
3rd Transforming Landscapes
for a Sustainable Future

1590 27th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960

Conference Schedule
8:00 Registration (Tickets: $25 in advance/$35 after January 15th. Includes a box lunch.  Ask 

about our HOA Board President Ticket Deal.
8:00 Native plants for sale from native plant nurseries

9:00-9:45AM Dr. Craig N. Huegel, Joy of Native Gardening, Adjunct faculty, St. Petersburg College

9:45-10:30AM Steve Turnipseed, Native Landscaping in an HOA, President of the Villages Chapter of 
the Native Plant Society, The Villages, FL

10:30-10:45AM Break to visit vendors and booths

10:45-11:30AM
Carol Spears, Spiritual Connections in Bringing Native Plant Landscaping to Managed 
Communities for Wildlife, Chapter Representative, Villages Chapter of the Native Plant 
Society, The Villages, FL

11:30-12:00PM Robin Pelensky, Lagoon Gardens to save the Lagoon, Landscape Architect, Surlaterre 
Landscape Architecture

12:00-12:45PM Box Lunch, Breakout “subject ideas” tables to network and ask more in-depth questions 
from speakers, Native plants for sale from native plant nurseries

12:45-1:30PM Jacqui Sulek, Plants for Birds, Audubon Florida

1:30-2:15PM Scott Davis, Building Native Backyard Habitats to Bring Butterflies and Connections to 
our Preserved Lands, Botanist, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge

2:15-2:30PM Break to visit vendors and booths

2:30-3:15PM Marjorie Shropshire, A Step-by-step Guide to a Florida Native Yard, Author, Sebastian, 
FL

3:15-4:00PM Stephanie Dunn, Professional Native Landscapes, Cadence Landscape Architect

4:00-4:30PM
Dr. Richard Baker, Summary & Discussion: Let’s replace St. Augustine turf grass with 
native plants and trees for a healthy Lagoon and our precious waters, President, Pelican 
Island Audubon Society

Register online at
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

For more information
Phone:  772-567-3520      |      Email:  piaudubon@yahoo.com

Learn to enhance your yard with native plants

January 25, 2020
at The Emerson Center

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach



3rd Transforming Landscapes Speaker Biographies
Craig N. Huegel, Ph.D., is a wildlife biologist with a special interest in promoting the use of native plants in creating living landscapes. 
He is the author of 4 books published by the University of Florida Press and 2 books published by the Florida Native Plant Society. He also 
writes 2 popular blogs on Florida native plants and manages a small wildflower nursery, Hawthorn Hill, from his home in Holiday, Florida. 
He currently serves as a professor at St Petersburg College and at the University of Tampa where he teaches in their Biology programs.
Steve Turnipseed is president of the Villages Chapter of FNPS and is an advocate for native plant landscaping. He has personally converted 
his turfgrass lawn using 100 species of native plants and has received multiple awards including an episode of Flip Your Florida Yard, a 
reality television series from Crawford Entertainment.  Over 20 other residents of the Villages have successfully converted their lawns us-
ing mostly native plants.  He regularly teaches workshops and consults with managed community residents to help them achieve aesthetic 
requirements with native plants.  He has a BS in chemical engineering from the University of Mississippi, is a Florida Water Star accredited 
professional and a certified UF/IFAS master gardener.
Carol J. Spears, M.S., retired from National Park Service (NPS) as a Wildlife Biologist, Park Ranger Interpreter (educator) and Manager 
across the US. She shares her story of the “why” of changing her entire yard to native plants, including the sense of spiritual connectivity 
with other forms of life on our rare and precious Earth. She also taught other NPS Interpreters the skill and art of Interpretation, served 
for 12 years as Chief of Interpretation and Public Information Officer for the NPS, and won the National Freeman Tilden award in 1987 
(which honors one NPS Interpreter each year for the highest and best achievements in interpreting park resources to the public). Her aca-
demic degrees are: BS in biology and MS in Zoology and 3 years Ph.D. work in Wildlife Ecology. In retirement, Carol continues her passion 
for educating others about the wonders, beauty, intricacies, spiritual connections, and importance of the workings of the natural world.
Robin Pelensky has been recognized for her achievements in environmental landscape design, site planning expertise and research in low 
impact development design strategies.  A strong working knowledge of construction and site engineering has enabled her firm to forge 
unique collaborative solutions with numerous award-winning architects and engineers.  She has extensive design and project manage-
ment experience with sustainable design for urban landscapes, parks, commercial development, master planned communities, resorts and 
private estates.  She has designed the Audubon House landscape and led numerous public and private projects in Florida, Egypt and the 
Caribbean.  Rain gardens can play a major role in reducing the amount of pollutants that enter our local water bodies, particularly the 
Indian River Lagoon and are relatively inexpensive and are simple to design and install within a shallow depression where storm water is 
diverted from impermeable surfaces, typically a roof and driveway. 
Jacqui Sulek, Chapters Conservation Manager, Audubon Florida, has had a lifelong love for nature. Growing up in Venezuela it was 
orchids.  After completing her Fine Arts and Education degree at Middlebury College she changed her focus to plants and began taking 
classes at the University of Vermont.  She spent 3 years as a Ranger-Naturalist on the top of Vermont’s highest mountain protecting the rare 
Arctic-Alpine Tundra and illustrated a guide to the mountaintop community. After a decade on the high seas she settled in Ft. Lauderdale 
where she completed a Landscape Design Degree at Broward Community College.  She has been gardening for birds and butterflies since 
the 1980’s. Jacqui now lives in Ft. White, FL and her ½ acre yard is 99% Florida Native Plants.  Jacqui has been working during the last 13 
years for Audubon Florida as the go to person for Florida’s 45 chapters.  In her role she promotes the National Audubon Plants for Birds 
Program.
Scott Davis is a busy biologist, with ethnobotany and rare plant ecology among his passions. Stationed at St. Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge, he serves as coordinator for a federal Milkweed-Monarch Conservation Initiative.  He also president of the Friends of Wakulla 
Springs, vice president of the Florida Wild Mammal Association, and serves as a committee member for the FWC Great Florida Birding 
Trail and Black Bear Stakeholders.  He is president of the Magnolia (Tallahassee) Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) and 
serves on several FNPS committees.  He also owns a native plant nursery and is an officer of a non-profit agency on urban forest conserva-
tion.
Marjorie Shropshire is an artist, designer and activist who is interested in the natural world and the intersection between art and science. 
Her work focuses on nature, specifically the ecosystems of Florida. She is fascinated with botany, has illustrated several books on sustain-
able and climate-wise gardening, and co-authored the book A Step-by-Step Guide to a Florida Native Yard, published by the University 
Press of Florida in 2018. The book focuses how anyone can convert a typical Florida yard into a place that sequesters stormwater, provides 
resting and feeding areas for migratory birds, supports pollinators, and needs no fertilizer, herbicides or pesticides.  Marjorie holds Florida 
Master Naturalist Certificates in Coastal Restoration, Habitat Evaluation, Coastal Systems, and Upland Systems and am a member of the 
Guild of Natural Science Illustrators. She leads workshops and lectures on nature drawings, field journaling and transitioning home land-
scapes to incorporate regionally appropriate Florida native plants. Marjorie is concerned about Florida’s declining water quality. In 2013 
she began documenting algae blooms and fish kills, and became a clean water advocate, speaking out about the need to address Florida’s 
water quality issues.
Stephanie Dunn first joined the firm as an intern in 2014 while earning a Bachelors of Architecture degree from Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity before becoming a full-time Landscape Designer at Cadence. She brings a unique perspective as an educated architect with a strong 
interest for site design to the Cadence production team. Stephanie is passionate about wild Florida and has been a member of Florida 
Native Plant Society since January 2017. She applies what she has learned about Florida’s ecosystems and native plants to the design work 
produced at Cadence. Cadence is a South Florida-based landscape architecture firm committed to utilizing native plants in their design 
practice. Their presentation, Professional Native Landscapes, will be an introduction to the art and science of landscape architecture, and 
will explore urban design, commercial, and institutional projects. With many of their project sites located in a landscape already shaped 
by human activity, they strive to lessen the negative impact of human development through the implementation of native plants that echo 
the regional landscape and create a “sense of place”.


