month by Janice BrodaPelican Island Audubon Society Officers & Directors
Officers: President Richard H. Baker, Ph.D., 1st Vice President 
Bob Bruce, 2nd Vice President Susan Boyd, Recording Secretary 
Darlene Halliday, Corresponding Secretary Diane Morgan, 
Treasurer Steve Goff — Elected Directors: David Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, 
Graham Cox, Ph.D. ‘17, Nancy Irvin ‘16, Bill Loftus, Ph.D. 
‘18, Toni Robinson ‘16, Bonnie Swanson ‘18 — Appointed 
Board Members: Donna Halleran, Bill Halliday, Tina Marchese, 
Karen Schuster, Corry Westbrook
Pelican Island Audubon Society, Inc. is registered with the Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services.  
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Div. of Consumer 
Services by calling toll-free within Florida 1-800-435-7352.  Registration does not imply endorsement, 
approval, or recommendation by the State.

Maudie Atkinson has long been one of my favorite charac-
ters in the classic southern novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, for 
she explains to the young protagonist just why it is a sin to 
kill a mockingbird, “Mockingbirds don’t do one thing ex-
cept make music for us to enjoy. They don’t eat up people’s 
gardens, don’t nest in corn cribs, they don’t do one thing 
but sing their hearts out for us.”
But, she is most memorable to me for another reason: “She 
loved everything that grew in God’s earth, even the weeds. 
With one exception. If she found a blade of nut grass in her 
yard it was like the Second Battle of Marne: she swooped 
down upon it with a tin tub and subjected it to blasts from 
beneath with a poisonous substance she said was so power-
ful it’d kill us all if we didn’t stand out of the way.” Nut grass, 
as it is called in the novel, was her nemesis.  
This pernicious plant is not a grass but a sedge, with leaves 
that are three-edged in cross section. Nutsedges spread via 
seed, creeping rhizomes, and tubers (underground “nuts”) 
and are considered to be one of the worst noxious weeds in 
agriculture in the temperate and tropical zones.
Unfortunately, yellow nutsedge (Cyperus esculentus) is 
invading moist places and irrigated landscape beds at the 
Audubon House.  “Yellow” refers to its golden feathery, 
umbrella-like flower clusters and golden seeds. Under opti-
mal conditions one plant is capable of producing more than 
2,000 seeds per year and hundreds of tubers.
Though yellow nutsedge does not invade natural areas, this 
non-native plant is a plant to be reckoned with – in honor 
of Miss Maudie and Nature.

Miss Maudie’s Nemesis

“She loved 
everything that 
grew in God’s 
earth” - except 
the nut grass!


